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20 Jul 1971

16 Jul 1974

30 Mar 1976
&
16 Mar 1978

4 Dec 1979

26 Sep 1980

15 Aug 1989

Awami League declares the
independence of East Pakistan in
March 1971. Pakistani President
Yahya Khan requests army to
suppress independence activities,
resulting in bloodshed. U Thant
maintains almost daily contact with
India and Pakistan but refrains

SG distributes a confidential andum to SC bers,
“warning them that the conflict could all too easily expand,
erupting the entire subcontinent in fratricidal strife, and that
the UN must now attempt to mitigate the tragedy.” The
memorandum was made public in August. SG describes it
as “an implied invocation of Article 99.® Yet SC does not
meet in emergency session until the Indo-Pakistan War
begins on 3 December, four months after SGs waming.
SC is unable to decide on action. SG confines himself to

from calling SC ting b
both sides consider the conflict an
internal matter.

Cyprus crisis is ignited when
Greek Cypriot National Guard
stage a coup d’état on 15 July
against President Makarios, who
flees from the Island.

US Embassy in Tehran is invaded

the humanitarian aspects of the problem, including the
organization of international aid for refugees in India.
[Thant, p. 423]

SG requests SC President to convenc an emergency
meeting, in view of the seriousness of the matter in relation
to international peace and security and inviewoftheUN
involvement in Cyprus. The p e of
Cyprus also req ting. SC end eontmued UN
peacekeeping efforts and authorized SG to attempt to
mediate the dispute. However, it was only on 20 July, the
day of the Turkish intervention that the Security Council
passed a resolution calling for a cease-fire. [UNYB 1974,

p. 262]
In both cases, SG brings to the attention of the Security
Council the gravity of the situation in Leb: , transmits

the communicatons that he has received, and offers his
good offices. [UN Chronicle, Apr 1976 and Apr 1978]
SG writes to SC President on 25 Nov 1979 drawing

by lution-ary students on 4
Nov 1979, with support of Iran’s
new government. On 9 Nov,
after consultations, SC President
calls for the release of the
hostages.

From mid-May to mid-Sep SG
rectifies accusations from both Iran
& Iraq, indicating a deteriorating
situation. Iraq invades Iran on 22
Sep, beginning the Iran-Iraq war.
SG appeals to both parties on 22 &
23 Sep for restraint and a
negotiated settlement.

Fighting in Lebanon escalates
especially in and around Beirut.
There is danger of even further
involvement of outside parties.

ttention to the continuing crisis and requesting SC
mecting, saying that it was his opinion that the crisis posed
a threat to international peace and security. SC meets
formally on 27 Nov. SG speaks first, calling upon the
USA and Iran to exercise maximum restraint. In resolution

of 4 Dec SC calls for rel of hostag ion of
diplomatic immunities and nuthonm SG to “take all
appropriate ® to imp the huti On 31

Dec 1979 he travels to Tehnn The Iranian government
paints his visit as a fact-finding mission to examine
cruclties of the Shah’s regime. SGs four-point proposal is
rejected and he returns empty handed. [UNYBV 1979, pp.
307-312; §/13646)
SG states in letter to SC President (25 Sep), that fighting
had intensified and that the situation undoubtedly threatened
international peace & security. SG suggests SC
consultations. Mexico and Norway request formal meeting
of SC. At meeting on 26 Sep, SG summarizes
developments leading to the meeting. SC adopts resolution
479 (1980) calling for a cease-fire and urging parties to
accept mediation or conciliation. [S/14196; UNYB 1980,
pp- 312-314]
In a letter to the SC President, the SG notes that violence
in and around Beirut “had escalated to a level
unprecedented in fourteen years of conflict.” He states his
belief that an effective cease-fire is imperative: *in my
opinion, the present crisis poses a serious threat to
international peace and security. Accordingly, in the
ise of my responsibility under the Charter of the
United Nations, I ask that the Security Council be convened
urgeatly ...” [$/20789]
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