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IV. EXPECTATIONS RE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF FREE`TRADE

A. Expectatiorrs Re Jobs

Among those who expre.ssed an opinion, a. slight majority felt that more jobs would be

created as a resûlt of new L-canomic opporwnities emerging under free trade. Those who

believed jobs would be lost also believed that the U.S. labour market was more

competitive than that of. Queheié and felt that. this could be a.factar çantributing to job

lasses.

B. U.S. [nvestment

Airnast° all were concerned about increased U.S. investrnent under a free trade

agrée rne nt. The prospect of' a large irnc rease in U.S. inv^striient made most,participants

uneasy about maintaining the political and ecoriornic,autonOiny of Quebec.

Mbst felt that the relative weakness of the Canadian dollar in cornpar.isari to thë

Americafl dollar -would harm Canada's competitiveness. This belief betrays a• lack of

understanding and comprehension of Canada's export trade at present and how in faet

just the oppoakte is true in `terms pf, expbrts; with the value of the Canadian dollar

enhancie^g the price.. cvrnpetitiveness' of ^_anadian products. in the U.S. Increa,sed

emphasis in communication-5 on the export side of Canadas trade relationsYrlp. with the'

CJ.^. and the advantages of a relatively lower valued Canadian dollar cauld cantribute°tà

a more camplete and more accurate understanding of Canada's trade relat4on^ With thé

U.S., and the possible effects of free trade on that relationship:

The prOtection -of the PME (small and medium size; businèsses owned by Quebecers) and

regulated investment behaviciur were seen as being nec6ssary componenta of a deal in

order to prvtect.'Quebec's interests. Some even spoke of protecting certain sectars of

the econom}r. Others mentïoned that strict environmental regulations shvi4d b^ e_nf0rced

to limit damage, they thought could be caused by American ihve$tments. A few also,

men.Cioned- that Rmericans should be f orced by law to re invest'a part of their corporate

prof its into Quebec.
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