THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

Object Lesson on Pins.

A useful and interesting object lesson _may be
given on pins. Let each pupil be provzded with
one, and measure it. Is the length the same in
all cases? What advantage is it to have pins of
different lengths? What names are given to the
various parts of a pin? (Head, shank, point.)

Pins are made of wire and go through many
processes in their manufacture which gives employ-
ment to thousands of persons annually. Tell or
write down some of the many uses of pins. What
is the cost of a “paper of pins”"? How many pins
in a paper?

The pins mcmumcd in the Bible for fastening the
hangings round the court of the temple were of
metal. The Roman pins were usually of bronze.
“Elaborate and costly pins have been found, in
[lgyptian tombs, some of bronze, some made of
silver and gold. The ancient Mexicans found in
the thorns of the agave tree a good substitute for
metal pins. (Tell the children to ask their grand-
fathers and grandmothers or some old people in
the neighborhood if they do not remember when the
thorns of the common hawthorn were used as
pins, before metal pins became as common and
cheap as they are now.)

Pins were introduced in the sixteenth century.
Then they were costly and highly prized as gifts.
A paper of pins was more acceptable than a bouquet.

An act was passed in 1543 making it illegal to
charge more than eightpence a thousand for metal
pins. Persons of quality often used pins made of
boxwood, bone, and silver, whtle the poor put up
with wooden skewers.

In those days husbands were often surprised at’

the great amount of money that went for pins:
hence the term “pin money.”

Not so many years ago the frugal housewnfe was
wont to teach pin economy by teaching her children
the couplet:

- “See a pin and pick it up,

All the day you'll have good luck.”

What is meant by the word pin or pins in the

following expressions:
“The very pin of his heart cleft."—Shakspere.
“He does not care a pin for me.”
“To be on pins and needles.”
“To knock one off his pins” (slang).
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