
lengthy statement arguing against the item being put on the 'agenda.
[owever, the item was inscribed on the agenda after a vote of 61 in favour
including Canada), 8 against, with 7 abstentions. The South African
~linister of External Affairs then announced on November 24 that South
Lfrica would maintain only token representation at the United Nations.

The question of race conffict in South Africa was considered at six
'eetings of the Special Political Committee, and the South African Repre-
mntative attended none of these meetings. The Special Political Committee
dopted a resolution by a vote of 56 ini favour, 5 against, with 10 abstentions
ncluding Canada) which învited "the Government of the Union of
cuth Africa to co-operate in a constructive approach to this question more
articularly by its presence in the United Nations"; and requested "the
-cretary-General, as appropriate, to comn¶unicate with the Government
fthe Union of South Afrîca to carry forward the purposes of this resolu-

cn". When the question came before the General Assembly in plenary
,ssion on January 30, the resolution was adopted by a vote of 56 in
Lvour, 5 against, with 12 abstentions (including Canada).

During the discussion on this agenda item, the principal concern of the
anadian Delegation was that an attempt to re-establish the Commission on
ie Racial Situation in South Africa miglit resuit in South Africa completely
ývering its relations with the United Nations. On January 16 the Canadian
epresentative explained that since consideration of this problem year after
,ar brouglit no progress towards a solution, the Canadian Delegation
,came more of the opinion that this kind of intervention by the United
ations in matters of domestic concern of a member country not only had
rnous constitutional implications for the United Nations but had little
-actical value. The Canadian Representative suggested that an organiza-
)n of sovereign states which did not respect the sovereignty of a member
ate would make littie impression upon a government which chose to
tend to its own affairs without heed to the advice of other governments.
e emphasized, however, that Canadians have grave doubts about policies

racial discrimination based on notions of the superiority of one racial
oup in a multi-racial society.
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