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3. The Committee welcomes the delegation's commitment to take action to ensure effective follow-up
in Canada of the Committee's concluding observations and to further develop and improve
mechanisms for ongoing review of compliance of the State party with the provisions of the Covenant.
In particular, the Committee welcomes the delegation's commitment to inform public opinion in
Canada about the Committee's concerns and recommendations, to distribute the Committee's
concluding observations to all members of Parliament and to ensure that a parliamentary committee
will hold hearings of issues arising from the Committee's observations.

4. The Committee welcomes the final report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and the
declared commitment of federal and provincial governments to work in partnership with aboriginal
peoples to address needed reforms.

5. The Committee commends the Government of Canada in regard to the Nunavut land and
governance agreement of the eastern Arctic.

6. The Committee welcomes the implementation of the Employment Equity Act, which entered into
force in October 1996, establishing a compliance regime that requires federal departments to ensure

that women, persons belonging to aboriginal and visible minorities and disabled persons constitute a
fair part of their workforce.

C. Principal areas of concern and recommendations

7. The Committee, while taking note of the concept of self-determination as applied by Canada to the
aboriginal peoples, regrets that no explanation was given by the delegation concerning the elements
that make up that concept, and urges the State party to report adequately on implementation of article
1 of the Covenant in its next periodic report.

8. The Committee notes that, as the State party acknowledged, the situation of the aboriginal peoples
remains "the most pressing human rights issue facing Canadians". In this connection, the Committee
is particularly concerned that the State party has not yet implemented the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP). With reference to the conclusion by RCAP that
without a greater share of lands and resources institutions of aboriginal self-government will fail, the
Committee emphasizes that the right to self-determination requires, inter alia, that all peoples must
be able to freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources and that they may not be deprived of
their own means of subsistence (art. 1, para. 2). The Committee recommends that decisive and urgent
action be taken towards the full implementation of the RCAP recommendations on land and resource
allocation. The Committee also recommends that the practice of extinguishing inherent aboriginal
rights be abandoned as incompatible with article 1 of the Covenant.

9. The Committee is concerned with the inadequacy of remedies for violations of articles 2, 3 and 26
of the Covenant. The Committee recommends that the relevant human rights legislation be amended
so as to guarantee access to a competent tribunal and to an effective remedy in all cases of
discrimination.

10. The Committee is concerned that gaps remain between the protection of rights under the
Canadian charter and other federal and provincial laws and the protection required under the
Covenant, and recommends measures to ensure full implementation of Covenant rights. In this regard
the Committee recommends that consideration be given to the establishment of a public body

http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/Mast.../e656258ac70f9bbb8025676300462f2?Opendocumen 1/26/00




