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ters of woader. But perhaps never,.until the present age,
lias this principle been mnace the miotto of a great action
of philanthropy ; neyer before did t]îousancls unite, to-
gethcr for the mioral 'bcnef-it of their fel1owv-uen by means
of an express abridgernent of their o-wn iberty of indl-
gence., And, after ail th-at, bas becn pointcd ont as dis-
tinguishing th is rom -arkahle perioci, perhiaps n othin g is
more worthy of being rŽgairdcl ns its distinction, in a
moral point of view, than this: - that multitudes have
ttbantidonced,-iiot for a timie, but for ]ife, - a custornary,
innocent, mioderate, gratification -- wichclidid thcem per-
soiially noliharmi, ai apparently tlreate-uecl thiem nolharin,
- on the single o-ronnd that others abiised it to harn,-
that Il this liberty of theirs w-as a stiumibling- block to the
wveak."1 In th is way, an atteînpt lbas been macle to begin
the rernoval of' a grent niass of crine anci -- retchedluess
the reinoval. of which. once seemeci 8o hopckess, that the
boldest enthusimst hardly dnired to drenni of it ; v'hiech
hiac so entrenched itself' in the passions of mien, ini their
h-abits, in thecir laws, in thoir interests, duit it lritghced
defiance on ail opposition. Against that evii thiis princi-
pie of disinterestedness bas been brouight to bcar, and the
evil li1as beguLn to gi ve way. An illustrions exemiplifica-
tion of the slrength. there is in Christian riflection ; and
the appeal to the nobler impulses of hunian nature.

The wvords cited express the principle on which. this
action bas proceecled, and arc at once its authority and
justification. The unhappy class of si n ers by iii tenmperato
excess bad becoie alarmningly large. It seecd as if
there were no hope of retrieving the lost, or of checking
the progress of others to the saine muin. But it wvoulcl not

do f0 ]et the plague rage wî,,thoiit an cfbrt to stay it.


