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is not necessary to mention its technique. Its object is not to fix the
uterus to the abdominal wall, but to forni suspension ligaments
which xviii hold the fundus forward i its normal position.

The principal arguments in its favor are the case with whichi it
is performned anti that in the majority of cases the resuits are good.
It seidomn interferes with the after pregnancies.

The arguments against it are numnerous. It produces an abnor-
niai adhiesion, a p)athologie condition wbich wouild be considered a
menace to heaith iii any other place iii the abdominal cavitv. A
inimber of cases have been rel)orte(l xvere it bias callse(l intestinal
obstruction or severe disturbance with the normal bowei function.
The fact that, with the uistial technique, two smnall1 bands resuit,
makes the (langer of incarceration of the bowei or omentiimi ail the
more hiable. Even with tue best of care. a firîn fixation somnetimles
occur. Sometimnes the bands strctch ont so long that the fondus
is again perînitte(l to faîl back into the hoilow of the sacrum. The
b)ands are pracýtically devoid of muscular tissue, 5C) that whcn once
stretched out by a pregnant uterus they neyer retract to their ori-
ginal length.

The operation bas been miodified by the late Geo. F. Fowler, bv
susp)ending the uterus to the urachus ; and by Miartin, of Chîicago,
who tises a strip of peritonenm fromn the edge of the abdominal
w'ound, xvbich is passed throuigh a sinaîl slit under tue peritonenm
on the fundus of the uteruis. Ile thtîs obviates the use of any non-
absorbent sutures.

The intra-abdominal siîortening of the round ligaments xvas hirst
suggested by Wvlie, of New York, which lie did by simiplv folding
the ligament on itseif once and stitching it together. This has been

miotifled by M\arin, who fornied two folds. and by Webster, who
madie a single fold, andI then passetl this through the broad liga-
ment and stitched it to the posterior waiI, of the tuteruis. Many of

these operations give excellent resuits, but thev ail have tue fault of
using the good end of the ligament for foiding ani leave ail the
strain upon the very weakest part of the ligament, at the internaI
abdominal ring.

They do not interfere with pregnancy. Ashton, of Philadeiphia,
in baci cases recommends the combination of the ventro-suspension
and the Wylie operation.

In order to secure the service of the strong end of the broad

ligament, Giihiam, Ferguson, Grandin and othiers a(hvocate tue


