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THIE LOST LAUREATE.

GLADSTONE! No doubt you've blundered now and then,

BAnd we, your candid friends, take care you know it;
But, most of ail, what puzzles gods and men

Is, why, to make a lord, you killed a poet 1

You tossed the minstrel for lis tunesome trick
A coronet. is thanks are less than civil

For you-you lie bespeaks a curse and kick,
And you-you he insuits with lordly drivel!

That ceronet lias cramped a nob)le brain,
So that our Bî'itain, in tlie leasli lield panting,

Witli cars alert for sonie Tyrtoean strain,
Has lieard-a burst of inere hysteric ranting!

The fleet that slept in peace your word can niake
To belt tlie world with England's tloating thuîîder-

]But ah, too late- too late it is to wake
The clarion note cracked with your generous blunder!1

M.

LORD RANDOL1'H CHIURCHILL.

ORMaster Malapert's imitation of the style of the immature Dis-
raelj 15 amusjng enougli and cliaracteristie withal. But it is one of those
'uthreaks which lead men on both sides of the House to regard Lord
hantdolpli Churchill with despair, not unmingled with dread. m ow eau
You treat Seriously a politican who one day poses as a statesmian andl the
Ilf turus somersaults in the gutter More than rnost of our couteni-
Poraries, we have endeavoured to regard tlie member for Woodstock as a
atsl ai and a possible leader of a great party. But every now and then

*Oine outburst of gaminerie compels us to admit that the heir-presumiptive
to the COnservative leadership is but a political street Arab after ail. No
douhbt Lord Randoîpli will console himself by reflecting that similar things
WVere said Of Disraeli, and lie lived tlirough tleie ail to cîlerge as Prime
Mýiiiiater. But he did net emiergye te Prime Minister until the peopie had

forocki that lie ever wrote thenletters of Runnymede, wliereas our pincli
bekDizzy hopes to succeed te office before Christmas. Hie may reply that

lghaechanged since those days, that the new coustituencies like to
8ef Statesmen clianged, and that we are in for an era ef bargee polities.

If0', Of Course our Prince Flibberty-Gibberty wiil stand te win. But lie
7ýIl8CeCeive tlie sober, serions character of the people whom lie aspires te
l'Ile' Tliey are diverted b y lis anties. Hie enlivens the dulness of the
e0litical arena. But te entrust himi witli power-tliat is altogether
%lioth6.r 'flatter. 0f this we lad a slgît but significant illustration last
oIhi8tinas, wle 1,450 persens sent lu voting papers iudicating wlio in

tirOpinion1 were tlie greatest statesmen and the greatest huînbugs of the
d P ore every vote given to Lord Randolpli as a statesman, lie had three

Iii eug-...pl Hail Gazette.
Tao London Spectator says, referring te the impudeut letter sent by

Lerd Churchill to Earl Granville :-Il In our view, this letter of Lord
'tndOlph Cliurchull's disposes fiually of ail tlie dlaims of tlat very clever

person to leadersi of any kind. You must have aiynaledr

vern555e is desirable, but sanity is necessary. Witli sanity of mind you
getn alOng even without cleverness, but with cleveruess you caunot get

and~ ailiu Saiy Jdeed, the cleverer tle man who shows nie sobriety
do anity, the more dangerous are the counsels of that man. Lord Rau-

4ph churChili wiî prebabîy always retain a great power of mischief.
%t great Power of misehief is not an adequate credeutial for any leader,
lea of ail for thle trusted leader of the, Couservative Party."

TRIsis hLADIES' FASIIIONS'.

Tj" faî realeat a lady writes te the Pali Mail Gazette about fasbiou, and

""r fai 1atsWOUid do weil te ponder over the reniarks made :
*"' 1aes~ fsl hegreat niajerity of wemen wlio are dressedacrigt

the %iightese init is impossible te believe that any of them eau liave
auled, ljgh-1 6 îîlse of form or colour. Or do they really think the uarrow-

foe ooa led slioe, which bears but the faintest resemiblauce te a lunian
wai4becoingon their achiug-feet ? Do they believe that the narrow

Pt'pressed in hy steels and laces, is auything buit fearfuiiy eut Of Pro-
the Ove te ki-ti glt bodice which forbids ail graceful, easy mevemfents,

vrraed skirt w[jti iosru cg tte back (dress-improver,
burd!,) Wehicli performs the services of a pack-liorse by bearing its owner'5

tO a 81 lonego00d and at the same timne is a constant source of amusement

d ck) B acl h its short, sharp novements, remiiidiflg the belelder of

I tain liore than of anytiîing else-wlîat are tlîey but the ever
sa g fro8m o the tyranny of wlîat is o1w calied ' fashion ' ? uel

th e.on thle depths of a prirnSvaî forest would shrink frein seme of
ofe 'ertwome and iflelsters worn as ornanients on the bare arms .and necks

a?0 s en) *i ot te pa e h lsonîei. insects and creepiugtig
5 0 1iCarin~Jgs, brooches, hairpins, etc. Laugh at the cifreofse
Ilof th0 ~Sm Asiatie despot, and beware of comParg tl e it

*Worde' t Cohffres for ladies in our widely-circuîated fashionpars
ther ýnt hePlumes wormib aho u ont ogtta lmshv

dra' si gtuican11  witli is bs wh, bt do entfr the at ms othaeed
th Wing the asll scl ohb t runtre arso ase te
ii i9hnO1 ) Whc ral chariot and on the ' artistie' srcuekof sti

icO he i8 net ouly allowed, but ilisisted on1 in the highest circles.
s'e o tc ýOIivrsation Ibetwveeu a dresqmakpr and lier fair Custemer,
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and you wilI find that tlie very names of dress materials are rapidly geing
back to the age of Louis XL V., when the new fashionable shades were
known as tlie Sick Spaniard, the Dyiug Monkey, the Glad Widow, and
sudh like appellations. Wliat is thc ' sceuring cloth ' at present announced
as a novelty of the season (net to speak of the 1 crusled strawberry ' or
the ' London smoke ') but a step backward in the same direction?1 Howevtr,
the name is ail tliat is objectionable in the inaterial, whicl in itself is almoat
the only satisfactory part among our ' fasliious.'

IlManufacturers of ladies' dress materials are, indeed, far aliead of
modistes and dressmnakers ; for ne one lookingy at the beautiful soft stuifs
wliicli are brouglit out lu ever-growing varieties can for a moment doubt
that tliey were intended for dresses of a very different style than that
consisting of a lieavy mass of 1 drapery ' for a skirt, and a tiglit slcek-
loeking bodice. Then there are the bats and bonnets of whicli tlie illustra-
tions given in tlie lateat fashion papers ouglit surely to speak for, or rather
agaiust, tliemselves. These slapeless structures are ' still increasing in
liciglît,' and not in heiglit only but in wcight as well. Wliere will it end,
this towering-up of rihhens, flowers, fruits, feathers, birds, insects, and
new and then even reptiles and small quadrupeds i Years ago objections
used te be raised agaînst the ' fiower gardens' on ladies' bats. Alas! for
those neat little flower gardens bedded on liglit straws and laces!1 The
wliole liat or bonnet of tliose times wvas less in weiglit than at the present
day one leavy siik or velvet bow. And so it is with every part of women's
dress. There is decidedly toe mucli of it-witli eue exception, liowever,
and that exception, it need hardly be said, is forxned by the indecently low
eveuiug dresses te expose themselves in which gees a long way te shiow that
our women are rapidly losing that modest womauliness which forms oîîe
of their greatest charîns, and that, moreover, the laws of licaltli are utterly
disregarded by a generatien wlich deems it a sigu of enligliteumeut te talk
of and advocate sauitary imnproveînents of all kinds."

LAUGIJABLE NOTES FROM TIIE "lROYAL MAIL."

TiiE "lRoyal Mail " is a storehouse of amusiug and interesting anec-
dotes. It is the Dead Letter Office that supplies thc mest entertainiug of
tl&se. A number of persons seem te have an unlimited faith la wlat the
Post Office can do and ndertakes te de. The dead letter is, by a
mnistake not perlaps very unuatural in the ignorant, supposed te be a place
wliere information can be obtained about the dead. Se ene person writes
as follows :-" We heard in the paper about twelve or fourteen months
back Mary Ann , the servant-girl at London, was dead. Please
seud it te thc Printer's Office whetlier there was a small fortune left for."
This dees net excite one's sympathy ; but here is a pathetic little appeal:-
IlI rite a Line twe sec if you bard Enny thiug of my husband - that
was lef t at - il. please will you rite back by returu of post as we
are iu great trebble." The Office again is expected te find situations. A
young weman desires "la housekeeper's situation where a domcstic is kept,"
and wishes thc postmaster te find eue for her, witl the provise that it
Ilmust be a dissenting family, Baptist preferred." A farmer wants ta
know wlere lie eau profitably seli a pig of thirty stone; another corres-
pondent desires te kuew where le cari buy a parcel of Mithridate mustard;
a third wants te kuow whetler Ilthere is te be a baby slow this year at
Woolwich, and if se wliere it is te be holden, and what day." Strauger
than ail is the following. A gailant Frendliman wisles te propose, but
first wauts te know whether the lady is alive. This is lis letter:

J'ai cinquante-trois ans. Veuillez être assez bon de me faire réponse pour me donner
des résultats sur l'existence de Madame. . . Si parfois elle était toujours veuve, je
voudrais lui faire la propositionl (le lui demander sa main d'après que j'en aurais des
nouvelles. En attendant, Monsieur, votre réponse.

Under thc lead of mistakes of course tlere are some very amusing tîings.
Perlaps this is as good as any: "lA St. Louis merdhant, whiie la New
York, receivcd a telegram notifying that lis wife was i11. Hie sent a
message te lis family dector, askiug the nature of the sickness, and if there
was any danger, and premptly received thc answer : 'No danger; your
wife las had a child ; if we can keep ber from laving another te-niglit, she
will do weil.' "9Child " liad been writteu for Ilchli."

IT wiil net be possible mucli longer te defer a national decision on the
question of crematien. The evils ef our hurial custoins are coustantîy
eccupyiug the attention of hygieuists, aud they wiil liave to be seriously
considered by Parliament aud thc public. -Liverpool Mercury.

Now that Niagara Falls (Amnerican side) are free aud public property,
large inprovernts will take place lu their vicinity. There will be more
visitors, and more need of accommodations. Thc railroads and lotels will
be aided. One of the best points of inspection is Falls View, wliere the
Michigan Central Raiiroad. will ereet a ijotel. While ail this is geing on
on the American side, wlat about the Canadian side ? If Mr. Mowat
could have lis way, thc river side f rom the Falls downwards would be
monopolizcd by a railway company.-London Free Press.

AmERICAN EUlogy on Mr. Watts, thc Agnostie Orator :-" At 3 p.m.,
same day snd place, Mr. Watts spoke on ' Agnesticism and Theism.' H1e
detlued, explained, aud defended Agnosticisin as thie euly consistent attitude
between Atheism and Theism. Athcism, the speaker said, was illegical,
because it dogmatically denied that of whicl we lad ne means of gainiug
any knewledge whatever. H1e then attackcd Theisma, as degmatically
taught by the ciergy. Wlat foliowed eau only be described as a tornade
of logic accempauied by cepieus showers ef wit aud humour, with an
eccasional hailsterm of raillery thrown in. To enumerate ail the brilliant
thiugs said, weuld transceud the limits of this letter : suffice it te say, le
lef t the Christian Theists net the ghost Of a ieg te stand upen, or the dream
of a peg uI)oI whidli te haug the shadew of a hope."

Jul5u 4th. 1885.1


