THE EQUALIZATION OF ALL ELEMENTS OF SOCIRTY 1IN THE SOCIAL SCALR STTOULD BE TIIE TRUE AIM OF CIVILIZATION. .

VOL. 1.

TORONTO, THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1873

- NO 41

Fahot Notes,

The working men of South London have,
ghrongh the Tev. G. M. Murphy, requested
an interview with the Home Secretary, Mr.
Bruce, in reference to tho * viadictive punish-
ment ” of the gas-stokers. _ .
Ata s‘f)ccial mecting of the London Trades’
council on Satnaday evening, the sum of £70
was voted in support of the agricultural Inbor-
ers, divided as follows :—£25 to the Peter-
borough District union, £25 to the Bolton
union, £10 to the Spalding union, and £10 to
the Kent union.  An orders was made updn
Mr. Allen, of the Engincers’ sqeiety, the
greasurer of the épecial fund, to transmit the
above sum to their respective destinations.

The meetings of the delegates from the Lon-
don Carpenters and Joiners, representing the
various societies and branches, and the larger
firms, was held on Monday night at the Brown
Bear, Broad-street, Bloomsbury, Mr. Thomag

" Darvis, of the general union, in the chair, at
which the following resolution was adopted :
«That in the opinion of this delegate meeting,
representing the carpenters and joiners of Lon-
don, the sentence of 12 months passed on the
five gas stokers, at the Central Crimnal court,
by Mr. Justice Brett, for an alleged conspir-
acy, iz a gross outrage upon justice, and in-
tended to intimidate trades unmionists, and
working men generally, from endeavoring to
jmprove their position, and makes the Masters
and Servants act, and the Trades Union and
Crimpal Law Amendments acts, a dead letter,
» dolusion, and a snare. That this meeting
empowers its committee to take such measures
as they may deem necessary to prevent the
mischief that may arise from such an un-
tarrantable and iniquitous perversion of jus-
tice.”

1t will be recollected that one of the clauses
in the agreement signed between the Master
Builders’ association and the carpenters and
joiners in October last expressed that 83d. per
hour should be the standard rate of wages for
skilled men in London. A case came before
tho judge in the Southwark County court on
Saturday, in which a joiner, named Jepps,
sued a master-builder of the name of Jozelyn
for 1s. 7d., being the balance between 8d. and
8id. per hour for 39 hours' work. The defen-
dant pleaded that he had several men working

. for him at 4d. per hour less than the standard
rate of wages, and further declared he was not
bound by the agreement with respect to the

advance in wages, as he was no party to it.—~ |

The judge said that no master builder could
plead ignorance of the agreement, and if he
wished men to work for him for 8d. or 7d. per
hour he qinst make a special agreement to that
effect. As there was no agrecment of that
nature with the plaintiff, he should give judg-
ment for the amount claimed with costs, in
all 7s, 1d.

There was another long meeting of the Iron
Trade Conciliation board of South Staffordshire
at Wolverhampton on Monday. Mr. Geo. J.
Barker, chairman of the Ironmasters’ associa-
tion, was the president; and cach side was
represented by 12 masters and men respective-
ly. The operatives oxplained that after hold-
ing meetings in all the districts, and thereby
ascertaining the views of the men, they desired
that the masters would allow the wages of the
next six months to be based upon the prices
of bar iron in the past six months, and 1s.
bonus, This'they maintained was the spirit
of their last agreement, and they urged that
the publisbed reports proved it. The masters
offered to continue to pay 12s. 6d. a ton for
three or six months, and at the end of two or
livo months to discuss any terms for o future
scttlement. The men then asked that the
difference should be submitted to arbitration.
The masters declined arbitvation for the north
of Eingland. Men did not observe the urbi-
trator's award when wages was last raised
here. Tho men asked the masters to advance
upon 12s. Gd. if iron rose. The masters could
not definitely reply ; the question invelVed the
inquiry, would the men accept & reduction if
Drices @ropped? They could pledge the rest
of the trade to the terms they had offercd.
‘Those terms were tho masters’ ultimatum, aud
on them the work would be thrown open. The
mon expressed disappointment and will held
an agoregato meeting.
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TRADE UNIONISTS AND GAS STOKERS.

A special meeting of the London Prades
couneil and of tho delegates of the motropolitan
trades-connected with it was held on Héiduy

night at tho Brown Bear, Broad strect, Blooms-
bury, for the purpose of considering the caso
of the convicted gas-stokers, and the propriety
of appointing delegates to represent the eouncil
at the forth-coming Trades congress at Leeds.
Mr. George Odger occupied the chair.

The Chairman said the first question for
consideration—that of the gas-stokers—was
one of momentous consequence to trades union-
ists, He was not there to justify or virflicate
the strike or the mode in which it had been
conducted, but he was there to raise his voice
against persecution of® the vilest description,
and to protest against the straining of a penal
law in an oppressive and vindictive spirit, as
had been done by tho police magistrates and
an Old Bailey jndge. The sentemces passed
upon the gas-stokers by those men were atro-
cious, and utterly opposed to the spirit in which
the Master and Servants’ act had been passed
by tke Legislature, and accepted under protest
by the trades unionists. If the ruling of Mr.
Justice Brett in passing sentence upon the con-
victed stokers on Thursday was law, thenevery
maen in that room, every official of a trade
socicty, every member of a socicty who took
an active part in its operations, was lisble to
the same punishment, and the legislation of the
past two years with respect to trade unions
was a delusion and a snare. A deadly blow
had been aimed at trade unions through the
gas-stokers, and the whole of the trades
throughout the United Kingdom must rise up
as onc man and protest against such an iniquit-
ous sentenco and such a strained interpretation
of the law. Jt would also be the duty of the
trades to provide for the families of the men
while in prison (cheers).

A long and animated discussion took place,

1| the general opinion being that the unionism of

the whole kingdom must be appealed to, and
all its power and influence at onco brought to
bear upon the question.

Mr. W. Matkin (General Union of Carpen-
ters) moved the following resolution :—**T'hat
this meeting of the London Trades Council
and delegates of trado socicties desires to ex-
press its emphatic indignation at the undue
severity and gross injustice of the sentences
passed upon the gas-stokers at the Old Bailey,
and in some of the police courts ; and we here-
by instruct our secretary to at once convene a
meeting of delegates from the whole of the
trade societies in London preliminary to an
agaregate demonstration of the London trades;
and that in the mcantime all the evidence
possible to bo obtained in those cases where
cmployers or their managers have outstepped
the bounds of legality in their dealings with
their worlimen, with a view to the immediate
prosccution in a court of Iaw of such employer
or manager.” The resolution was carried with
loud cheers.

Mr. Georgo Shipton (secretary of the Couneil
and delegate of tho Amalgamated Painters and
Decorators) was then unanimously clected to
represent the Couneil at the Leeds Trade con-
gross on the 13th of next month.

"The proceedings terminated at a late hour
with a vote of thanks to the chairman.

On Saturday afternoon another mecting was
held at Boltcourt, ¥leet street, Mr. George
Potter in the chair. Among those present
were Mr. Thomas Hughes, M.P., Mr. William
Cobbett (Manchester), Mr. Latham, Mr. Allen,
Mr. George Howell, Mr. Mottesbhead, Mr. Guile,
and Mr. Applegarth. A letter of interest was
read from Mr. Harvison, speaking of the sen-
tence as *‘ vindictive,” ahd the gentlemen pre-

“gent expressed their opinion that the law had

been stretched against these men.  The meet-
ing resolved to gro to the Home Sceretary, and
to collect subscriptions to appeal against the
decision.
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SCOTCH COAL AND IRON TRADIES
—PROPOSED BOARD OF
ARBITRATION,

The following .circular has been address-
ed to the iron and coal cinploycers of Scot-
land :— :

GeNTLEMEN,—We, the undersigned re-

presentatives of the working miners in the !
. - . . . . H
leading wining districts, beg to inform you |

‘the laugh of vain derision or the sucer of

scorn at the idea of the employers meeting
the representatives of the workmen on the
ground that it would lower their position
so to act on the matter of work or wages.
We are aware that the habit of the last
seventy years, since our class gained their
froedom, is against us With -you, you
have ever made your demands for reduc-
tions without a reason given. Therc were
only two courses open—submission or re-.
sistance. In many cases resistance has
followed, and then came miscry.to the
homes and households of the miners. This
policy has produced that distrust which
has led to the miners in so many instances
seizing the moment when they thought
you could not resist to enforce demands
that may have becn in themselves unjust.
The ‘position of both classes should be
mutual trust—the position from the causes
named is the complete reverse of this—
hence the complaint s0 common that we
¢ cannot depend on our men almost to ful-
£l a contract should we tuke one.” To
those who may think that it would be be-
neath them to consort with labor by the
forming of arbitration boards we would
say, that men as high in the social scale—
higher, as elevated in regard to wealth,
more 30 than you—do it ; and they doing
it adds a lustre to their name that you
might do well to imitate. The great iron
industries of the north of England settle
all questions affecting work and wages in
this way. The ironmasters ot South
Staffordshire now do the same. For a
considerable period.the lace trade in Not-
tingham has been so regulated by that
means that men have peace and better
wages, and employers a far larger return
for their capital.. Now, on all questions
affecting work and wages, the powerful
mine owners of the county of Northum-
land meet the representatives of the work-
men to discuss questions _and to agree on
them. In Durham all questions arc re.
ferred to a regularly-constituted board be-
tween both parties. In North Staffordshire
the employers mcet their workmen on all
questions to discuss them. In South
Wales the men have for some time been
working under an arbitration award. In
South Yqrkshire strikes have given place
to conferences, which have led to tho most
beneficial results to all concerned. Ii
may, on the other hand, be thought by
the more ignorant among you that our
asking boards of arbitration to be formed
is a sign of weakness in the men. Sucha
conclusion is an idle dream. Tt is our
wish for the good of our class, and the be-
lief, as well, that it would benefit you we
ask it. It is because wo wish to sce all
things relating to us carried on peacefully
for' tho common good. In the struggle of
the pass, from ignorance, we were confined
to one locality. An order came from you
for a reduction or the imposing of another
burden. Meek submission was the omne
alternative, or a few week’s strike, or a
lock ont, and then followed a yielding from
starvation. Now, thanks to grown and
growing intelligence, things are changed,
and so changing, thatthe times are more
with us than with you. The world is now
our workshop, If onocountry cannot give
the wages, we think we ought to have
another—nay, we can try it at least, and
do it. Your capital is in your mines; by
that you are tied to the spot, and it may
bo to ruin. Again, the brand of the
illegality of our organization is wiped
away, never to bo restored, These, every
hour, inerease in power, moving side by
side with other combinations of a similar
kind in other trades, with a full under-
standing to aid each other. Itis not then
from dread of our position we ask the
change. In conclusion, let us say, that

that our constitucnts feel very anxious that ' should, you desire it we arc willing to

all gquestions that may avise in the futuro |

in Tespuct to wages and the customs of our '
oceupation ghould be - settled Ly courts of
conciliation and arhitration—such courts to |
be ecqually chosen by the emplayers and
the employed, witn an independent wm- .
pire, to whom sl eages conld De referred.

In making this vequest we may meet with

hove cither the whole of Seotland put
under oroe board, each mining county
under one, or cach district under onc—in
cvery case are we willing to so organize
them thet they will give the most satisfac-
tivn to employers aud anployed.  Should
the sounds of contention by strikes, or
the drawing of men from collieries or dis-

tricts, fall npon the public ear, they wiil
know, at least, we were willing that they
ghould be settled by rcason, not by strife.
Should the trading interests of our people
or our nation suffer from the broils of
labor and capital, on our side there was a
desire to prevent them, aud see that no
struggle should take place.
Signed on behalf of the committee,
HENRY MALCOLM, Chairman,
Holyton District.
. ALEX, M’'DONALD, Seccretary.
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LESS LABOR AND MORE HAPPI-
NESS.

We favor a system that shall contribute
most to the happiness of the individual and
the class. If the one hour saved from
lahor be devoted to intellectual improve-
ment, it is well.  If the laborer thus re-
leased applies his leisure hour to his own
domestic business, to his garden or his
shop, to his needed rest or the education of
his children, to the pleasant interchange of
ideas and good-will between neighbors, to
almost anything except dissipation,idleness
and debauchery—it will prove a blessing,
taking him out of the enforced treadimnill of
grinding toil, and giving him a statusin
the world above that of the mere toiling
serf. .

One hour a day saved from slavish toil,
if rightly employed and improved, can be
the means of creating a new class of men—
new in their capacities for enjoyment, and
for toil itself. The devotion of one hour o
day to self-education, to mental develop-
ment, can do what has so often been done
before ; transform mere drudges into think-
ing, intelligent beings, with their capacities
for healthful enjoyment increased in pro-
portion tothe cultivation of their intellects.
But this will not be the result to the man
who covets the one hour saved from toil in
order-that he may have so much more time
to devote to the shuffling of cards or the
shaking of dice at the corner grocery.

It is a common mistake made that relecase
Lfrom the necessity of labor ensures happi-
ness. Employment is the law of all really
intelligent, certainly all really progressive,
nations and individuals. Others may ox-
ist, but they do not live in the true sense
of the word. We must work with the mind
if not with the hands. The invisible wheels
and springs of the brain must be kept mov-
ing. Thought will be evolved, and in iis
proper direction is the correct cuc to hap-
piness, Let the laborer get his release
from the hitherto extra hour or two of en-
forced toil, and then devote it sensibly to
better purposes than dissipation, or idle-
ness, which leads to dissipation if not to
vagabondage and crime,
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THOMAS BRASSEY THE CONTRACTOR.

'The Teleyrapk, alluding to Sir Arthur Helps’
““Life and Labors of Thomas Brassey,” gives
us an insight into the way in which the great
contractor drew about him those who almost
worshipped him. If a great work was to be
executed ahroad, Mr. Brassey could, we are
told, rely on faithful navvies, whose tribes of
workmen, agents who served him with loving
zeal and invincible courage, and men who
would go to the uttermost part of the unin-
habited earth for him. The secret of this was
that Thomas Brassey was in every sense of
the word, a gentleman. His family was old
and good; his habits refined ; his instincts
delicate ; his taste cultivated. He was genial
in manner, and very generous, and he had—
what ho true gentleman can lack—great cour-
age. 1t might be said that he was born to be
loved, and therefore bLorn to be a leader of
men. Sub-contractors felb that if there was
any dispute he would treat them cqually and
kindly ; and mot according to tho  stict
letter of the law. Al his agents knew that it
was their best policy to the frank and honest
with their kind and considerate chief. 1Ie
was served by foreigners, as by Englishmen,
with intense’devoision. Ono instance, quoted
by Sir’ Arthur Heclps, is as good asa thonsand.
In 1866 it was of great importance that the:
works of the Lemberg-Lzctnowits Railway I

should b2 pushed on ; but suddenly war broke ;

out, and there was a_difficulty in conveying :

the money from Vienna to Lemberg to pay
the men. *‘The intervening country was oc-
cupied by the Austrinn and Prussian armies,
who were on each side of the lino— that is, on
that part between Cracow and Lemberg ; for
Mr. Ofenheim bad succceded without much
difficulty in getting the money carried on the
northern Carl-Ludwig Railway as far as Cra-
cow. However, be was full of energy, and
was determined to get on somchow or other.
‘They said that there was no engine ; that they
had all been taken off ; but he went and found
an old engine in a shed. Next he wanted an
engine-driver, and he found one, but the man
sail he would not go, for he had 2 wife and
children, Mr. Ofenheim answered, ‘If yoau
come I will give you so many hundred florins,
and if you get killed I will provide for your
wife and family.” They jumped on to the old
engine and got up the steam. They then
stariced, and went at the rate of forty to fifty
miles an hour, passing between the sentinels
of the opposing armies; and Mr. Ofenheim
states that they were so surprised that they
had no time to shoot him. His only fear was
that there might be a rail up somewhere. But
he got to Lemberg, and that was the saving
point on the line—they made the *pay.’”
When the Emperor of Australia heard the
story, he asked,  Who is this Mr. Braesey,
this English contractor, for whom men are to
be found to work with such zeal and risk their
lives?” Qn being answered he sent him the
Cross of the Iron Crown.

The extent of Mr. Brassey’s enterprise may
be gathered from the tact that, at some periods
he and his partners were actually employing
80,000 men! As to his wealth it was finally
very great ; yet it is rather surprising that
the percentage of profit on his underiakings
was compn.mtivd} small—that is, as nearly as
possible three per cent. He laid out seventy-
eight millions of other people’s money, and .
upon that outlay retained about two millions
and o half. ¢ The rest of his fortune con-
sisted of accumulations ;” for he was a man of
moderate personal expenses. Butit is pointed
out that this wealth was hardly “realized,”
so to speak, until Mr, Brassey’s death,  His
capital was continnously involved in specula-
tions attended with risk, Tor instance there
was a period in 1866, when his liabilities were,
even for a man of his resources, very gigantic.
In connection with the Victoria Docks he was
liable for §1,500,000, and under the Danish
contracts, for $4,000,000. He held bonds of
the Lemberg Company to the extent of §6,~
000,000 ; but as the line was not opened, they
were unsaleable, and he had mennwhile to pay
on this very line ready cash to the extent of
$200,000 or $250,000 a month in wages. Here
is on instance of the courage we have referred
to before as one of the salient characteristics
of Mr. Brassey’s mind. The Austrian Come.
pany had no spare moans, bad paid him mere
promises, and could not raise aloan. Every<
body advised him during the crises of 1866 to
stop the Lemberg works, and not advance
hard cash out of his own pocket, but he push-
ed them on, finished the line, thas set the
company on its financial legs, and raised to a
saleable value, the bonds ho held. His capi-
tal and conaage combined conquered in the
long run. In fact wo see that Mr. DBrassey
was rauch more than a contractor. He gave
credit to such a vast extent, while he had to
pay his men ‘‘on the spot,” that he shared
the risk of many companics, and, at some
periods of his career, financial ruin was not
only possible, but, to s timid man, might
have scemed impending. With quite, gonial
courage, and manly faith in his agents, his.
undertakings, and himself, he *“‘took the
sunshine and the storm” as *“parts of the
contract,” and died worth millions of money,
honestly carned, and leaving useful monu- -
ments of his enterprisc in many lands. He
was a great English pioncer—a maker of Eu-
topearr paths that will live as long as the
Roman roads, which were the glory of the
older race. .
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Wiurre Harr, corner of Yoonge and Elm
streets, is conducted on the good old English
principal by Bell Belmont, late of London,
Englund, who has ‘gained the reputation, by -,
strict adhorence to busiuness, of keeping the -
best conducted saloon in this city. The bar .
is pronounced by the press to be the' ** prind
of bars,” and is under the entire management’
of Mis. Emma. Belmont, whose whole study'is °
to make the numerous patrons:to-tliis well-:
known resort comfortable. Visitors: to this:
city ‘will not regret walking any distance to..’
500 this—athe handsomest bar in the Dominion .
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