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AN EXPERIMENT IN GRADING CHILDREN*

BY ELISABETE A. IRWIN

Psychologist, Pub>lic Eduation Association

'1211 PLAN OF TEE. EXPEItIMENTTHE experiment i grading chilciren, i Public School 64, Man-
hattan, lias now reached the end of its third year.
The relation of the niany aspects of the worlc that have evolved

f rom time to time wilI be more clearly understood if the progresa of the
expeTiment is traced froin its original outhine.

The original plan was to test ps3ehologically and physically every
child who enters achool, and on the basis of these findings, to classify
them in tentative groups for purposes of teaching. By this means it was
hoped eventually to know the liuman material i a sdiool of 3,200
chikiren in sucli a way that no tlent, no defect, no individual need
would go un-noted. Each entering class i a school of such size contains
from 100 to 200) six-year-ol chuldren. In addition to these elicl termn
brings new children into the grades already studied and classified.
The first seven grades, ferm 1A wo 4A inclusive, in PS. 64, incduding
thirty classes and abo6ùt- 1,000 chiîdren, have thus far been classified.
From- this sorting have come, as was anticipated, the folIowing types of


