
too: the inheritance of arbitrary borders, the shifting
ternis of trada against priinary-goods, cold war rivalries,
the ineffective use of aid to prop up corrupt regimes and
stîfle reform. We have known for decades why visiting
economists fail, but the governance and corruption
crises meant that strict conditionality was still seen by
many as a necessary evil by donors who didn't support
total disengagement. 13 The record shows that there is no
short-cut to success by imposing the 'right answer' from
outside - international efforts can oniy support internai
will to reform and help to build the coalitions fo~r it.
International organisations now say ail of the right
things. But servicîng them remains costly - donors have
promised to coordinate their activities but haven't
achleved it. The President of the World Banks a"diits
that "'1t is shameful that Tanzani4 must produce 2,400
reports each quarter for its donors". 14

Recause many countries do nQt yet have the oppotunity,
capacity, infrastructure or policies to compete success-
ftully.
Legitimate and weUl-intentioned governments face

imense challenges in turning tlieir countt4es around.
The burdeus of te past an be c4ipn I - andthe
Commonweath has played a Iea4lng rl ngtigdb
relief moving. It also needs to help its deeopn and
least developed countries get their voie hadin call-
tng for the trde libaralisation that willbnei ten 
the next WT round. The Commçonwealhsmn al
states, whtch are classlfied maiiily as iddle-inme
Colnin , alowant to us theComnelht

ensretha teir *hinerabiliy is recgie drpryb

14 RenenigteCommonwealth


