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THE MOD)ERN MANAGEMENT 0F, MALARIAL ANEMIA.-

One of the miost obistînate forrns of anemnia \Vith w hich the
physician lias to contend is that which succeeds inalariai infec-tion. This particular form of anemnia is, uinquestionably, duetlirectly to the structural changes induced by the protozoon
parasite. While a mild formi of anemnia is a comimon, if notinvariable, consequence of malarial infection, thiere is a severetype, termied nialaral an emia, wvliich flot in frequently occurs.This latter variety ulsuaily responds siowiy to curative mneasures;
and, since its existence renders the individual a fit subject forrecurring' malariai manifestations upon the sligiitest exposure,
the importance of its cure cannot lie too strongly empliasized.
The doctrine of the latency of malarial poisoning iii the humanbody is rapîdly gaining in popularity. Sonie authorities evengo s0 far as to dlaimi that a person wiio lias once been inoculateti
with the nialariai protozoa neyer compi etely recovers. Whether
this be true or flot, it is certain thiat the protozoon parasite doesýexert an influence xvhîch tends, for a great length of time, tolower vitality an(l rentier feeble the po\vers of resistance torenewed attacks. This is especially true iii the case of womnen,
children andi persons of adivanced age. Recent investi gatorsunite in ascribing the cause of ma/arial nmeania to the liberation
of hernoglobin froni the red corptiscles in the blooti vessels. Thepigmentation resuilting from this liberation of hemogiobin isone of the characteristics of nialarial infection. Anti while thecoloring niatter may remain iii the b]ood streanm, it usually
infiltrates into the celis anti neighiboring tissues. The deposit ofpigment is especially great throughiott the tissue of the liver and
spleen. The thickening and softening of the mutcous membraneof the stomnach which always attends malarial infection, seemslikely to contribute, at least to sotime extent, to the developmnent
of anemia. Ini every instance the degree of the anenlia is intdirect ratio to the amionnlt of the hienogiobin liberated fromi thered corpuscles. Anti this fact explains the l)hulosophy of effect-ing repair by the administration of iron, the hemoglobili-con-
tributor. Whether or not the protozoon parasite is ever coin-pletely eliminateti froni the economy remiains an unanswered
question. But it is now tiniversally conceded that the protractedadministration of mron tloes rentier the individn-al partly, if notcomipletely, exempýt fromi a retuiri of mialarial manifestations ofan aggravated type. Far more so, in fact, than does quinine-In(ieed, we have good cause to believe that iron does exert a.


