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transit for their produots to the gea, we
in this Dominion as interested parties,
should not be inactive or insensible
to our position as key to the great
question propounded by the farmers of
the West and North.West.

o< DITANADLY W8 ADVANGD.) : A wise and judicious use of the natu-
{:.::: - ST T .1’ :: ral fucilities that Providence has placed
g e 8 | b our borders, puta us in a position
Lo o ’ to render the richest and most produc-
- ‘MADZERT:SEDS:‘ENTS- tive half of this continent tributary to
o0, ten conla per the greatness of this Dominion. That
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‘Meetings of Unions.

TORONTO.

s are held in the Trades’ Assembly Hall,
bwurea west, i the following order '~
Mischinists and Blacksmiths, 1st and 3rd Mon-

da .

ye.
Wbiuters, 1st and 3rd Mondsy.
thilors, 2nd and 4th Monday.

E::uso), every Tuasday.
: ated Carpenters, alternate Wednes'ys.
rers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.

Menlders, every Thursday.

oy’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.
. Etoklsyers and Masons, st and 3rd Fridsy.
@opers, 2nd and 4th Friday.
Mhiaters, 15t Saturday.
Bakers, every 2nd Saturdty

The Amalgamated Soolety of Engine>rs, &¢.,
wmeeta in Foy's Hall, corner of York and
Richmond sta., on the 20d and 4th Friday.

She Hackmens' Union meets in the Temper.
wsanoe Hall, on the 1st Monday.

e Friendly Soclet of Carpenters and Join-
ars meets m emperance Hall, Temper-
anoce street, on tho 18t Friday.

K ©. 8. C., No. 315, meets in the Temperance

Hall overy alternate Tuesday.

OTTAWA.

Mestings are held in the Mechanics' Héll.
L’om s Block, ) Rideau atreet, in the follow-

Wree stone Cntteu, 1st and 3rd ‘Tuesday.
Rime-stone Cutters, 1st and 3rd Wednesday.
Masons and Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Thuraday.
Teades’ Coundil, 1at Friday.

Binters, 1st Saturday.

Pailors, 2nd and 4th Wed.neadny
Mernesamakers, 4th Monday.

v ST. CATHARINES.
eelings are Held in the Temperancs Hall, i
#he following order :—

X. 0. 8. C., 1st Monday.
*,ilogs, 20d Monday.
@oopers, 4rd Tuesday.
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CHBISTMAS

d Cbriotmau falling this year on .our

d;y of publmtwn we have goneé to press.

s little éarlier thao usual, to enable all

lands to- evjoy, the festivities of the

. ssason. .. By:so.doing..we are ensbled to.

axtend to all our readers the groetings

of the boason, and wish ﬂmn onle and all
—a Merry Clmstm“ '

!HE HURON Am) ONTARIO SHIP
i .. OANAL.

At‘ this_time, “when' tbe producing
" idberests of the grest West,are raising
. heir voices uhitedly againet existing
hﬁo monopohos, and domqndmg chesp

States ocall for the work, and our own
rising North-West joins in swelling the
demand; the question is, aro. we doing
our duty in the premises? Do we rea-

lize our position in relation to thie preat
work? Let us for 4 moment glance at
the rapid growth of this great country
|into which twelve millions of human

souls have poured during the last
forty yeoars, developing but a fraction of
its latont wenlth, even the extent of
which - astonishes the wdrld, already
‘oripling the railway onterprize of. the
most progressive family of tho Anglo-
Saxzon race to move the teeminyg surplus.

When such are the facts, without exag-
eration—when the present ocoupaats uf
that vast domain have only, as it were,
began to scratch the surface—bow will
it be when the surplus produced by one
hundred million of people are pouring
eastward for a market ? and the pictare
is not overdrawn at that.

Wo hold the key to the natural outlet
of this great country, and it is ours, o
to speak, to hold our hand upun the very
throtsl valve of empire. Then, are we
going to be enterprising and far-seeing
enough to possess our natural inheri-
tance now, or wait until the ratural
pressure of an over-grown production
demands the necessary improvements
that now interrupts its shortest and,

therefore, most natural route to the sea ?
It is unnecessary for us here to dwell
upon the feasibility of the route, as itis
already well established beyond a doubt

by the best talent that oivilization can
produce, under the able presidency of
Mr. Cupreol, whose self-saorificing labors
in Canada's ‘best interests ' ought to
make his name a household word among
Canadians, for goneratioas to comv.

We will simply say that all who have
any knowledge of the work, will be
ready to admit that we have no such
obstacles to sarmount in the construc-
tion of the Huron and Ontario Ship
Canal that there were in the way of the
Suez Canal, while the advantages to be
secured are second to none that ever
engaged the attention of the great minds
of earth.

We have just learned that in response
to a numerously signed petition, the
Mayor has oalled a meoting, to be held
in the St. Lawrence Hull, at 3 P.M,, on
Saturday, the 27th instant, and as no
work at present engaging the attention
of the Canadian public is more olosely
identified with our progress, or the great-
ness of our future, we hope that every
Jtrue citizen who has the best interests of
his country ‘at heart, will make it lns
business to attend.

-

A BEGINNING.
For some time back the question of
co-operntlon has been freely and fally

{and otherwise. The correspondence
that we published bearing on the sabject
was not confined to one locality, but

of the operatives were given; and it
will be remembered that.all those who
wrote were in favor of the principle, and
the general hope wss. expreased that
‘some practios! resuits would follow the
dnsousnon.,
the opinion, that such would ultimately
be the case; and we take the action of
the enterprising people of the town of
8t. Catharines as a kind of * first fraite”
of what will more generally follow. We

| would:do well in followiug the example
the *gaints’* have sot ;. and if it should
be, ‘that they cannot socomplish: what

by takmg up the matter 'at once they
will bo sll the better proparod to take

discussed 'in our columns, editorially.

from all parts of the Dommxon theviews’

We were, and are still, of

behevo .many ‘more towns and. cities |

they would wish in the prelent uuon, '

advantage of the opportunities that wil!
be afforded during the coming seaeon,
The question of cheap fuol is of great
importance to the operatives, and the
mutter .rests very materislly in’ their
own hands ; but if they wish to securo
that booun, they themselves must be pre-
pared to work for it. It is an old and
true saying, ¢ Who would be free him-
self must strike the blow,” and the
prinoiple of that maxim must be carried
out in this matter, to ensure suococess.

We are pleased to learn of the action
taken by the meeting held last week in
St. Catbarines, and expect good results
to follow the appointment of the efficient
committen. We have knowledge of the
men appointed, and konow them to be
“ the right mon iu the right place,” and
the advice we offer to the operatives of
other towns and cities is—‘ go thou and
do likewise.”

CONSPIRACY VS. TRADE UNIONS.

We are in receipt of a circular issued
from tho Pittsburgh (Pa.) Typographi-
cal Union to the Trades' Unionists and
Labor Organisations of the United
States, which we reproduce for the in-
formation of our readers :—

« Head-quarters, Com. on Counecil for
“ Members of Typo. Union No. 7,
“ Pittsburgh, Nov. 26, 1873.
“To Trade Unionists and Labor Ur-
ganizations:

“ Frienos—A combination of pro-
prietors of newspapers, in this oity,
have entered suit in the Crimiral Court
of this County (Allegbeny? , ageiost T0
members of Typographical Union No.
7. The counsel for the prosecution have
anoounced that this is to bo made a test
case, a8 to the legality of the law; en-
titled, ¢ An Act to authorize Mechanics,
Journeymen, Tradesmen and Laborers
to form Societies and Asgsociations for
their mutual bevefit and protection.’

¢ It has aleo been announced, that if
the prosecution is successful, "similar
proceedings will be had in other seotions
against trade organizations.

‘“ Our Uuion, by reeson of the recent
¢ strike,” has a depleted treasury, and is
unable to properly fee the counsel,
neoessary to the adequwto defence of its
membership, and before suspending ap-
poioted the undersigned as a committee
to arrange for counsel. In ordér to the
groper carrying out of this project, we

ave decided to call upon the various
Trades Unionists, Labor Organizations
aod Industrial Leagues, for financial
aid in this our bour of sore distress,

“ Subseriptions and donations will be
received by the committee in any sum.
All donations should be forwarded to the
committee promptly, to

' Huar D. MoGaAw, Chairman,
23 Nineteernth st Pittsburgh, Pa.”

The immediate cause of the “strike"
referred to was, we understand, against
& reduction of wages in one of the offi-
ces. which, by some means, involved all
the offices in that ‘city. Their places
were, however, filled with girls and non-
union men, which, for a time, has lost
those offices to them. The newspaper
proprieturs, not satisfied with their
temporary triumph, have brought a
charge of ““ conspiracy” against seventy
of the members of the Pittsburgh Union,
and,jrom what we cap learn they have
been iiidicted and held to trial. It
seems passing strange, but true it is,
that even in the United States an at-
tempt is made to revive the old “con-
spiracy laws,”” to prosecuté men who
have the manhood to stand up for their
rights, and strive to attain a higher
eocial condition for their fumilies.

This actionof the newspaper proprie.
‘tors of Plttsburgb brings very forcibly
to mind a similar attempt mude some
time since against the printers of this
city ; ‘but whether they of Pittsburgh
will be more successful in their attempt
to crush unionim than was the case
here, time will tell—but we have our
doubts on the subjeot. The matter,
however,. has very naturally made a
commotion in the Union camp across
the lines, and the -action of the Pitts
‘burgh employers is generally regarded
a8 a vital blow aimed.at the principle
.of unionism, and there is,, therefore, lit-
tle danger “that. the: members of the
Pittsburgh ‘ Typographical - Union will
lack funds to enablé ‘thism to seoure the
best logal ta]qnt to oonduct their oase.

.; The unowmg ol the Great Sunpennion
Bndg- st Clifton during the pressnt yesr cost
$35,000. $22,000 was paid for labor and $13,
ooofo:-mm

THE WORKINGMAN'S FU-TURE.

A writer in the Beehive, in the follow-
g vigorous article, toucbes upon the
question of the workingman’s future :

The histories of pations differ from
each other as the biographies of in-
dividuals. Chrenological .évents may
move round in cyoles of time as the
plancts move in their orbits; but the
sequence of events in our country bears
no analogy to the chain tbat runs
through the history-of another, except
that both obey the great law of pro.
gression. Those things which made
Greece renowned, contributed nothing
to the glory of Reme; the stupendous
monemoots of Assyrian and Egyptian
power find no types in European nations.
There is no resomblance between ancient
and modern history, but every step from
primeval man to the present time shows
a steady movemen? towards higher and
higher attainments, and this progression
is maintained by a series of events as
different from each other as light from
darkoess. The very elements of snccess
in one natiun seem to lead to the over-
throw of the next.

The histories of byegone nations teem

| with evidenee of the power of the upper

classes, but the history of Eogland is a

story in which the leading events are.

oarried out by the indomitable energy
of the working man. It is not # history

‘where the wealthy aud the educated

clusses pull up the clauses below them,
butwhere the lower classesaro continually
pushing up the higher, rolling down the
obstacles to progress, every ageshowing
stages of refinement unknown in the
procesding ouve, and in which every
change bears the u‘npress of the minds
of the workingmen. The struggle for
the great Charter of freedom in the reign
of King John, exbibits the power of
men who are determined to loave their
footprints behind them. The barows of
old would never have fought for the
freedom of their vassals except from the
prossure of those classes upon them.
The representation of the people in the
reign of Henry III was the work of the
people themselves, and in compelling the
barons to submit a code of "laws for the
reform of the state, they showed the
indomitable epirit they then possessed.
The people in the reign of Edward I
again cheocked the power of the barons,
and compelled the haughty nobles to
submit once more the force of moral
courage supported by latent physical
power. The Retormation, the Com-
monwealth, the Habeas Corpus Aqt, the
Catholic Emancipation Bill, theabolition
of slavery and otber constitutional re-
forms, all boat the impress of the minds
of the working men. It is possible to
conceive of men, who, though. slaves,
may by their actions wodify the charao

ters of their masters. It is possible to
conceive of men, who resisting tyranny,
it may be silently, overcome it. It is
possible to conceive of combinations of
men in the humblest positions in life,
influencing the whole tone of society.

'The working olasses have been doing

this since the days of Magua Charta,
and the upper clusses of society are now
what the lower classes have made them.
England seems destined to carry on the
world’s history to a far higher stand-
point than preceding nations, and to
durry out history by showing how men
with hard hands and honest hearts cun
direct the affuirs of a great country, snd
oreate & power before which other and
greater empires bow in submission.
Within the last few years the tendency
of all. legis ation has been from the
people, aud this tendency growa stronger
year by year as the workingman quali-
fies himself; by education and reflection,
to suggest from his individual expericuce
codes of "laws of more general applica.
tion. Few measures are now ivitiated
by the Upper House of Parliament, and
the power of the Lords scems rather to
be confined to the modification of
measures ‘introduced. by the pooplo []
representatives. Hero again the sim of
the Senatora is evidently to législate for
the people. No great reform has ever
been brought forward, but had its origin
in the discussions among the people.
Their opiniona wafted over the country:

by the press are weighed by our legis- |.
‘ lown, who, catebing the popular voice

introduce moasores which huvé been
already shadowed forth by the people.
Chambers of Commerce, Chambers of
Agriculture, philsnthropic and beneve.
lent societivs, men engaged ta worka of
charity, movements organized by re-
ligious and social assooiations, meotings
of workingmen for the redress of
grievances, establishment of boards of
arbitration and eonciliation, conforences
between masters and men, debates at
workingmen's clubs, these are the roots
from which legislation springs. As
families congregato and form sooieties,
and a8 these by expanding and massing
form nations, so the rules for the govern-
ment of a few become the principle, for
the guiding the actions of the many,
and these again in the bands of the
legilator form the basis of the lawa for-
the government of the nations.

This continual pushing upwardsof the
working classes, this stepping onward
and onward, this putting other classes
aside, indicate that the future govern-
-ment of the country will be more im-
mediately in.the hands of workingmen.
The change is only the natural seqnence
of ovents that have gone befors. From
autocratic power and authority, we
passed to Parliamentary Governmeat,
when men selected men from the clasy
above them to represent their opinious,
but they now seek to represent them-
selves. It is no longer & representution
of the people, but by the people that is
| desired. The onergy that made our
 forofathers broak from bondage and
claim the pame of free men, is pushing
on the working elasses to-day to be
among the leyislators of the country.
Onoo the workingroen are the recognised
representatives of their own body, the
tide will roll onward uatil the one
House of Parliament will be filled, not
by the representatives of the penple, but
the people themsolves. The men whe
now aspire to that position are men of
determined will and energy, and they
will not rest satisfied until 8 number of
their compeers are seated beside them.
But these men must be men of ability
and education. The ignorant man
must <lways give place to the educated
one; and then the question presses itself
upon all—Are the workingmen ready to
take up the position which the coursé
of events will require them to fill? Are
they by education, as they are by im-
telleet, fit to become the rulers of agreat
nation? In the workingmun there is
mind, determination, and physieal
energy, sufficient to obtain any objeot
that is required—the one thing absent
is education.

The successive changes that have tak- -
en place in the history of this country,
also contrasts strongly with others. No
eudden revolution sets up one class ef
mer to the dowanfall of others. No
violent measures drive the masses inte
anarchy and upset tho bonds of society.
Commerce flouriches, wealth acou-
mulates, social intercourse is unin- '
terrupted, while the change goeson, and
that change is not perceived until it is
complete, and we look back and think ef
what things were, and then we notiee
the operatiovs of men, whose power,
though almost invisible, is irresistible.
Questions that in one age are looked
upon ag revolutionary, are in the next
ealmly deliberated by men who onece
wore their strongest opponents Man-
hood suffrage, the payment of represents-
tives of the people, the shortening of the
duration of Parliament, and kiodred
unbjects, are either adopted or are
questions of debate to-day; and the
men who said that voting by -ballog
would never take place in England now
see that it has come, and others which
will briog the workingman aod the
senator more nearly akin will soon
follow. These events are among the
vataral results of things that bave been,
and the workingman neceds only resd’
the history of his country to prove how
one thing naturilly follows another.
The end portrayed will come, but the
workingman has the power to hasten er
retard it as he wills. Evorythll‘,'

appears-in his favour now. Soon hus--
dreds of intelligent, thoughtfal, educated -
workmgmen will be required to:ropresent
the views of their own class, and it will
bs to .their dugme if the country "
look round in vain 4o find them.




