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eeleinstictil liffilirs.. Prom this period tu
the invasion of' the Saxonis, f("e c"cts tokl
plavce ini the eehsiicllist<iry of Egaî
%vitli tlie excce ptioîî of tuie Urth tft aIieNVlieiesy,
calle(! t'rou ti îe niaine of' i ts first; J)rc)milLat<ir
the hieresy of' Pl-l, nusi. T1his luisguicled muan
wvas a native of' Britaiîî, anîd Ilis tact z-11<l
alîility gainied Iiii lm nuny adii11eretîts'. - -
Anmongst uti er tilîiîî-S, lie believed thant
iine tic race w~aq miot iicessai'y to, etible
llieti to Iiye -acreptably to God, -ald that a,

liV lus owti tîîîsîte owers cati %vork ont
lits owiî Sa-l%,atioti :a dcrn h vir iltually
denies the necessity of' the sacrific of' the
deatli of' Christ, and stilbjiet.s its bolieveî's to,
the Ïtlp-atatioî (if Il deleiity the Lord wvho
bougolit th)eni." mhie lars in îrolids of'
the P3icts alià Scots, and the tsqun
invasion of' the idolatrous Saoscon tributed
inucili to the eradicatiol otf Gospel 'l'LtlI
from amtong th utictives of' lritain ; but
aînioîîist the fastuiesses (tf C.amnbria anid
Cornwall, whilîier înost of the aborigixial
inhliat)itaiits Iiad been (Iriveli, the liglit of'
Clîristiallity wvas preserved uîiextiîiguislîed.

Lt "'as in~ tlds state ot ffilirs thlat Augustine,
depuited by Pop)e Gregoiy the Great,
arrived in E.îîuland, wvli ere, by bis zeail and
active exertions, lie made great progress in
the sprcad uof Christiaîiity, blut hi$ uitmust
eftou f.-iled iiu inducing the Britishi clergy
to acknowledgc the spirituaî stupreînacy of'
Ilomie. Thèese latter dec'ared tliat they
kniew no, othier ubecleet to the persun
kîîii by the naine uof the Polie, t1lan wvlat
was due ini brotlierlv love froîn une Christian
to anuther. Far diIl'ereîît ini spîî'ît %'as the

rel fAugustine, whio is reporfed to hiave
exelaiîned, "l Siice N'ou refuîse petice froîn
v'otr bretliren, voti shall lave war t'roni vour

eeicand sinee Vou will nlot co-operate
w'ith us in the conversion ut' the Saxons, yoiu
shaUl receive death tit tlîcir hîanids." The
Pope rewarded tie zen! ut' Auguîstinîe, by

ap)pointiinc hin- tu the inetropolîtan sec of'
Caute rbury, of' which lie 'vas the tlrst Archi-

bisllop.
Promn this period (the end ut' the fitl

century,) to the time uft'hei Venierable Bede,
a liost ut' illtistriotis mien flourishied, whîose
numbers wvilt otily permit us to mention the
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mn reinitIi'kble. 'I71îe narre uof Sigebert,
kil ig ut' tuie ElastAîig les,itî par icular,deserves,
l1c(i)i i s beimi g the fâtîmîder uft'hei Unii-

e 4'ity (if Cambhridge ; SS. Aidait, Filliail, anîd
<ithicis tire iioted for tîteji' lab>ourîs iii ic
convîersion oif Noî't.hîuiiiti; anîd Ti'heodore,
131-itlivtlll,, .ItNill, 1N ort.iîIi, tuid (ît et

H ie Ccs'O' > I~tttie.csoso in the< sve -)
Canîterbury'~, Nvcre w.îgîle as ni 'ch for
tieji' Ipict? a1111i exetiolîs i n the cause uof
Chiristiaîi ty as for tîei r x te nsiv~e acq uiin-
tance w'it.hl the h tc'aîLure ai scienice ute the
day. 1lier<dore wvas tlie first uof the Eîiglig9h
thslîop)s to %Vl1io11 tie wlîole body uof the
clei'gy yielded the 'igmt (f supî'eiiiacy. Aid-
iei ialso <leserves a p'lace ainong the literary
mn of the age. This I ast naine i.in;ncdiately
preccdes tliat ut' the subject uf our brio't
meiiioir, ou whilnc wc shali nîuw enter.

Tihie Veiierable Bede was bora iin the yeur
67~2 or 67 2 ini the ncighbourhood ut' Wear'-
norith, iii the county of'Durliauî. H-e enternd

a înunastry ait tic cairly tige uof seveîî, iviiere lie
ivas înost carefully educatcd for twvc1ve year.
At the agc ut' îinetcen lie %vas ordained
dencon, aud from that tixue lic taug lit and
stuii<lc< wit1î uiîweaî'ed diligence, ïlîvidin?',
lus tiime bctwveeni lus books and devotioji, mil
considercd by all vhîo kniev Mîin as tlieir

p atterai. But thieîr praises abatcd ci tluc'r
luis application ixor luis ndesty, wvlicli latter
ivas as coîîspictuuus ;Is liNs Iearniag. I-is
uuaft'ectcd inodesty and h nithiity p)revcîited
Iiuun froun cici' dosii'ing to, change lus conîdi-
tion, or to affect the lionouirs to whicli lie
i.tighit liave attziined. Thie faine of' bis exten-
dver and varionis eî'udition and exLraordin,,-y
abilitie 'vwas îîot confincd to luis owvn country,
buit soouî reaclied to, distanît lands ; anid it is
u'clatc<l that Pope Sergius the first invited
1dmii to tic court ut' Ruine, w'here lie wishied
to consult liiiîî ou mlany important subjects.
But the retiring nîodesty ut' Bede would
flot allowv liiii» to accept the invitation, and
lie remnaitied t,, prosecuite luis labours in the
seclusion ut' uis xnonastery, thinking, pcrliaps,
tlîat; by remainincg i -i lus native country, lie
could gain mure tîme to make lîirselt' mas-
ter ot' every branci ut' literature, thiat the
circumstances ot' bis age wvould permit ; and
tijis not %vith any vieîv te fame or preferment'


