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LORD MELGUND ON TuIE REBELLION.

ON the whole, the rebellion will do good. It will renfler necessary a
Searching, inquiry into the system of governinent of the North-West, the
System of Indian agencies, and the means to bc eînployed for the future
ruling of the country. Immigration may be clîecked for a ycar or two,
but in future the immigrant will be safer than lie lias, ever been before.
Prince Albert andi Battieford have no doubt sufferefi heavily, but settiers
generally will have benefited by the visit of the troops, while the insurrec-
tion bas unitefi in one common cause ail the Provinces of the Dominion ;
battalions from Manitoba, Ontario, the Maritime Provinces, and Qnebec,
have served side by side in the field ; and whule Frencli Canadians may
reasonably hope that their blood relations mav have a fair trial, they have
as loyaily condemnnefi the rebellion as the people of Ontario. Thi military
experience gyained will be valuable. When the caînpaign commencefi the
Irilitia department kncw nothing of the capabilities of its offiers in the
field, now many reputations have been madle, and it will kniow in future

Whtcomnmanders it can rely on. The faults of tlie ujilitia systein have
been brougl-it into relief, and every good Canadian solfier inust hope that
the departînent which has done so well will seize the opportunity of dis-
allowing, once for ail, the unmilitary outside influences, which. throughi
CUstom have so often prevailed in purely milîtary questions. It; bas been
Qenieral Middleton's lot to commrand the first volunteer or LÀviliatn soldiers
'ho have been in action. And înost gallantly hiave, meni and oflicers donc
their work. The men of bis force werc almnost uîiiversally of the saine
C19,ss as our Englishi volunteers-clerlis in offices, iechanics, tradesmen.
Tlîey werc nlot soldiers by trade. Excellcnt mnaterial, splendid mnarchers,
aPt to learn, possessed of miucli haîîdiiîess andi ingenuity, especially withi
the axe, but unaccustomied to the work required of, themi, andI witlî 1n0 tiïne
ailo0wcd them to gain experience, they wvent straîglit froin thieir homes inito
action. flic risk 'of mucli loss of life in a force se coiiposed is an excep-
tionally beavy risk for a, commander to incur, and no mni in General
Mýiddicton's columul is likely to forget their chief's generous solicitude for
th safety of bis troops. An unsee'n enemy is always a tryiiîg one, espe-
CiallY for an incxperienced force. The Métis neyer slîowed themiselvcs, but
though good shots at short ranges, in other points they wcîe contemptible.
They neyer attacked a convoy, thcy neyer cut thec wire belinid us, and
thougli Indians and IlBrceds " are borui mountcd infantry, wlio eaui shoot
as weîfrom their borses as on foot, tliey neyer hiarassed us on1 the march.
Pos8iblY the want of grass for their boises, owiîîg te the carliness of the
Sýeason, iflRy accouiît for this, but it would seem as if they intended only to
defend tbeir homes against invasion. At Fish Creck tbcy met us on thteir
frouitier, at Batoches they fought us on tlîeir owvn doorstep. They were
badîy armefi with a certain number of rcpeating Winchester rifles, but

ulaY old smooth bores, they were short of ammînition, anti it is donbtfui
ithe force with Riel ever numbered 700 men, Iindians and " Brees s" coin-

blied, The prisoners they took they treated weil, and they respected the
de"--Nneeen/bCentury.

PROHIBITION AND PARTIES.

MR G- W. CURTIS, the able and respected editor of Harpe r's JVeely,
WrPitea as foliows in that journal upon Prohibition iii the United' States:
411long the remarkable political events of last year was the general enforce-
mIet of the prohibitory law in Jowa. flic popular deinand for it was so
eneral and decidefi that leading politicians were obliged to take it into
a'ccunt- There is a înuch stroniger ', teinperance eleinent " in that party

thnin the Democratic, as there wvas a much stronger antislavery feeling
aIIigWhiz-s than among Democrats. Mr. Neai Dow, wbo bas clung

BteadilY to the Republican Party, abandoned it last spring, being as hie
annfounceed, convinced that it bafi macle "lan alliance, offensive and defen-

Vie, Witli the beer and wbiskey interests of tbe country." Thec temper-

ae question is one of importance in Ohio, but the Cincinnati Commercial
Qctztte Savs i n a conciliatory strain, te win the support of Repubuican
tel](1prancu voters in Ohio: "Ilih fraufi St. John is one of the haîf-dozen

cranks and hoodlims, fools and spite-workers andi blatherous lunkbeads,

'wh fel thtte r of importance because their unscrupulou-s andI un-

tha yC011bination defeated BMainle. St. John is guicled by an instinct
t18 proper ini defending the Copiah murderers. Biood is thieker than

Water." This tole wilî perhaps persuade ardent temperance men iii Ohio
tat the Republican Party is their best (lependence foi- the reformi wbîclî
tys,. u oee htia-bi sudutdytu htthe

larg eek BluterO iioe tha nye, iot isuîdobed tr that then

they ' Il vote witli it until Prohibition secmls to tlîem the chief issue, and
ethey wili, leave it for tbe Prohibition ranks, because the Republican

""Ywil neyer becomne a Prohibition Party. It miay lie trusted te support
In"'r 8tringerit regulation of thie traflic tlîan the Demuocratie Party, but

I 9tn mre. ~ poiy h secms te be utfidb
the Its general plc uponth subjetjsiief b

rsl8of a carefui inquiry into the woiîî of the prohibitory law in

a* Inthe ities andI larger towins it appears that the liquor traffic is
GP11 rSccretly carried on. flice whole numiber of saloons in twenty-

eig ht 8Ch ities andItwsi epre ob ni undrefi antI sixteen, as
i"St seven h undref andI seventy befou'e the law was in operation ; andthe , 5uîs eie u helre iis Naturally the authorities

,le thtci îtieS, in the State thitik that a license law is preferaî)le in every
:ay ktlo rofi hibition1 law. '[ho trouble with a prolîibitory law is that it

Whili arineyr le eforedagrainst publie setktiiint, andI flic
il to c an itd bcit isa n st r ohiiton l til, therefore, the

appalof hetemperarîce inovenieit lias nulatured a sentimient ini sucli
iit~swhili wili enforce Prohibition, the ac;tual evils of intemnpcr-

587

ance will be more effectualiy diminished by stringent regulation wbich the
public sentiment will enforce. Laws whichi outrun or defy public opinion
may be passed, but they cannot be madIe effective, flic Fugitive Slave
Law was an Act of Congress, approved by the President. It was declared
to be a more enforcement of a provision of the Constitution. But i t
was repugnaut to the general sentiment of certain parts of the country
andI there it was a dead letter. Again, if anything was sacred under the
Constitution, it was the riglit of the citizen of eue State to have ail bis
riglits respected lu the other States. But thuat did itot keav- coloured citi-
zens of Massachusetts from imprisonînent andI salc as slaves iii South Caro-
lina. 0f course we are not justifying sucli crimes andI outrages, uer regret.
ting the legal guarantee of such riglîts, nor tleprccating the temperance
agitation. We are simply noting a fact, of which. wise mhen andI legisiators
will take heefi.____

LORD SPENCER.

IT is intelligible enough wby mcn wbose trade is sedition, and wbose
livelihoofi is derived fromn agitation, should inake tiiese menstrous charges
against Lord Spencer. But wbat do the mass of the Irish population think
of Lord SpencerI Do tbey syrapathize wîth bis unscrupulous detractors ?
To believe so wouid, indeed, bie to believe thiat the Irish character bas
undergone a radical change, that the Irish have lost that " love " of "lequai
and indifferent justice, although it be agaitist thein-seives," to which. friend
and1 foc bave tili lately borne sncb ungrndgiîig witness. Foi- wbat is the
meanîng of the charge against Lord Spencer tliat Ile. set up thie gallows in
Irelanfi ? On wbose behaîf did he set up the gallows ? Except thie Phoenix
Park murderers, no mant suflered deathi dnring Lord Speîicer's admrinistra-
tion for murdering any officiai of the Eiishi or Inisu Governinent. Thec
victims whose murders have been aveugled on thîe gallows were Irish
tenants and Irish peasants. Eveni if Lord Spencer were capable of feeling
thie viîidictive feelinîgs attributed to hiiî by tie Irisli Nationalists, what
motive for vindictiveness can even perverted ingenuity discover in the
enforcement of the law agyaiust the brutal inurdi-rers of Irish peasants?
Thec accusation is as stupid as it is mlalicieus. Grant-for the sake of
argument, and oniy for the sake of argumeît-that there bas becu in one
or two cases a miscarriage of justice, even Mr. O'Brien cau hardly imagine,
in bis lucid moments, that Lord Spencer lias liail aîîy other motive than
the protection of the innocent against criiials whioîneven Uiiited Ireland
once had the decency te deuouîîce. Andi, after ail, tlic crirninals were
tried, and founfi guilty, and senteuicef to dcatlî by Irisli juries and Irish
judges. Thec utmost that eau be saicl witb trutli against Lord Spencer is
that le did not arbitrarily cancel, withent cenivinciiig additioîial evideuce,
the verdicts of Irish junies-in othr'r worls, that lic did not set himself up
like a despot above the law of the land. AndI bow bas Lord Spencer
demeanefi himself through ail tbis storîn of irrational abuse? li boas
borne it ail like a truc hoe. Witheut a spark of impatience or anger,
even without hauteur, but with a noble and dutiful patrician indifference
to uumerited obloquy ; and carrying bis life in bis buand, he lias gone
cainily forward with bis lieneficent work in Irelaufi, " without fear and
without reproach." Lord Spencer wiil net have te wait for history to, do
him justice. Ris contemporaries-ali except those whose minda are
blinded by passion, or wbose patrietism is subservient te the most sordid
ambition-have aiready sealefi with tiîeir cordial approbation Mr. GlatI-
stone's just eulogy on Lord Spencer's vicereyalty "las perhaps the most
even-handed andI intelligent administration of the powers of governînent
thiat we bave ever known." Iu the censciousness that this tribuute to his
character and statesmanship expresses the counviction of ail whose opinions
are worth having, Lord Spencer eau weii afford te treat with sulent disdain
the bitter calumnies of Irish Nationaiists antI the despicable surrender of
a Tory Cabinet to the leaders of disaffection antI diserder in Ireland.-
Spectator.

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE governefi England from Westminister like a
severeigu for an entire generation. Pcrsonahly incorrupt, thougli the foun-
tain of promaisculous corruption, he was for more than twenty years
Prime Minister. A Prime Minister was remunerated more gencrousiy
limder the eariy Georges than now. Without the expendituîe of a shilling
wbich was not honestiy bis own, Sir Robert was able to lay out £200,000
on buildings antI purchases of landI at lloughtoîî, andI £40,000 ou pictures.
Every suînmer le gatherefi a vast party of guests at lus Norfolk home to
consuit upou party interests in the intervals ef wassail, which cost £3,0O0
a year. When bis followers, saturated witlî bribes or disgrusted with bis
jealousy of every partuer iii poer, deserted bummu, lie retircd te ilougliton,
antI did not, murmur at the termination of lis despotism. Ilougliton Hall
bas been shoru of mucli of* its magnifioence. flic Hall itsclf, etrippetI and
curtailed, remains inalicnabiy connected with a national epocli. English-

mnmay lit e very preud of the period to whicb it beiongs VeStt
was- regardefi as a carcass upon wlîich. ail wbo had the effrontery to push
tbcmselves into place were free to feed. Walpole encouraged the temper
in order to leave the wider scope for bis owni insatiable but public-spirited
ambition. At a Hougliton meeting doubtless as rapacieus antI sordid a
body of politicians was annuaily assembled as lias in the most profligate
age and country tIisgraced professional statcsmnansbip. flic host's personal
tastes were as course as bis judgment of the virtue of others was con-
temptuous. Hougliton festivities wcre a round of orgies which sbockedi
the tIelicacy even of cigliteencli century squires. Yet lie was the most
succcssful administrator England bas ever kuîown. No British statesman
ditI so much as lie in layîng solidly and seuîîcl the foundatiens of national
prosperity and financiai progress. Iu the twcnty years of bis autocratie
rule the country stored up resources withîoît whiclî it couid flot bave sur-
vivefi its struggies against Royal, Republican and Napoleonie France, or
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