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BEOPLE sometimes talk of ‘‘unchanging human
nature,”’ and human nature is the one thing
under the sun that changes at all perceptibly!
g If a visitor had come to this earth ten thou-
sand years ago, again a thousand years ago,
and then again to-day, he would find scarcely
any change that man had not made, and none
of these changes he had made so striking as the
change in man himself. Even a few years may suffice to
revolutionise the thought and activities of man, as bitter
experience has taught us all. How"different the thoughts
of men in every warring country to-day from what they
were three years ago! How incredibly distant the year
1914 appears to-day! And quite certainly the thoughts of
men twenty-five years from now will be very different
from their present thoughts. The Great War of the
nations will then be an historical background, the passions
and the terrors of it will be dead; only the memory will
live—perhaps it will live for ever, so far as we can say
“for ever,” in a new order of the world, a federation of the
nations so based and so maintained that the catastrophe
which befell our generation shall befall the world no more.

It is this incessant change of the minds of men, often
so gradual as to be unperceived, sometimes so sudden that
we call it revolution, which quite properly robs the pro-
phet of honour alike in his own country and abroad.
Just as a new undreamed-of discovery, the planetary na-
ture of the earth, gravitation, radio-activity, may revolu-
tionise a science, so a new event, the French Revolution,
the Great War, may revolutionise society. It would
seem as though nothing could be foresecen except the
certainty of change.

And yet the change is not meaningless, not without
direction. History is more than the record of aimless
wonderings and fruitionless disasters. There is such a
thing, imperfect and fragmentary though it be, as the
history of civilisation. And one thing this history cer-
tainly reveals is the way in which the growth of human
co-operation marches, step by step, with the growth of
human intelligence. The worid has grown smaller and the
area of real community has grown greater at each succes-
sive stage of the world’s history. Therefore, with the
profound lesson of the present before us, we can safely
prophesy this much, that twenty-five years from now
Canada” will be an autonomous and yet integral part
of a closer Commonwealth of the British peoples which,
in turn, will be a part of a real federation of the civilised
world.  And this civilised world itself—how shall we dare
draw for it exclusive lines?

I wish to say something of what Canada may be then,
and by that I mean what Canada will be if her citizens
care enough to make it so. With every discovery and
every application of science, with every advance of or-
ganisation and co-operation among men, what will be
becomes more and more what we will to be.

When people think of the future of*Canada they usually
think first of boundless yet untenanted areas subdued
by the ploughs and tractors of a prosperous fast-growing
population. Twenty-five years from now there will
still be in Canada boundless untenanted areas. In
Patricia, in the region above Lake Superior, in Northern
Manitoba, and Northern Saskatchewan, in the Yukon,
and the North-West Territory, there will still remain, as
now, the wild and the waste; and they will continue
to hypnotise the minds of those who think of greatness in
termsiof vastness. Some regions now desolate will then
be peopled, the neglected agricultural land north of
Ottawa, the fertile forest belt south of the Albany River,
the arid lands of Southern Alberta and Saskatchewan
(made fertile by vast schemes of irrigation), and the
great promising lands of the Peace River, all these will
resound to the blow of the axe, the call to the horse.

But the increasedtarea of cultivation will be a minor
part of the growth of Canada in thesnext quarter-century.
Far more remarkable, will be the new organisation of
agriculture through the development of the great co-
operative associations, through the improvement of
communications and of marketing systems, through the
application of science’to agricultureson a scale unknown
in therpast, so that:farming will take on something of
the complex character of industrial production, and
give the agriculturist endowed with brains something of
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the opportunity which is now the prerogative of the busi-
ness man.

Twenty-five years from now, for all this growth, Canada
will be a more industrialised country than it is to-day. A
larger proportion will live in towns than live in them to-
day. It is no mere accident, and no mere wilfulness of
human nature, which has brought it about that in all
civilised countries in the world, even in Canada with all
its undeveloped lands, the proportion of country dwellers
to town dwellers has decreased. No ‘‘back-to-the-land"
campaign will ever stop the scientific process which makes
it possible for an ever-smaller proportion (except in war-
time) of the working population to supply the agricultural
needs of the whole. This is a good thing, despite its
dangers, for agriculture alone, fundamental as it is and
must remain, never yet made a country prosperous.

The poorest countries in the world, China, for instance,
are predominantly agricultural, whereas for real pros-
perity, industry and agriculture must go hand in hand.

Canada has all the requisites of an industrial future.
She is beginning to realise, partly under the stress of the
War, the necessity of the thorough application of science
to industry. She has a great, and in some respects unique,
abundance of metals and minerals in accessible places.
Her one great lack, the absence of coal measures except
in the far East and West, may well be overcome by science,
and already there are signs of conquest, in new methods
of treating peat and lignite, in new processes for the
manufacture of gas, and in the development of hydro-
electricity. Twenty-five years from now the conquest
may well be complete, so that, not only on the coasts
of the Maritime Provinces and of British Columbia, and
perhaps on the coal-fields of Alberta, but also clustering
along the shores of the Great Lakes-and down the richly-
mineraled valley of*the St. Lawrence, there will arise new
and populous industrial cities. Let us hope that these
new cities will not require bitter experience to teach them
the lesson that they might learn from the unhappy his-
tory of older cities, that poverty and squalor are no
necessary concomitants of the power and activity which
increase the riches of the world.

It may seem strange to say so at this hour of menacing
war-taxation, but a grave danger for Canada lies in her
prospects of material prosperity. Twenty-five years
from now much of her wealth, yet latent, will be ex-
ploited, and a portion of her people'will be greatly enriched.
There lies in wait, even more obvious in democracy than
elsewhere, the subtle degeneracy of success, the com-
placency and hardening selfishness of wealth, the narrow
ambition to power and mastery, and the yet narrower
vanity which its acquisition fosters. If in the next
period of Canadian history the only progress were
economic, it would, under the present conditions of the
acquisition and distribution of wealth, be an evil thing
for Canada.

awakening, I think there are signs of it already. In con-

sequence we shall see more clearly that wealth is but a
means to welfare, an instrument whose abuse brings with
it profound demoralisation, but whose rightful use is the
condition of all that is worth having and worth seeking
in life. We shall'thus learn in greater measure the value
of the inner interests to which wealth should be subser-
vient, the value of wise and happy ways of living. And
the War, in the longer retrospect, will enforce the lesson
that the conditions of such living can be secured only if
we make the business of the community our business,
the well-being of the community our well-being, and no
longer dare to entrust it blindly to the keeping of any set of

BUT I think there will also be a great educational

Do You Write?

Read Professor Farmer’s Article, “Will My Daughter
be an Author?” in the August number of EvVERry-
woMAN’S WorrLp, and learn the characteristics and
qualities that go to the making of an author.

Every one craves seclf-expression, and since we all
write, more or less, we turnsnaturally to this method of
giving expression to our innermost thoughts. The
reasons why we do not all succeed in getting into print
are taken up and therdifficulties, technical and other-
wise, fully explained. If you have any talent this article
will ‘help you make good use of it, and show you why
you have failed in the past. The information given is
invaluable to those with aspirations toward authorship;
and it may be that all you need is a little technical
knowledge.

Magazines all over Canada and the United States
are wanting sto;ies, stories, stories, and are willing to
pay good prices if they can get what they want. This
article will help you give them what they want.
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