
CARETAKING 0F RURAL SCHOOLS

the sake of the weaker ruembers of our classes
we must make sure that net only the bright
or average pupils, but aise the weaker ones
have grasped the lessea taught. Then again
every lesson must centain semething new. ~A
ehiid which has been absent but haif a day
mnust feel and lie made te feel that it has
missed something, that its class mates, who

have been regular in attendanoe, know more
than it does. Ia other words, we must do
something and do it well.

ln ciosing, let me remark that my experi-
ence bas cenvinced me that the iast peint
mentioned is witheut deubt the mest import-
ant one in prometing regular attendance at
school.
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This- subject has been considered by maay
Rs of miner importance, but when carefuliy
Studied it is readily fouad that such is net
the case. Te educate the rising generatien

te love order and cieanliness must surely be

The rail enol ean herefr ish tedo

Make our schooi house and yard attractive
and inspiring. First the schooiyard must be
eneiesed by a fence which must he kept in
good condition. A tumbied-down fence shows
Uegiect and gives the school an ondigniified
aPpearance. Next, the yard must ho kept
r Clean, ail rubhish, such as weeds, stumps,
SCattered sticks and stenes, removed and the
Wood piied up neatiy. To beautify the schoi
Rround there sheuid be a çegetabie gardea,
flower beds and trees; these are net oniy a
decoration, but aise a means of education.

Comning te the sehool building our first
effort must be te make it pleasant and whoie-
8SOme. Attractive pietures on the waiis and
ftowers in the windows (that is during the5 0 mmrer menths) heip te make the roem piea-
8ant. The reom must be- kept perf ectly ciean,
free from dust and foui air. Deor scrapers
anti do.r mnts are a great heip in preventing
Inud from being carried inte the reem. An-

* Other great heip weuid ho a sidewaik about
four feet wide, runiling from the front gate

* to the do e r. The floor shouid be swept every
day after four o 'dock. Before the sweeping

is eonmmenced the fleor shouid be iittered with
damp sawdust or semething which wiil pre-
vent the dust from rising. Dusting sheuid
ho done daily, the best time is in the morn-
ings before sehool commences. It is noces-
sary that the floors and desks ho scrubbed at
least every twe weeks.

When possible, seme one living near by
should be ongaged te light the lire; when net,
the higger scheolbeys may take turas at
deing this and aise keep on the fire durini
the day. It is quite necessary that every
rural schooi net fitted with a furnace in the
basement be provided with a modern scheel
heater, which is fixed with a water pan for
keeping meisture in the air. These heaters
are constructed in such a way that they can
facilitate ventilation. Each school should he
previded wjth a thermometer, whieh during
Scheel heurs shouid neyer read beiew 63* or
aheve 70' flit. Te keep the room free frem
flues windew ecreens and sereen deors sheuld
be provided. This wouid ho a groat im preve-
ment for any rural seheol. Another great in-
prevement wouid ho a ciosed cuphoard fer the
chi]dren 's lunches. The reom looks untidy
with the lunch pails and baskets on the floor,
and te have them thus expesed te dust an2d
flues is very dangereus. Another necessary
thing net found in every rural schooi is a
sanitary water tank.

Oniy a f ew of the thingseconsidered as the
meet important in conneetion with caretakixig
have been mentioned, and therefore many
things of miner importance must ho added
thereto if this subjeet were te ho deait with
comprehensively.

''But it is different with the school. Its resources are devoted fully and
Of set purpose to the sole end of ainplifying and directing the child's thought,
and fashioning his eharacter. Ail its appointmnents, ail ifs meehaflies, ail its
ellergies, are planned with the child's present needs and capacities and fu-
ture well-bcing in view. The school is, then, par excellence, the instrumIent Of,
education iii modern soiety."-E4dueation as Adjustment, O'Shea, page 59.


