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quest, furnish the said indications to the national Office of or acting

for the State not later than at the expiration of 20 months from the pri-

ority date.

(2) Where the International Searching Authority makes a decla-

ration, under Article 17(2)(a), that no international search report will

be established, the time limit for performing the acts referred to in

paragraph (1) of this Article shall be the same as that provided for in

paragraph (1).

(3) Any national law may, for performing the acts referred to in

paragraphs (1) or (2), fix time limits which expire later than the time

limit provided for in those paragraphs.

Article 23
Delaying of National Procedure

(1) No designated Office shall process or examine the interna-

tional application prior to the expiration of the applicable time limit

under Article 22.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1), any desig-

nated Office may, on the express request of the applicant, process or

examine the international application at any time.

Article 24

Possible Loss of Effect in Designated States

(1) Subject, in case (ii) below, to the provisions of Article 25, the

effect of the international application provided for in Article 11(3)

shall cease in any designated State with the same consequences as the

withdrawal of any national application in that State:

(i) if the applicant withdraws his international application or

the designation of that State;

(ii) if the international application is considered withdrawn by

virtue of Articles 12(3), 14(l)(b), 14(3)(a), or 14(4), or if the designation

of that State is considered withdrawn by virtue of Article 14(3)(b);

(iii) if the applicant fails to perforni the acts referred to in Arti-

cle 22 within the applicable time limit.


