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4ê4t .at hedead-lock in the American
ý4,sbroken. The Silver-repeal Bill

% lP8sed unconditionally by a con-
4eîý 018.loritY. The constricted coin-
ý , 1d business interesta of the coun-

tq "e atady drawn a deep breath of
'%' "d benleficial effects are feit on

gkt Thîshopeful resuit is mainly due

ýd bfllxible wilof President Cleve.
N ~ 0' at tinje wben moat, of the advo-

n4 0lalCoditional repeal in the Senate

t faInt-bearted and were going,
*4th M i a compromise, sent out hie

th, u8t be Il unconditional repeal

~ '~ T re, such a state of things

th .r Y of personal government
e ideas of Canalians, who ding

Iy ald the fact of the responsi-
S e, 8 1 .r lers. But seeing that the

t '~tution puts so great powers
of its onle-man executive, it

l3b btter that the chosen ruler
8. 'an Of discerniment and firm-

ness and nlot a niere automaton, to be
moved by political wire-pullers. Whether
the beneficial eflecta anticipatc-d from repeal
are immediately realized to the full or not,
there can be no doubt that a most mis-
chievous law bas been erased fron the
statute-book, and that only good can resuit
froni the change.

Unless we greatly misread the signe of
the tinie, the impending conflict with the
Matabeles of South Africn. will mark the
winding up of the affaire of the hast Com-
pany to be entrusted by the British Gov-
ernment and people with powers wbich
shouhd behong only to the reidponsible rulers
of the nation. At the time the South
African and East African Companies were
being chartered we ventured to express
wonder that such arrangements should be
sanictioneci by the British people at this
stage of their history. It would be mni-
festiy unfair to prejudge the case against
the South African Company, and we have
no disposition to do so. To what extent
they are ta blame for the difficnlty can be
ascertained only by the rigid investigation
which will in ail probability be beld. But
the giving of ruling and war-making powers
avzer regions inhabited by uncivilized tribes,
into the bands of any private corporation
with selfish ends to serve, seems to us utter-
ly inde'fensible in principle, and is almost
certain to prove pernicioua in practice.
Juat to wbat extent the Governnîent bas
alrcady taken the Matabele business into
its own banda cannot now be known. The
cabled statementa are contradictory. But
there is scarcehy room. for doubt that sooner
or later it will be the duty of the Govern.
ment to accept the responaibility for a sit-
uation which is the result of its own action.
It muet do this no lesa to protect the Mata-
beles fromn cruelty and oppression than to
secur2- the safety of British subjecta and
otber white settiers in the regions under
the control of the Company and so under
the Britishi flag.

The Huse of Representatives at Wash-
ington passed, by an almiost unanimous
vote, the McCreary Bill, extending for six
menthe the period within whicb the Chinese
may register under the Gcary Exclusion
Act, and defining more specificahly the terni
Illaborer," as used in that Act. This legis.
lation, wbicb is a virtual approval of the
course of the Administration in declining
ta enforce thîe law as it atood, is a conces-
sion ta the moral sense of the nation, w hich
revolted against the harelinesa and injustice

No. 49.

of tbe Geary Act. Wr' do nlot know what
are the exact provisiolîs of the Bill which
bas now becorne law, beyond the two points
aboya indicated. As Mr. McCreary's speech
laid special stress on the fact tbat the
Chinese, in refu8ing to register, acted under
the advice of eminent lawyers ta the effect
that the Exclusion Act was unconstitution-
ai-an opinion in whicb several members
of the Suprerne Court are said ta colleur
-it is probable that one object of the ex-
tension of tinie is to give apportunity for
testing the question 'of constitutionality.
Incleed, apart freim same possibility of a
deliverance arising from this quarter, the
only effect of the McCreary Bill wihh be ta
free the 93,000 Chinese who have refused
to register froun the penalty of immediate
rleportation, by giving them. another appor-
tunity ta camphy with the law. Shouhd
tbey still decline ta ho photagrapbed
and ta register, they would be liable ta de-
portation at tbe expiration of the six menths.
As Mr. Geary himself, while saying thuat
ho did not abject ta tbe extension of
time, strenuously opposed the McCreary
Bill on the ground thaL it did îlot as-
suriý the residents of the Pacifie shape that
it was intended in good faith ta restriet the
Chinese population ta those already there,
it may be assumed that it leaves future
action ta sone extent an open question.

During the debate an the Chinese Ex-
chusioîî Act in the United States Hanse af
Representitives, Mr. Bowers, a Republican
representative, dechared that the passage of
the MeCreary Bihl ini the shape in wbich it
thon was, and in which it was afterwards
passed, would dostroy bath the old parties
within bis State. It is notewortby that
the Silver question bas quite obliterated
party lines na far as that question is con-
cerned, in bath 11ouses of Cangress. This
is a novel situation, in the discussian of im-
portant measures, under the party syatemt
of government. What wiIl bo the ultimate
effect, upon party loyalty of these tempor-
ary intermixinga ? [t remains ta be seen
whether the supreme tarifl issue will bring
back the party adberents ta their accuistan-
ed loyalty. Vie wed in the abstract, the
tariff question seema rather to be ane of
those moat likely ta provoke wide ditfer-
ences of individual opinion. Should the
ovent show large numbers on bath aides reý
fusing ta walk in the hines laid down for
themn by their leaders, and asserting their
rigbt of independent judgment, anc miay
pretty safely infer that the aId planes of
cleavage are being rapidly effaced, thouigh
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