
Energy minister visîts Middle East

Canadian Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources Marc Lalonde vislted Egvpt,
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in January at
the invitation of the energv ministers of
these countries.

Mr. Lalonde's trip was aimed at
strenthening Canada's relations with
those countries and furthering energy co-
operation between the Middle East and
Canada. The minister's visit also provided
an opportunity to exchange views on
North-South issues as well as on bilateral
Issues such as finance and trade.

In Egypt, Mr. Lalonde and Egyptian
Foreign Minister Kemal Hassan Ali signed
a joint statement on nuclear co-operation.
The statement indicateci both govern-
ments plans to conclude a nuclear-co-
operation agreement that would enable
Canada to participate in the development
of an Egyptian nuclear power program
w*i1ch is expected to eventually replace
petroleum used in producing electrical
energy in that country.

The agreement would recognize that
the nuclear programs of Canada and
Egypt are subject to safeguards applied
by thie International Atomic Energy
Agency in order to verify the peaceful,
non-explosive commitment that has
been made by bath countries through
adherence to the Treaty on the Non-
Prollferatiot1 of Nuclear Weapons.

Mr. Lalonde met with Egyptian
Minister of Energy and Electricity Maher
Abaza ta discuss North-South energy
issues and possible opportunities for Cen-
adian involvement in developing alterna-
tive energy technologies in Egypt. The
energy minister also reviewed Canada's
program of development assistance ta
Egypt. Mr. Abaza has accepted an invita-
tion by Mr. Lalonde to visit Canadian
nuclear establishments.

International energy trade taîks
During his Kuwaiti visit, the Canadian
minister met with Minister of Oil, Sheikh
Ali Ihalifa al-Sabah for discussions on
international energy trade and the world
oil market. The ministers examined
Canadiaen and Saudi Arabian programs to
assist developing nations with their
.nergy problemrs.

Mr. Islonde, belng the flrst Canadian
Cabinet minister to visit Kuwalt, took the
opPortunity to discuss Canada-Kuwait
relations in other areas including finance
and investment and opportunities for
Canadian companles in Kuwait's develop-
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Canadian Energy Minister Marc La/onde
(left) and Egyptian Foreign Min ister
Karnal Hassan Ai sign joint statement.

ment programs. The Canadian energy
minister also met with His Highness the
Emir of Kuwait, Finance Minister Abdul
Latif al-H-amad, and Dr. Ali Attiga,
Secretary-Generai of the Organization of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countnies,
which has its headquarters in Kuwait. The
Canadian delegation was given a tour
of the refining and petrochemical com-
plex at al-Ahmadi and Shuaiba controlled
by the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation.

Taîks with Saudi Arablians
In Saudi Arabia, Mr. Lalonde was receiv-
ed by King Khaled and held talks with
Telecommunications Minister, Sheikh
Kayal, Planning Minister, Dr. Nazer and
Minister of Petraleum and Minerai Re-
sources, Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Vamani. Mr.
Lalonde, Sheikh Kayal and Dr. Nazer re-
viewed Canadian activities in the Saudi
Arabian telephone development program
and the potential role of Canadian exper-
tise and equipment in the implementation
of the couniry's next clevelopment plan.

Mr. Lalonde and Sheikh Yamanî spoke
of development in world oul markets and
oil pricing. In addition they discussed
technologv transfers and Canada-Saudi
Arabia co-operation in developing that
country's minerai resources.

During his stay in Saudi Arabia, Mr.
Lalonde visited the Saudi Telephone
Corporation to view work being done by
Bell Canada. The minister also travelled
to Aramco headquarters in Dhahran for
briefings on the Saudi oil and gas sector;
this included an inspection of seisrnîc ex-
ploration activitias in the deserts of the
Rub al Khali.

Incentives for electronices industr

A new $93-million, three-year prograr
promote ti,,, manufacture and use of t
tronics in Canadian industry has beer
nounced by the Deparimrent of Indu!
Trade and Commerce.

The program, called support for T
nology Enhanced ProductivitY
announced by Minister of Industry,T
and Commerce and Regional lndui
Expansion H-erbert Gray.

Hîghlights of the new program,
wiIl provide special opportunities
smaller regionally-based firms, includi
- funding for the extablishment of
additional microelectronic centres 50
centres are located in every province;
- establishment of a major prc
investment fund for the electronics
machinery industries; and
- a "one-stop shopping" progral
very system in the regional office 0
Department of lndustry, Trade
Commerce across Canada.

Benefits for manufacturers
In addition, the new programi wl
vide extra funds toi existing pro!
which will benefit flrms makirig
tronic goods. The government wii
vide another $48 million for maj01
jects that Will support world comPE
research and development and C
lnvestment manufacturing and sol
projects which would not otherWist
place in Canada. The funds now wi
caver research and manufacturir
equipment such as robots and coly
assisted manufactu ring equipmerit.

For cotnpanies in ail sectors whil
these products and technologies, thi
gram will provide for:
- an enhanced industrial educatiO
gram ta alert business to the poter"
electronics for their industry;
- an expanded countryffwide netéN

terimicreiecrolCe cntres sotha'
will be a federally supported sOlJ
sophisticated technological advic
assistance in every province, parti'
for small- and medium-sized firmns;
- additional funds for incentive Pr'
to share the costs of feasibilitV
and of implementlng the investm«IJ
- a requirement that labour partidi
the planning and im.plementation
projects; and
- addltional fundlng to suppori th'
of designing custom "chips" - sPec
integrated circuits whlch cain I
greater efficiency in a product.


