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She's been marooned in her car, axle-deep lin trea<che-

rous sand flats on an incoming tide; and justiflably

terrified when some recommended "<clients" lin

isolated places have turned out to be quite mad.

B3ELIEF IN SUPERNATURAL
Close beneath the gaiety and nostalgie of Nova Scotia

folksongs, lies an impenetrable belief lin the super-

naturel, Su, one of the. first things Helen Creightofl

found when she probed under the entertaining ditties

of old characters litre H-artian and Henneberry, were

the. scary tales of unworldly intrusions from the

supernatural.
The routine acceptence of ghosts and witches in

everyday life, of course, had a profound influence on

the living habits of Nova Scotia folk, particularly in

the past century.
Wben the master of one Grand Banks flshing

schooner left the fishing grounds for home, and

crewinen reported inhuman footsteps on the deck, the

captain toolc account of the. ghostly presence and

chue ged course. Hie reckoned it was the. ghost of a

spazuen who dieti and was buried et sea though bis

expessd wshwas to die et home. To be rid of the.

dicosoae ghost, the. schooner captain sailed to

the dead man's homie village, and rowed ashore in a

doty. Knowing from the. folklore that giiosts can't

cross water, he waited long enough for the. man's

spirit to go ashore, then rowed bacdc to bis vessel.

Acording t.> thila folk tale the. giiostly footsteps were

nevet heard agaiu.
Witli aIl ber years of exposure t.> Nova Scotia's

tellers of folk tales, have ay of their beliefs rubbed

off on the Lady of the L<ogends? Does Helen Crei ghton

in fact bèlieve le ghosts?
lt's a littIe unnerving penhups, but she doesn't

n1-Poe 2cceDt thiii question. Sh. just sit thne

FOOD
The food index advanced by 0.8 pet cent to 128.8 in

July froni 127.8 in June. The increase in the level of

food prices since June was less than norrnelly ex-

pected during this period; much of the.esoa

increese was recorded. in tast montli's 2.2 percent

advance. A major factor contributing to the increase

was notably higiier prices for restaurant meals. The.

july foodl index was 5.1 percent hlWer than that of a

year earlier.

HOUSING

The bpuslng index rose by 0.4 per cent to 125.2 fhom

124,7 ln. the preceding moath. Increased zuortgage

iaterest rates la the latest menti were iefly re-

spousible for a 0.6 percent upward movement ln home-
ownership costs, while rents increased by 0.4 per cent
ln thie same period. Higiher wages fer doetchelp,
together wlth inczeased prices for broadloom, bouse-
hold textiles, utensils sud supplies contributed to a

0.4 percent increase inhi ueodoprt costs.

Electricity prices were hlgher in Saint John, Hameilton
and Halifax, the lucoease lu the. latter clty beiag

attributable to a new service tex. The July housing
index stood 5.4 per cent eýbove its level of a year

earler.

CLOTHING
The clothing index decliried by 0.1 pet cent to, 124.8

ln July from 124.9 a month earlier. Sale prices on a

few selected apparel items outweigiied a number of

miner increases, but for the. most part men' s and

women's weer items were uncianged ln price.Foot-
wear prices edged up by 0.2 pet cent, while quo-

tations for piece goods were marginally lower. The

july clothing index was 3.1 pet cent ebove its level

of July 1968.

TRANSPORTATION
The. transportation index edged up by 0.1 per cent to

20.7 ln July from 120.6 ln June. This marginal in-

crease us attributable malnly te seaoaly higiier

train fares. There was no change lnutooble
oeaincosts, as slightly loer new car prices

were offset by higiier quotations for gasolinean

motor oil ini a number of cities. The. transportaion
index was 4.9pecet highertiiaa it uas in jly 1968.

unchanged ut its Juxie level of 134.2 - 4.8 per cn

retaaiued stable in the. lateut sionth et a level Of
127.4, 6.5 percent higiior tn il us a year .arlier,

Thetobccoandalcholindex ,peved up by 0.4
per cent te 126.3 in july from 125.8 a nienthrier
wili the. entire icese beiug attributable to the~

the figure a year earlier.


