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I S IT ANY WONDER that the world standsaghast at the ruthless destruction of Belgiali
cities? For over seventy years there lias been
no internai discord, a fact ail the more remark-
able when we real ize that this country is made
up of two distinct races-the Flemings and the
W\alloons. One of the strong ties between these

two peoples is thieir religion, so identical as to
climinate all contention and strife. Ancd while
we think of the Belgians as a wliole, s-tili the
f act remains tlat both races retain thei r original
language and the Plleinings have changeci
but littie since the days of the Plantagenets,
while the Walzlloons in the east still retain thieir
''Romanice'' tongue, or speak the French. The
Flenings use a Tudesque language and undoubt-

edly aie descenidants of Germnan colonists.
Their influence stopped west of the iIeuse river
and as a resuit' lost ail
connection with their
mother country, a condi-
tion brouglit about by
their complete separation
thronghi the settlemnent of
the Walloons, a Celtic race
closely akzin to the people
of ancient Gani.

As early as 57 BC
Cioesar defeated theBeg,
whom lie pronounced as
the bravest of ail people,
on the River' Aisne, wliere
the Allies and Germans
have been engaged for.
some time in desperate
conflict. Fronm this battie
with the Roman leigioîîs
only five hundred re-
inained ont of sixtY thons-
and. s it any wonder
that the Germians have
fonnd this quiet and peaceful nation a stîong

barrier whien once aroused? It is due to their
stul)born resi stance that Paris is not in Germian
hancis to-day, for withi littie opposition from
thein thie capital of France would have been
captured before ample strengtli could have been
miustereci for lier defence.

In 69 A .D., Beiginm and I{olland revolted
against the Roman Enîpire, whiclî was the first
-of a continuons list of short, bloody struggles
clown to the thirteenth century, at which time
shie was p)art of the French kingdlom. Gaining
hier inclependence ini 1302, she retained saine
until thec Spanish Succession, 1702. I)uring this
war she was onie of tie main battle grounds and
lier loss in art wvas extremnely bitter. Plîilip of
Spaii issueci an eclict forbidding tlmem to build
tlieir city hialls andi otiier ornaiiental structures,
tihercby tak in- away f rom tiemn an opportunity
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