
lceeping qualities. Then as to t'he cutting of the large
knucklc bonie. This exîsts entirely in thie imagination of,
I suppose, Mr. W. A. McKinnon, Canadian trade agent at
Bristol. There is very littie bacon sent to England from
Canada except what is known as Wiltshire sides,' from which
flic knuckle bone is flot taken. I do flot believe that the
veriest novice in Canada as an expert packer ever dots this,
so that our representative in Bristol will have to be quite
sure that his statements are facts.

1t 'reminds me of the would-be naturaliat, who wrote a
descriptio 'n of the lobster, describing it as a fish red in
color, that nioves backward. The author sent this to Frank
Buickland, the celebrated naturalist, of wurld-wide reputa-
tion. In acknowledging it Mr. Bnckland thanked him for
his very interesting account of the lobster, but added: "It
is flot a fish, neither is it red in color, and it dots not walk
backward."

THE WM. DAviEs Co., LiMITED,
Per Wmn. Davies, President.

Toronto, 2Oth May, 1905.

THE GROWING WEST.

A tribute to the remnarkable progress of recent years
ini the Canadian North-West, and on the Pacifie slope gen-
erally, is paîd by a pruinrent gentlemnan of Montreal, Who
visited the West coast duiring April and May. This gentle-
man is Mr. Ir. Stikenian, general manager of the Bank of
Britisli North Amnerica. Hec had flot been out west sincê
192 and remiarked great chaniges, especially ini these three
particulars: (i) The importance of flhc cities; (2) the rapid
growth of the towns; (3) the tremnendous increase ini the
quantiîy of land now und1(er cuiltivation. Another thing lie
noticed was the highi degree of contentment p revailîig
amlong the farners atid ranchers; tItis was the case inBritishi Columbia as Weil as in the Territories.

A reasun why flot every one rushes to prairie farmîig
ii fotund ini the following statement: While people are
comning into the country east of the Rockies by thousands,
one also secs the forest lands bcing clcared uip, and whicn
You ask why any one should go to the trouble to cuit downi
trees and clear off stumps, when sections of land can be
had on the prairie at snch advantagcous termas, the followinig
sensible explanation is forthcoming;

"It îs argued that where the forest exista the rainifail
nieyer fails, and many prefer to labor awhile and clear homes
for theniiselves where there is no possibility of droutii;
hence ail sections of western Canada are being filled up with,
an excellent class of settlers."

There is to-day less distanice between the famier and
the cities or good-sized townis. lnideed, the cities and
towns want the fanmer close to themn, for the sake of what
lie produces on his land or on his fruit trees, or in his
dairy. And cattle-raising is beconiing a great source of
riches to the North-W\e.st settlcr-lik-ewise the price of
cattle is goîng steadily uip. Whule Mr. Stikemian lost no
oppo-rtiinity of talking wvith people of cvery class in tlic
great West, hie had niaturally very close conference with the
mernbers of the banking fraternity, with the restilt that lie
returnas to the mnoney centre of the Dominion strongly of
the opinion that the western Provinces are souind to the
core, He considers that ail the banikinig facilities the Westý
requires are now at its doors.

As to the banking methods of the West, Mr. Stikeman,
himiself of dcidedly conservative views, declares that "the
conservative methods of theCanadian bankers have been
pretty, well sustained in the West, but in view of the fact
that there are su mnany conrpeting institutions in the country,
a good many farmers have probabiy borrowed nioney to
add to their holdings, inistcad of waiting and making the
reqttired sum out of farming operations.» He believcd,
however, that the country is ver>' prosperous, and its
gelieral conditions eminently sound.

As is generally known, the Banik of Britishi North
America does business in the Pacific United States, and lias
a branich in San Francisco as well as offices in British
Columbia and the Yukon. The general manager brinigs
satlsfactory aews fropi Dawson City'. From their owïn
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representative and from other reliable sources lie learns
that, like ail other placer mîning districts, the amount of
gold yearly obtained is receding, and the floating popula-
tion has decreased, but that land must long produce gold.
He likewise discussed mining conditions in British Columbia,
where, hie declares, that the wildcat metliods have no longer
their abiding place. "The attention of experts is now gîven
over to'the question of treating low-grade ore, because the
future of the Province is bound up with its solution."

MUNICIPAL MOVEMENTS.

Two news items of great interest to the helievers in
municipal insurance were reported on the i8th inst.-ver
antagonistic in character. One was that the London (Eng.)
County Council had decided to hny the Northi London tramn-
ways and electrif>' them; the council to spend $6o,ooo,ooo on
the project, which will. add another loo miles to the lines
already owned and managed by the people of London. The'
other item refers tu sume strange proccedings in Fhla-
deiphia. Here, says the despatch, amid scenes of disorder

unprecedented in thc annals of that. city, the city council
voted to lease the city's gas works to the United Gas Im-
pruvement Company' for a termi of seventy-five years for
the total suni Of $25,0oo,000, the money to be paid in varions
amounts before the end of i907. The vote in cummon
counicil was announced after thrce hours of debate, and a
great uproar was started in the galler>', whidh was crowded
to the door. From aIl uver the gallcry came hisses and cries
of , thieves." The outburst was somewhat startling tu the
presiding officer, who made a vain effort ta gueli it. Finally
lie sent for a sqnad of police officersi to clear the galler>'.
The crowd continued to hiss, and called the council thieves
and other namnes until the police arrived.

At a joint meeting in Gaît of the town councîl, huard
of trade, trades and labor council and citizens on the mti
mast. it was decided to recommend the council to cstablish
a loan fond of $zo,ooo as an initial step for the purpose of
assisting prospective builders of moderate-cost bouses. The
idea is that anyone who bas a piece of land within the
municipality on which lie wishes ta erecý a dwelling-housc
will bie luaned a sum n ot exceeding $mooo, 'for which the
municipality will take a firat niortgage on the 'property,
said boan to he repaid in equal annual instalments, interest
and sinking fund to be calculated on the price for which
the municipalit>' can 'seI the debentures,. said debentures
to mun for a period of fifteen years. Possib>' special legis-
lation would have to lie undertaken to authorize sucli an
action, but nu great difficuilty is apprehendcd in obtaining it.

THE NEW TRANSCONTINENTAL LINE.

The finit report of the Transcontinental IRailway Commis-
sion has now been presented to Parliament, and would appear
to confirni the favorable impressions previoiisl> formied
with regard to, the easy grade obtainable and the character
and resources of the country traversed. It is stated that,
the board have decided in favor of taking over a portion
of the aurvey work on the castern division, which was per-
formed b>' the Grand Trunk Pacifie, and paying for- it the
sum Of $289,861, As regards the route through .the country
east of Winnipeg, it is hoped that a better lîne will lie
discovered than that advised b>' the railway survcyors,
though this is looked on as being ver>' fairl>' satisfactor>'.
Another point uipon which settlement still remains to licreached is as to whether the line shall rn nortli or sonth
of Lake Abitibi in Ontario. It is now definitel>' assertz-d
that the Abitibi region and the country to thec west of it
are ver>' inviting in the agricultural and climatie sense.
The districts around. Clear Lake, Que., and from there to
Moncton shotnld also be quite valuable with railroad facili-
tics.' Arrangements to secu-re uniforni specifications in the
eastcrn and western divisions of the new Transcontinental
Railway have been apLproved. It has been asscrted tlhat
there are almost insuperable physical difficulties in the way
of constructing a direct hune bctween Monceton and Levis,
but the route, as the surveys, show, ruins ail the way through


