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Science.
'fIlE EN(,INE I R IN i O!ITICS.

LAW and Politics" is a common phrase; the two are often associated as
offering a field of work, perhaps a career. The doctor is not unknown

in political life ; the business man, rcprcsenting a constituency backcd by bis

own interests, is a notable figure. But, àilthoughi "political engineering" is lit-

tie short of a by-word, we seldon liear of the engineer in polities.
There are reasons for this peculiar lack, reasons suiperficial rather than

satisfying. Thiree explanations espccially might be uirgcd; the engincer, civil

or nmechanical, is a man of action rathèr than of. words, oratory iin the carn-

paîgn and cloquent defence or sharp invective on the floor of the House are
not along bis line ; lie is rarely a man of a lirnited and fixed constituiency and

no district wotnld elect a noinad as its representative lie is too mutch engrossed

nii lus profession to give tinie to the allen pursulit of politics.

These obstacles, however, are not insurmoutable ; thec orator is seldorn a

power ini the House as coniparcd witlî the capable worker on cornmiittees, the

able leader of men ; the engineer is ilot always a sbifting elenient ini the life of

the country, and iii any case the l)ractice of representing a distant constituiency

is not inifrequent. As for the engineer's being enigrossed in bis own business,

the problemi of (letaurnent froni bis inimediate initerests is not harder for hirn

tban for other men in the professions or business, many phases of which are to a

great extent cornbined in the businesslike profession of engineering.

As a matter of fact, the similarity of engineering to professional andi busi-

ness life in its status and value to the community lias hardly been fully recog-

nized. The engineer is no longer "the man of the engine," rather, as was

pointe(l ont in an article on engineering-Cornhill Mag~azine, Jantuary, 1903-

"the origin of that word-ingénieur-indicates one who contrives by thought

the mneans of succeeding in bis task. The engineer is, in the first place, a de-

signier . .. hie nst be botb a scientific and a practical. man. It is on this account

that engineering bas corne to be regarcled in the ligbt of a profession." The

status of the engineer is even higher on this side of the Water. Professor

Marx, of Leland Stanford, pleading for the broader education of engineers,

writes-Popular Science Moitthly, April, 1905: "The extent to whicb enigineer-

ing enters into soine of the mlost vexing problemis of our national »life is perhaps

fully realized onlly by ilen who bave an engineering training. The correct soIn-

tion-of these problems can in many cases be given only by engineers, but these

mutst be men trained on broad Knes. The work which the engineer is called

iupon to do is . .. in its nature broadening . . . in a dernocracy it is of the highest

imiportance that every mani realize that the noble duties of citizenship devolve

tupon hirn. Publie service is what engineering stands for; . . . that sncb

engineers biave contributed to the mental and moral uplifting of the nation, no

one who tbinks deeply will deny."

In two ways, then, the need for the engineer in politics is evident. In the

first place lie is one of a number of educated men to whorn above aIl the country


