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Editorial Motes

THE FACTOR OF POVERTY IN SANITATION

The factor of poverty in sanitary problems was disenssed in
Washington November 26th by Surgeon-General William (' Gor-
ras, whose suceess in cleaning up Havana and the Panama Canal
zone have hrought him reeognition as America’s Teading sanitarian,
IMis audience was the Clinieal Society of Surgeons, assembled in
their twenty-fourth annual meeting,  Dr. Gorgas said, in parvt:

““Sueh sanitary work as is necessary in the tropies is inexpen-
sive, but measures directed against special discases are not the
greatest good that can he accomplished by sanitation.

“Before these great results that we can all now see are paossible
for the sanitarian, we shall have to alleviate more or less the
poverty at present existing in all civilized communities.  Poverty
is the greatest of all breeders of discase and the stone-wall against
which every sanitarian must finally impinge,

“Puring the last ten years of my sanitary work I have thought
much on this subject. Of what practical measure could the modern
sanitarian avail himself to alleviate the poverty of that class of
our population which most needs sanitation? It is evident that
this poverty is principally due to low wages; that low wages in
modern communities are principally due to the fact that there are
many more men competing for work than there are jobs to divide
among these men. To alleviate this poverty two methods are pos-
sible, either a measure directed toward decrcasing the number of
men competing for jobs, or, on the other hand, measures directed
toward inecreasing the number of jobs.

““The modern sanitarian can very casily deercase the nmumber
of men competing for jobs; if by next summer he should introduce
infected stegomyia mosquitoes at a dozen different places in the
southern United States he could practically guarantee that when
winter came we would have several million less persons competing
for jobs in the United States than we have at present. This has
been the method that man has been subject to for the last six or
seven thousand years, but it does not appeal to me, nor, I believe,
to yourselves. This method is at present being tried on a huge
scale by means of the great war in Europe. I do not think that
I risk much in predicting that when this war is over and we shall
have eliminated three or four million of the most vigorous workers



