Human Security for an Urban Century:
Local Challenges, Global Perspectives
is the most recent and comprehensive
product of a unique research partnership
known as humansecurity-cities.org, a
virtual community of expertise brought
together by the Canadian Consortium on
Human Security (CCHS] hosted by the
University of British Columbia (UBC], and
the Human Security Research and Out-
reach Program supported by Foreign
Affairs and International Trade Canada
(DFAIT). Humansecurity-cities.org was
launched in early 2006 as a vehicle to
explore the potential for cooperative schol-
arship and policy development related
to an urban human security agenda.

Human Security for an Urban Century
draws on the work of 40 external con-
tributors who share viewpoints and
information from a broad variety of back-
grounds and fields. Together they
include policymakers, academics, field
practitioners and non-governmental
organization representatives who apply
an urban lens to fields including children
and armed conflict, security system
reform, small arms and light weapons,
stabilization and reconstruction, peace-
building and democracy promotion,
among others. The narrative text, jointly
authored by DFAIT and CCHS, provides a
snapshot of human security challenges
and opportunities, with facts and analy-
sis based on research and consultations
conducted in 2006-07. This publication
aims to take stock of this knowledge in
the hope of devising a longer-term,
strategic policy agenda for advancing
human security in urban spaces.

humansecurity-cities.org
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