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STIMULATE INTEREST IN MINERAL WXALTH

International Mîning Convention Wants Removal of Fixed
Prie on Silver Builion--Capital Prospectera Needed

T HE International Mining Convention was held in Van-
couver on March l7th, 18th and 1Oth. Most of the. timne

was devoted to thie discussion of the most promising fields,
for prospectlng throughout British Columbia. That thoro is
now a d.arth of men engaged iu the pursuit of locating rew
minerai deposits was admitted by the speakers, and in the,
came of William Brewer, Nanaimo, it was .tated that tweuty
years ago there were about 500 prospectors tiiroughout the,
province, while to-day there are flot more than, ton.

Geo A. Clothior, Prince Rupert, who is in charge of dis-
trict No. 1, afte.r relating the. goological conditions of the
nortiiwestern section, described the, geographical adantages
offered. "Six iiundred m~iles of cost lin. is what we have
tiiere," he said, "whichii l a natural solution to the, transpor-
tation problem that exiats lu many places lu this country.
Notwithfltanding the, Bear River boom of 1910-11, in which
mny people gatiiered conuiderable oxperleuce, the first dis-
trict wlll ultimately prove to b. the. greatest mining country
on the~ continent.

"One of the. errors that has been made i the. paut by
men who undertook to cash lin ou natural rasources is that,
iixstead of being satisfied with $25,000 for their claims, tii.y
hava iield out for $100,000, and thereby scared away the.
ixnvestorY" Continuing, the. speaker utated that the. produc-
tion in his district last year amoianted to $10,000,000. lI
concluding, Mr. Clothier expressed the. hope that every effort
uwould b. made ta have prospecting included in the. vocational
training programme for returned soldiors, tiiat tiiey woulcl
b. fitted to take advantage of the. untold w.altii now lying
dormant, waiting for the. iand and mind of maxi to bring it
to the surface and convert it into wealtb.

John D. GaUloway, of Hazolton, in describing the, con-
ditions .xlsting in district numxber two, said that the section
ovr which ha has jurisdiction contained au aras of 100,000
équare miles. "The. history of placer goli miniug lu the. dis-
trict goe. back ta the. early sixties,» said Mr. GaUloway. "Ast
that tinie tha old taira of Barloerville iras li the, iey-day of
its career. Production reached a maximum in 1863, wien the.
total output was around $4,000,000. Tii. values fluctuated

thratruntil last year the. production was valued at

at a profit. Tiiere are many amali high-grade
eu b. worked by two or tiiree men, and to thi
attention of men returning from the field of
directed."

"Tii. opportunities are boumdless," sald M4i
of Nanaimo, "~but it takes prospectors to loca
Twonty years ago there were over 500 proE
abouts; nom there are not more thaxi ten x
added. "The. prospecter lu a louesome'maxi,"
Bromer. "H. lias no faxnily, as a rule, and
tiiere are no sono t. carry on where iie left of
are born witi esch generation, and it is thie
for us ta train nem materiai ta foster the. mdi
the, future of British Columbia depends, ta a la

Fleet Robson, provincial mineralogist, alsi
address, outlining developmexits during the. 1
presaging a briglit future for the lndustry t
province.

Stimulate bItereet
Efforts to stimulate interest lu the. Min

of Britishi Columbia crystallized lu the. adoptih
tion ait the, closing session of the convention c

Cif among the. actions urged by the. dg
tenidanice was tint the. University of Britishi (
more adequata provision for the. enlargement
ment. relating ta mineralogy. It mas aho-n 1
unlverslty budget coxitains a yearly grant <
agricultunral extension, tiai the geological ai
partax*nts conbined raceive les. than $15,00(

Tii. resolution as adopted iu this respect
"That the, mining industry reccive froni

the, attention rigiitly due ta us, and urge thi
monts of geology axid minlng roceive budgets
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