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Recent Events

It is hardly on exaggeration to ;sa:v‘
that the most important event “";
has ocourred, respecting the cause o
ITrish national umity, s1-nce the .‘?*reat
Irish Race Convenlion, 1s thg resigna-
tion hy Mr. John Dillon, 'M.l’..' of the
chairmanship of the Irish‘Parha:men:;-
ary Party. This action of l'flr. Dl. lon’s
slx;n\\‘ﬁ the sincerity of his desire to
note harmony in the Irish nation-
al ranks, and in the unselfishness of
pis patriotism. Mr. Dillon it should
be remembered, was elected leader
pot only by the majority of the Irish
flome Rule members of Parliament,
put by the representatives of Irishmen
all over the world, who met in the
Trish Race Convention in Dublin. His
leadership  was therefore doubly en-
dorsed. For the sake of unity he has
now retired from that position, a
suggestion which was made to him a
few weeks ago by the Hon. Edward
Blake, who has himself remained a
member of the Tank and file, from the
same lofty motives which has actuat-
ed ihe resignation of Mr. Dillon.

At the opening of a session we can-
not exactly see, from this distance,
what effect his withdrawal may have
on the working of the party in the
House; hut if his retirement from the
lendership could be followed by a
similar action on the part of other
feaders of sections of the Home Rul-
ers, the whole matter of a permanent
union of forces might be brought to a
successful issue. It is not so much
leaders, as one leader that is requir-
ed: it is not so much internal suc-
cosses of factions over each other, as
the external triumph of the whole Ir-
ish people that is necessary. The
nian who sacrifices his own ambition
at the shrine of his country's cause
is a greater patriot than even the
most applauded leader. We xiew with
hopefulness and with delight the
changros that are taking place in the
Ol Land; it seems Lo us that ITome
Rule is much nearcr to us than the
world imagines. Revival of the Gael-
ie lunguage; the securing of municipal
lecal government; the extension of
franchise: the appearance of a better
andl more harmonious spirit hetween
leaders; a  clearer understanding of
what is needed; all these omens fore-
tell comelhing solid in the form of
Treland’s political triumph.

Speculation js rife, of course, as to
whom the leadership will devolve up-
on. The nitme of Mr, Sexton, the edi-
tor of the Freeman's Journal, Dublin,
is mentioned. No better choice ecould
be made, Those who foliow closely
Irish national events  will remember
the alwast frantic  efforts made by
Mr. Hlealy Lo induce ATr. Sexton—the
greatest. orator of tlhe Irish Party,
“bextan of the silver tongue” — to
aceept the leaderyhip before it was
given to Mr. Dillon.
S0 fur as to offer to retire from pub-
lic lite, H Mr. Sexton would consent
to Decome leader,  Mr. Sexton, how-
exer, annoyed and disgusted at the
divisions then arising in the national-
ists ranks, insisted himself on with-
drawing from public life. If he could
be induced Lo re-enter the arena in
which he formerly did such yeoman
service for Home Rule, the question
of unity would be settled in a few
months. The great imeeting which is
to tuke place next month, in accord-
ante with the resolution of the Lim-
erick Board ot Guardians, could not
do betier than eall upon Mr. Sexton
to take the position of resignation
with such noble self-sacrifice by Mr.
Ditlon.

The name of Hon, Edward Blake
hFlS also been suggested for the posi-
FIOH- Many there are +who are of op-
inion that he would attract general
support, and that his talents and pe-
°“1_im‘ tircumstances might be used to
unite the various elements.

.Mr. Blake, while now a familiar
figure in Dritish polities, is suflicient-
I7 @ stranger to all dispute to com-
mand the respect and coniidence of
both Parnellites and anti-Parnellites.
It would be o great honor for Canada
and especially for Irish Canadians.

More recent desptaches from Lon-
don spy:— )
d;ir(;k'lo‘hotr;::s l-Sexton dectines to un-

endership of the Irish
Party in the House of Commons; and
it is probable that Mr. Dillon’s suc-
Cessor will pe
Monde, anti-Parnellite, member for

West Ko ol s
Party. rry.and senior wlnp of the

prot

-

It would seom that Ireland éhas bee‘n_

8tired into abnormal political activ-

“ther Nationalists

|-
"of Tipperary,

Mr. Ilealy went |

Sir Thomas Henry Es--

ity by the recent elections in citivs
and towns under the New Act. The
Couniy LElections—and these will be

the most important and telling of all
—take place in March. Never since
the days of O'Connell and his mons-
ter meetings has Ireland known such
a wave of political exeitement,~—and
yel it is more apparent in its vast
and universal spread, thanin its fury.
The old time rage seems to have giv-
en place to a general and limited ac-
tion, which is more eflective in the
end. It would be absolutely imposs-
ible to refer {o the numerous and im-
portant meetings being held all over
Ireiand; in every county, every town-
ship, every barony they are taking
place. That +which took place at
Cappawhite, county of Tipperary, on
last Sunday week, was a sample, and
possibly one of the most important of
the season. Thus the Weekly Free-
man refers to it:—

A demonstration,
unanimity and for an intense enthus-
iasm, which even the most unfav-
orable atmospheric conditions could
not quench, took place on Sunday at
Cappawhite, County Tipperary, under
the auspices of the United Irish
League. The weather was extremely
inclement from an early hour in the
morning, but the fierce storm and
rain did not prevent the attendance
of considerable contingents of stal-
wart Tipperary, men from several
districts within a considerable radius
of the place of meeting. Different sec-
tions of Nationalists were represent-
ed, amongst those on the platform be-
ing a number of prominent Parne!lit-
es, who stood side by side jn the ut-
most good fellowship with their bro-
of a different hue.
Mr. Joln Dillon, M.P., and Mr. Havi-
land Burke travelled from Dublin for
the purpose of attending the
ing.”

remarkable for

meet-

The Freeman then saysi—

“The procecdings
able testimony to  the eflicacy of the
Iinited Irish Teague in cordially un-
iting Nationalists, who have hitherto
stood aparl and in arousing the old
spirit which prevailed before 91,

I would had
space, (o give Llhe list of all  those
present, and show how almost every
class and erecd was represented. In
reply Lo e adrress which was  read
1o him, Mr. Dillon reealled the  last
visit  he had  paid to Cappawhite,
when he eame  in 18750 to firht  for
John Mitehell, After some general and

were & remark-

bie interestinge we

patriotic remarks concerning the mon
Mre. Dillon made use of
the following very significant lang-
uage — expressions that indicate the
of Trish sentiment wunder the
new conditions, as contrasted with

the former state of aflfajrs:—

trend

It would he said also that in the
ranks af the Trish people of Treland
themselves, there was not sufficient
intelligence angd suffizient honesty to
settle the affairs of their own coun-
ties, bul that they should go on deru-
tations to Lord Nunraven and other
gentlemen to  come and
instruct them how to manage their
own affairs. I believe, from my old
knowledge of the people of Fipperary,
that, avhatever other counties may
do, in this couniry the reign of the
Unionists and the landlords is over
for ever. I say to you men of Tipper-
ary, when you want to get a County
Councillor try if you can get a man
who supporied John Mitchell. It is

respectable

-a very curious thing, that those Na-

tjonalists who have talked to us of
practising toleration in the  Irish
Counties did not preach the same

doctrine in the streeis of Dublin, be-
cause they wouid not get a hearing.
Dublin ijs an old Nationalist Centre.
It is at present, and has been a great
Parncllite centre, but when it
to o question of Nationality agninst
Unionism the men of Dublin stood
true to the National flag. They sent
the Unionists about their business.

I +would advise the landlords and
the Castle to commence practising
toleration, and my advice to the Tn-
ionists of Tipperary is this, that if
they want to have a share in the lo-
cal government of the. Irish Countics
they have got three years to the next
election, and if they turn Home Rui-
era and identify themselves with the
cause of the people between now and
next election, Irishmen are a  very
kindly people and they will take them

into consideration, but that these

gentlemen who have persecuted the

came :

people for the past century, who have
shown by their actions that they
don’t trust their own neizhtors,
should now coine whining to us and
ask for toleration is in my judgment
the very height of impertinence; and,
therefore. T trust and helieve, and I
am convinced that in this old fight-
ing County of Tipperary the man who
wants to be a County Councillor mast

conie forward as a Nationalist and
as a tried Nationalist—not a  new

f,\aﬂt-‘.'lt‘ﬂ man that we have not heard
& before, but some man who has tak-
en his part in fighting the battles of
the people, and has shown by his past
record that, when the liberty of Ire-
land is being fought for, his country-
men andt his comrades c¢an look to
him to do a man’s part. Now, let me
say o word on a guestion that has ex-
cited, ihe greatest possible interest in
Trelund and for some time past, that
is the question of National aunity;
L.ook anid see what the country has
coeme Lo {for want of a united Nation-
alist organization. Theland grabbers
have taken heart of grace and cour-
age throughout the country, and it
is now a matter of bhoast in some dis-
tricts by the judges of the land, who.
ought to be ashamed to allude toi
such. mntters— that the number of
farms that have been grabbed in the
counties in  which they are speaking
have increased. And what is the reas-
on that they have? The reason is,
because the people have lost unhappi-
1¥ the irresistible weapon of a unit-
ed and powerful Nationalist organiz-
ation.Without National unity it is im-
possible to  defent the loeal enemies,
and the persecutors of the reople, be-
cause I cannot see, I utterly fail to
see, any reason why the Tarliament-
ary representatives of the Trish peo-
ple should not waork together in one

party. But while I hold (hat view
strongly 1 recognize that it would
not be prudent to attempt to force

any men into a conference unless they
were anxious and willing to agree,
and this I desire to say, that, wheth-
er the 'arliamentary representatives
of the people agree amongst them-
selves or not, the people have the re-
medy in their own hands. You have
started here i leagne, an organization
which has no relition to the differen-
ces between parliamentary vepresclit-
atives, Let the people of this country
organize themselves on  1he old lines
of the Tand leagie, and the Nation-
al Teapwe. Let  them, if the Parlia-
mentary representatives (o not— as
L hope they will—come together  far
the wood of their country, make all
saerifices that are necess-
1 say,

individul
ars to bring about the union.
if they ennnot do =0, let the prople of
the cot, together  hehind
thetn,  amdd let the  people of frdand,
when 1hey are furnished with o great
will

cotnlry

which in no way
distracied by pasl
raet differiness b
will have for its objiet  the vindiea-
tion of the Nutional right of ircland
to the protection of

areanization,
allow itsell 1o be
controversies or

ta frecdum and
the homes of the people by organiza-
amongst themselves —let that
demand

tion

great united  organization
from the
ives, aue by one— without any refer-
enee to individual sections or individ-
uatl leaders— that  1hey should come
together and work on the old lines of
the Parnellite  Parly for the freedom

of their country.’’

Partiamentary representat-

The flag of union has been lifted in
old Tyrconnell. The teeting in Done-
gal.  which ook place on  the
same day as that in Tipperary, was
even more significant. The Right Rev.
Mgr. McIfadden, P.P., of Donegal,
presided. The list of clergy and laity
preseut fills o whole column of the
Jreeman, The letter of the Bishop of
Raphoe, appears Lo us to be of such
importance that we therefore repro-
duce it.

The following is the letter of
Lordship:—

"1 highly apprecinte your invita-
tion for the Donegal meeting on the
21st, though I am unable to be pres-
ent at it. The time is favorable for
| voicing the feelings of the peeple on
a variety of public guestions; and I
" do not know any question of greater
i urgency for our people as a whole
!than what I understand to be the
{ ghief topic of discussion on Satur-
" day. ‘

’ The most alarming symptom in the
condition of our country is.the con-
stant rapid fall of the number of its
.people. In half o century the popula-~

{tion of Ireland had dwindled down
' by one-half.

How copld it be otherwise? .~ Men
hove been swept off the most fertile
.land in the country to msake room
for beasts. It is on the best soil the
population has most decrezsed. There

His

.
S e
f
. .

has been no rise except on (he waste
Tand in Mayo and Donegal, winre the
soil is utterly unsuited for the doe.nt
support of human life.

The people have been driven to
bogs, if not to America. and. in

the
on
agriculiurl countey depending for itg
prosperity in the main uon the gowl
use of its land, nmch of 1he very bes:
s0il s uninhabited, and does ot
yield more than o fraction of what it
might  produce undep skilful eultisa-
tioee The  etearved land has run wild,
the price of cattle has decreased, anl,
after causing endless wisery, the crul
system of grazing  ranches js provoed
to be as unprofitable as it is tohom-

an.,

What is the remedy? To male these
frazing traces of good land available
for indust rious accupiers in compatri-

tively small farms, at a fair price to

the owners, to Le fixed by o public
and independent tribupal, This is  «
RA R R

Lent

programme  surrounded with consid-
erabie diliculties, the
CYery grent projeet worih trying
the aof the peaple.  But the
gquestion has to e solved by men

us s case of
for
henefit
of
practical acquaintanee with the civ-
clitnstances, if approached in the spir-
it shown an beth sides of the House

during  the very encourvagivg  debate
Mro it [

upon the subject,

which raised s ossion

IHitherto, no one hos e n able to

charge the Piited Teish Toerpgrne with

the teaee of  erime, pond T otesl coufid

titt witenever a beas el is estab-

fished in this  country evors nember

will consider it o personal oblicaticn
{o preserve the good  nnne of - the
League frowm the slightest stain,

On the

will be able te do somethisgro cnab'e

new conueils proacetical men

the Inborers and small farmers {o bet-
ter their vondition aithout davger to
the rates.’
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The Clash'ing Factions
In the Anglican Church.

£ %% %% 2% % 222 3~

FROM A REGULAR CONTRIBUTOR: st

our last issue we dwelt
indifference of the Catholic as 10
the clashing of factions in the \o-
wlican Church. Since then the strug-
gle going on between these coullicting
budies bus assumed peculiar and con-
plicated forms. The members of the
Anglican ecnnmunion, who feared
Catholicizing of  their Church,
means of forms and practices adaplod
hold stirving

In
the

npon

the
by
from Rome, meetings
and decided to bring {heir
Finding that

ritualistic
bishops the
snid bishops were not so easily over-
the

)

to task.
come, as was at first hnagined,
anti-ritualists resolved to appeal
[ler AMjesty, the Queen. to
ant?! put & stop to this “Romeward™’
Then they concluded that

interfvre

wmovenent.,
it would be better to have Parlinment
take a hand and crush ouf, by foiee
the forms and  proce-

other

of Irrjslation,
ritwiuists, i
ut

requesting the

tices ol those

worids, they thought o seek re-

dress by Government
1o pass sulliciently correive measnres
their views, o far, so good!
Alr. Daliour, nephow
Teader of the Touse

o et
Now, Flan, nf
the Premier, el
and possibly the most u-
fluent il that hratveh of parl-
intnent. has adyised them 1o heep the
Ay

BidTour has certaindy namy very go oo

[WOTHRRHES
than in
matter out of the political sorona.

reasons for teadering such advice—-
gome 6f These Feasons we cal conjees

we know nots Whether

mre,  others

(he rituglistic guestion will or will
not  come befors Parliament, onls
tiae can tetl, But in any ease it ds
amusing to note the  anxiety of thoe
religions nmagnets. who elaim to )i

long 1o the Chuareh  established  hy
vhrist. seehing support, sanetion and
of purely religious
natire—from a The at.-
surdity of the situation is potent 1o
prery Catholie;  the that
Protestants canpol sce it in the same

aid——in  matters

Prarliament.
wonthr is

light.

——

that
of

J.ot us suppose for a moment
the Anti-Ritualists
the true faith, and that theiv Chureh
is the one established by the Son of
Gorl. Does it not seem sirange
Christ —the unerring, amniseivnt, eu-
ernal founder of that Church— should
have Jleft it exposed to such errors

are possessed

vhiey

without o vestige of llis authority |

delegated to anyone on carth, with-

guide unerringly ?

' the certainty, the exactness, the
Ufniling truthfnlness of all Rome's de-
Deisions in omatters of Faith and Maor-

aut leaving at the same e some
trit.unal or other to decide sueh mat-
regilate infadlibly, and  to

itat

ters, o

the Anglivan

tells  us that they  have the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain, the Navereizn
head of  which is the  Head of  the

Church. Possibiy theny have, but there

was no eivilized smverecign i Great
Britain in the Days of Christ:

fivitain at all ot

there
Coreat the
of

atrerward

was nn

tawn Christionity:  for eenturies

there  was no parlinmenst
Hritain: it as only within o

tho!

in Greal

comparatively  rovent period

such o pavliionent hios  existed: Iy

whitt means then did Christ delionte

stich authority anl

to the fovercign

Parlisunent of Great Britaan?

us suppose guain that the Yovereien
of Great Britain is the spiviteat head

of o Chirely establishert by Christ- -

Wk e ose
thoan

[ven pranting this,

which  aleardity

thitt he hod  estabhshivd more

ate teue Clhaveh,

itis not too the Sovercien that the

mearily of  the antiseitualisrs wish

to appeal. e to the Thotse of Com

e

its autharity

munns, Flonse o ¢ onnnons il

iy es frong the poeosde

who eloer its rnembees, and 1o whom
il -

thit!

the neanhers and Governnent

sponsible; aoseetion onls o
penple, e ool mmorsy st thet,
An-

[N

thie

anti ritonanhst e
tle  f,

COTHESes the

e lieans, Pere then s

Saeiots cirele,T e vaenleers of
et

[RTTE

the el s of Parl a-
ot

relocgors

(hinreh

TRIUTLIN tncnbioes patlio-

ment Jeaishivte the [IRTR RIS

an:d teaehings  thiat are (0 Le obsors-

el by their ehvtors, amd Ui dlectors
constitute,  therefore, the souree of
authority  from which the elieted

traw their power to regalate the te
to
Wae

woeek

livion of Christ in as far as it is
bhe practieed hy the siod electors
any further this

All we ask of

is

1ot
“ll‘
any ralianal

il o

with arinenid
belioving Christian
1o contrast the supremaey of the Pogse
the testimony of history, the support
of tradition, the unbroken chain from
Two to Peter, the infudlible authority,
-

als, with the foregoing  position of
the most advanced limb of the nmany
branched tree of Protestantism, druly
can we say that, “'lle who runs may
read.””

SOME REFLECTIONS

On England's Attitude Towards Ireland.

FR

Nearly hali a century ago, the fam-
ous Doctor Cahill, in a letter address-
ed to Lord John Russel, made use of
these awords:—

“England has granted more than
one concession to Treland; she has we-
corded emancipation, she has allowed
the disestablishment, she has given
several minor Dbenefits to this land.
In the future she will grant still more
extraordinary concessions. But in tha
future &s in the past, each one of

these must be forced from her, und .

she will accompany each one nf them
with some clever and hidden restrie-

tions calculated to neutralize their ef-

fects, or élse with apparently reason-
able conditions which, in. time, wwill

om AN OOCASIONAL CONTRIBUTOR.

cnable her 1o withdraw that which
she has of necessity bestowed. Aszain.,
in the same letter, the learncd Doetor
saysi—

“The concessions of the future will
be wrenched {from the unwilling hands
of England, not at the point of sword
or mouth of cannon, not by regular
and sysiematic agitation, but by the
absolute force of the new conditions
in the world’s affairs. JYolicy will
dictate to her that which justice

could never cause her to even enter-
tain a moment. The development of
commerce, the progress of invention,
the augmenting faculties of interna~-

tional compunication the ascendancy
of ‘the press, and the ‘cosmopolitan
turn of nations, will oblige England

' Wodnesday last.

to. to Ireland

she could

acceord privileg-s and
that net—in Jhe
face of the world—rofuse to 1he most

rights

barbaric of her new possessions.””
Doues it not seem that these OXDres-
sive remuarks of thad groat writer, ur-
ator amd churelhiman,  find an appliea-
neay s tittde of Fnglish
regarding the Catholic
University question  jn brdfund, True
that the mighly  ond effeeijve
chanzes that our age has withessed,
have, as it were, ablized Jngland to
at
Teast, to pretend, hefore the werld, to

tion i thoe

Goveriinemng,

is it

deal morve fairly with Trelnud; or,
acth with o degree ol jrst'ee towards
that lone persecuted people, Tt is ev-
that

lors on

lent the non-Catholic comment-
Mre. Balfour's Billk are not
seized with the Cathel e id a of a un-
iversity.,  As far as we can judge,
from the published conditions of that

measure, it is o non-seelavian, a
vty secular institution that
s ufiered to Treedand. It is
argucd that the Catholies of  Fng-

not a university of theire
uwWn, they asked for one.
The  catholics of Fngland are us yet
in a great minority, they could not
expect 1o receive conces-ions that nre
to Cutholicity, save
the nunmbers  and influenre of
the Cathelies render ( impossible to
In Ireland the situation
is entirely different, over {wo-hirds
of the Irish are Catholies, and as
stieh they have richits that cannot be
save by the

they have
vhitims o privileges that conunon jus-
ta the minds of

Ritt, ave are
the Citholies of

in accordance

land have

nor have

never  accorded

when

refuse thoem.

withheld from  themn,

hand  of  tyrunny,  and

tice shonlld  sugeest
rovernipg statesmen,
Ttolit thid
Irelkand

to grant
aouniversity
with their  needs anid des'res, would
s 1o prant ot to denaominationnd ed-
re-
tlect o, can the
semi-bavbuarie followoers of the Proph-
with  a Mahowmmedan college  at
I hartowmn; but she objects (o supply
{he Ireland
with an of
the

ucation. - It is  extraordinary tao

Forge bl furnish
et
Cathaolic  population of
the lines
It is

sittne old story, over and over again:
ipon
pe o=

institution  on

their  religious (eachings.,

Foabaed spoquding i lions

bles For foroign o ssions, for

ple who o conld sefther road English
or any o other Innguege;  while  thu
suord Lnd the pibt et were (e signs

foope ganda in fre-
rcland paying

the

ol her cocdizing
fand, ‘Fhe old story,
a st disproportionade tax to
ool Government, and reeviving in
veturn treatnent thot woulti fe con-
to a envlived peo-

or

sithered disgraeeinl
ple i practiced on Zulns, Chinese,
Vizhans, The old story: of Fuglansd's

liberalitae toswards all the world, (x-

coept tredband: hor generous freatiment,
af every people oxcept Irish; her cn-
ancdpation ol skeves abroad,  while
forgane  chivins  for the serfdom of

Uhristionges al home: hor maznminons
and wupreindiced nekhrowledgment  of
inter sts of every im-

excep.t the C(atholic

the richts and
awinable crerd,

[EREE L

“AFTER MANY DAYS.”

To e [alitor of the “Teue Witness'’

A omeeting of delegates was held re-
cently, in Ardiande (partly in sidun’-
el in Connty  Sligo, but forming part
of Connty Mayo, for all purposes), to
eleet  eandidiales  for  clection Lo the
County of  Mayo Council under  the
new [Loeal Government Act.

The Bullina Herald  of 26th Janu-
ary, in pgiving o dist of delegates,
adds  the following  to the list for

Bonnyconlon: ~—

Michuael Counricate is, we belicve, n
desventlant of one of the French who
landed near Killala, in 1798."

Somebody once suid, that o man of
any nationality who might take up
his residence in Ireland was sure to
become an Irishman, but on the other
hand, an  Irishman  settling in  any
other county, was sure to be still an
Irishman, and his descendants would
make the same claim. Now, after a
hundred years, comes the descendants
of the French invader, and it js safe
to say thnt that descendant is "'Irish

of the Irish.'”
Yours,

A BALLINA MAN.

0.M.B.A. NOTES.

Branch 232 held a most successful

euchre party =at Deaman's Hall, on
There were about
250 people present. This brarnch is
forging ahead under its present very

efficient management. Lo

Branch 26 will . hold another
euchre party on Monday evening.' THe
Grand President, - Hon, M. F. Hac-
kett is expécted to he present:. Al -
'laljge-number of tickets have been -
sold. s : A




