
TRE NONETADecember 13, 1918.

run, that the heavy tax upon land was-finally shifted te,
the consumer. Land cati carry its fair share,0f taxation,
but not the entire burden. To be sure, the conditions of
the prohlemt are changed for the farmer if the tariff and
aIl other forms 'of taxation are abolished. But under

present conditions a heavy taxt upon land in the attempt

to break utp large holdings, may not bring the -exact re-
sults expected.

Soldiers' Settiement

SIt strikes us that the only solution of the land problem,
and thus of the soldiers' problem, and the problemt of
imimigration in the West, is to bie fôund not in the con-
fiscation o f I and, or in the placing of a permanent tax upon
the economic rent of land, by the State, but in the graduai

purchase at a fair market value of al Ilanâs, hcld oj4t of
use for.actual settlers. Even if this land is bought at as
high a price as $3o pcvr acre, the paymnent if the interest
and principal according to sorte amortization plan will

lay a ranch lighter burden upon the settler than is carried

at prescrit by, tenant farmiers in Iowa, Kansas and other
Sttes in the Union. A rentaI paymnent thiat would bring

with it owne-rship, in tweinty or thirty years, s.houîd
prove moSt attractive to newcomers front both the United
States and Euirope.

As f ar as our soldiers are concerned, it would appear

that, inst-ead of giving themi hoinesteads in the back dis-

tricts far remioved front railroads; and mnrkets, with a

loan Of $2,500, it would he more equitable to put thent in

possession of land În good districts and in areas already
fairlv well scttled. lnstead if presentinig themt with land,

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Editon, The. Monetary Times.
Sir,--It has been said,, "W. cannot histe thema. w

kuow" but 1 think ti truth has a different meanlng in
somne respecta uow that we have been throughi a great war
against people w. did net kaew, but new do know, ton
barbareus ruffians who have ne spiritual lite or thought;,
whe regard weoaen and sacred things as mere chattel; who
lookc upon lite ln the. meat selishu ot manners; who looked
upen material succeas aud national aggrandizement at the
expense of others, as the highest ideal la persenal and na-
tional lite, However, the allies have taught theni that the
idea that "Might is Right" was ail wrong, and la its place
have ralsed all oven the world the. banner we have always
toilowed aud wilI now b. followed in very iacreasing num-
bers that "Justice is Right,"

Lethbnidge, a remoe part ef Canada, that wendertul
and loyal part ef the. Great British Commonwealth (I 11k.
that term better than Empire, because it sounds truer and
nepresents what w. really are, a «goverrament et the pee-
ple," etc. etc.), bas muel reason te be proud et the. great
part it played in te Gret War. W. sent ever 10 per
cent. ot our population- our best, strongest, aud manly
boys-te belpi prove that justice lu right. Now some lie ton
even "where poppies grow in Flanders Fields," revered, re-
speeted and glonifled la the. hearts ot the people et Leth-
bridge. Somie will returu, battened and wern as neyer men
were battered aud worn betore, weary with, sud et, war.
Others will retura whele and hearty atter having taced the
eaenxy wlth undaunted courage, held the gap) that tri.d the.
seuls ot mien and made them great.

To ail et these the eity, the province and the. Dominion
are under a full measune et obligation. What lu that
measure? Simply a cha~nce te have a decent living untaint-
ed by eiiarity. They expeet thls-nothing more and nothing

Th~isa eitY is prepared tp do its beut; its powers fon
dir'ect action are very Uimited, but its geverament and
citizeus cau de a lot tewards stimulatlng and helping the.
~other governinents In ail the~ sclieues that cau be devised,
that bear the posgibiîity et succeus. This tiiey will do
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some part of the $2,500 mïght bc given in lieu thereof,
langthe balance to be paid on an amortization basis.

Thec land would thus bie brought into productive use; the
men who have earned the ri-ght given an opportunity in

life; and the national burden bu çatýed by real wealth crea-
tdon. As is well known, both V'ictoria and New South
N\Vales have carried through sîmiilar projccts with conspic-
uious suecess, and the problemt should not bie too difficult
for Canadian statesmen to solve. Conditions, of Course,
are different in new Ontario whe-re the question is one to
li aitacked by the provincial governmient itself.

It may be said, in conclusion, that we are convinced
that haif the cost of bringing the land under cultivatioti
can be cut away under a community seulement seheme,
whereby co-operation will take the place of individual

effort. Here ainthe sever-al Australian States have

afforded proof of the wonderful resuits that may bie

achicved by unitedi effort. Under coripetent supervision
and management, houses, barns and outbuildings may be
constructed, wells sunk, and equipmient secured at f rom 20

to 50 per cent. less than the cost to, the individual under-
taking this work alone. Here the provincial universitie

would prove of supremne value. Their engineering, ani-

mal, and field husbandry departmients could render con-
spicuous service in securing worth-while results. It ma3'

be s.aid that already Dean JPutherford of the Uffiversity
of Saskatchewan has donc much in this direction, by
making expert direction count in the agricultural lufe Of
the province. Under a comnprehensive land settiement

scheme the agricultural departmerlts of the~ provincial

universities would acquire new significance and value.

From ail ever the country plans and schemes will bc
provided and perhaps puahed wlth vlger as a solution of
the return of the soldiers te civil lite. But we must IaY
ourselves out te discover real means and net, chinierical

The best plan te accompliuh this, in my judgment, lu te
tollow faithtully the lead that is set by the men whom, the
government at Ottawa have charged with this responsibility,
until we ind they are falling down, if such lu possible, in
the. laber they undertook. Good advice will surely always
be acceptable te theni, and the preper presentation ef every
local seheme et merit would bie good and helptul advice.
This city, through its board ef trade and other public bodies,
is giving some et this good advice whîch it la hoped will be
grasped ini its true meanlflK and werth. These embrace
irrigation schemes, water fnding achemnes, transportation
and grain sterage, What better plan can b. devisedl te talce
care ot the. returned seldiers and replace them in civil lite
than these that maIre the country prosperous? >

However, it may not b. amias te say that tee rapid de-
mobilization nilght be a very wrong course that may lead te
Bolshevikism te an undesirable extent. The soldiers deserve
proper treatment, and if they do not get it they will simply
dIo things. The. government should keep the men in the army
and la unitorm, nôt necesssrily cooped up in barraccs or
under rlgid discipline, wlth ail his present'emolwnents ulntil'
he an be placed in a position te earn a living. The. gov-
ernmient cotild soon accomplish this by spending enough
money, which it caa have front the over-subscribed Victery
Loan, on ail kinds ot works thnt weuld make ton presperity
in the couatry. Two yiears wevuld, se. every soldier in his
little nook well satisfied and happy.

Yours, etc.,
F. D. L. Hardie, Mayor.

Lethbridge, Alta.

PAYMENT 0F SASKATOON COUPONS

The city et Saskatoon has arrangedl that its interest
coupons due lst January, 1919, will be met ut the Bank et
Montreal in Toronto or Montreal instead et at the Union
Bankr in these cities.


