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The reassertion of Serb nationhood and authority in Kosovo was accompanied by widespread

human rights violations. The 55,000 strong Serb Police force was employed to elirninate any

perceived expression of Aibanian nationalism. Between 1981 and 1991, about 60,000 Serbs and

Montenegrins fled the ethnic turmoil in Kosovo.

The Aibaniari Kosovars responded to the loss of their institutions by. building a parallel society

within Kosovo completely outside Serbian jurisdiction. In 1 991, Kosovo leaders declared the

region a sovereign and independent state. The decision was overwhelîningly approved in a

referendum, The following year, Kosovo Aibanians elected a shadow parliament and president

that created parallet state systems and structures for taxation, health, education and elections by

Aibanians and for Aibanians.

inriipr the nolitical and moral leadership of Ibrahim Rugova, President of Kosovo's shadow
- . .i 1 ;.~th&,Ir oblectives.


