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stricken official paused in Lis prelection, nghast as was the elert
in Englond, fur whase propee psalin a wig had substitated * Chevy [
Chase, ’
at the nranuscript agrinand efiernthorovgh examination, exclaim-
A burst of indignation lron the

' when Lo capie to the words € woful hunting.” e inoked
ed, *Yea!itisIndiandervila?
grave sanhedrim, long, loud, and deep, Collowed this deelarziion
They would all hase better brooked 1o have bren called by the
name of any pesiilent herefics, thun to Lo branded as the vers
heathen wham they had themselves never scrupled 1o comp'i-
ment, by calling them ehildeen of Decizobub, I 1 remember

aright, the venerable Cotton Mather notes, in his hiographies of
the eminent divines of his day, that the innocent oliender was, in
this instance, roughly handled by the secular arm of justice, for
msuiting the dignitaries both of church and state, Lefure be had
an opportunity of convincing his brother dignitaries that the of-
fensive epithet, Tndian devifs, was a pure nistake in their man-
ner of reading hig epistle

i Inasmuch as he meant 1o cmploy the

more hariloss phrase, Jndiniduals.
though Iobserve that the latter word is, at present, deemed inipo-

Tho apology was accepied;
lite, if nol actionable, in Kentucky 5 aml is as provoking o
citizan of that elale, ax it was to Danse Quicily to he called
woman,and a thing to thank God on, by Sir Juln Falstali.

a

[ knew a gentleman, whe wonld have boen very well pleased
to hava redeived a lucrative appointment, in a certain state of the
Union'; because his patrimony was naught, and his professiona)
profits, to speale mathematically, were less, 1is joy was un-
bounded, therefure, on reading a letter fram a very greal man,
who wrote a vory Bttle and a very bad  hand, responsive ta his
which lie coveted.

application for the post He decipherid

onough of the letter 1o mako out, that many were soliciing the

station for which be had applied, and that Afs testimonials had;

bean reccived. Dut the concluding sentence was that from the
favorable angury of which the young ambition of the aspirant ran
at once, in inagination, to tho top of its ladder. Thowgh last
npt least,” were the cabalistic words, by virtue of which he
foundod mnuy Spanish castles ; destined, alas ! like those of Ara-
bian onchantment, to vanish or {ly away at the spell of n ‘more
powarful nn"lcmn, or the loss of the talisman Wllth summonad
~tho geniito crect them. . e might have launched into danger-
_-ous prodlgnhty on the stronvlh of his .mlmp.ued pramotion, if a
., friend hnd not succeeded in convincing hnn, that'-the flourish
“with whzch the. greut man had terminated his honour.:hlv seeawl,
if it was uot a¥yerse from tha Koran,
- musl have. bcm\ meant far that very m;urmﬁcnuund uufnultful X~

prassion, * Yours in haste.

No executive sunshine ever beamed on him,  But being of o
philosophic turn of mind, he devoted muchof this time, for spre
years after this disappointment, to an amlysisof the precise
meaning of theso threo unlucky words, and read o)l the writers
on our langunge, (row the Diversions of Purley to the last won-
dorful discoveries on the sulject made in this eountry. I suppose
that he passed Lis time pleasantly in these rescarches, butnot, 1}
should thiuk, very profitably : for the oaly result of all his rend-!
ing, which I ever henrd him utter, svag, that « vours, in histe,®
$3 a most unphilosophical, ungrammnunical, and nonsensical ex-
_pression; invalving a confusion of tine, place, snd circumstunce,

RBe snld, it was a sorites of bulls; a met aphysical absurdity ; a

moral insult to good sense and goad feeling ; and that ko wever)
would continue correspondence with any person who had used !

in the 'Arnlnt charactefy] -

it in nddressing him,

It is very casy to conceive what sad consequences may resalt
in aflairs of love and matrimony, from careless scribbling, by
which idens may bo suggested dicectly the reverse of thuse intend-
ed to be cxpressed by the writer.  Tn insiumating  the delicate
question orally, much ambiguity may he allewed for, on the
scors ol ansiety and embarrassment 5 and it has always been un-
derstood, that ihe lady's answer, like a cortain chiracter in alge-
bra, which combines the positive and negative signs, must be in-
tarpreted by accompanying circutustances 3 or rather, that it is
liko the adverb ol unswer, in gome of the dead languages, which
is both yaa and nay, and requires an inclination of the head,
the expression of the countenance, to make it intelligiblo.
yers say, too, that it is diflicult, in many cases, to prove a verbal
promise of marringo.  But equivocal writing kas not the sdvan-
tage of being illustrated by tone, glance, fenture, or attitude, and

may losd lo very dangerous consequences.

ar
Law-

In thut department of the post-office, of which Cupid is master,
the wmails shonld contain only peifomed and gilt-edge Dillers.
written in fuir, soft, legible characters, like the correspondenco of,
Julie and St. Preux, as conducicd by their inspired mmanuensis.
1 percaive theso remarks have run to a greater extent than I had
auticipated ; and for this reason, but more particularly because 1
would not encouruge frand or deception, in any form or under
any pretext, I will not even hint at the possible advantag.s which
way flow from bad or ambizuous hand-writings,

¥ can congeive no instance in which round morality will tole-
rato tha conunission of such a thine, malics

or {rom shicar curolessness ; un'ess it Le whore the

with
ingzenaity of
the writer i taxed for cominen-plnce complimentary flourishes,

afere-thought, .

or at the conclusion of an rpxsl‘e. It is sometimes a very per-
p'exing thing to make a proper obeisance at the end of a letter, ]
when we are at a little toss about etiquette, or fear o be ton
furmal or teo faniiiiar, too cold or tou tender.  Whether an ini

tation of the Chinese or the Sanserit chamacters may be employ-
v with propriety, in any such dilemma, is acase of con-|
Pmust refer they

I
science, whiell T will not anderinke to dezide.

reader 1o an excellent work by Mrs. Opie, with a moest unfashion-| l

able name; and i sueh an evasion i3 not classed by her,

atwong the peeadilloes which she has denounced, it inay be safely;
resoried to by tho most scrupulous precisian,

Trom Buckland's Bridgesvater Treative.

GEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE,®

OR THE CONSISTENCY OF CFLOLOGICAL DISCOVERY WITH
BACRED ILISTORY,

A third opinion has been ruggested, both by learned fheslo-
giuns und. by- genlogists, and on grounds independent of one
nnather  namely, that the days of the Mosaic creation need not
be undsrstood to imply the sameo Jength of time which is now
acenpied by a single revolution of the globe ; but successive
prriods, each of great extent @ and it bas been asserted that the
order of succession of the arganic remaing of a former world,
accords with the order of creation recorded in Genesis. This
assertion, though to a certain degree apparently correet, is not
entively supported by geologieal facts § since it appuars that the
most ancient marine wuninals occur in the sne division of the
lowesl Iransition sirata with the earliest remaing of vegetables |
=0 that 1the evidence of organic remaing, as foc as it goes, shows
the origin of plants and animals to have been contemporaneous :
il any ereation of vegetables preceded that of animals, no
evidence of such an event has yet been discovered by the re-
searches ol geology.  Still there is, [ believe, no sound critical,
or theologicul ohjection, to 1he interpretation of the word day,’
(a) as meaning a long period, but there will be no necessity for
sach Nlunamn, inorder to reconeile lhc text of G enesis with
phycn..:l appearances, if it can be shuwn thut the time indicated
Ly the phmmmen.x of Geology may be. fonnd jn the undefined.. m—

mlcn.xl fulluwmn the .mnouncunenl of the ﬁral verse.

% Tn m) m.m«nrnl lecture,” published ‘at Oafurd, 1830, I have
stated my opinion iu favour of the hypathesis, *¢ which supposes
the word * begi ining,” as applied by Moses in the lirst verse of
the book of Genesis, 1 espiess an undefned period of time,
which was antezedent 1o the last grewt change that affected the
surfuce of the earts, and 10 the creation of ity present animal and
vegetabie inhabitants § during which period a long series of ope-

srations and revoletions may have been going on ; which as they
are wholly unconsected with the history ofthe haman race, nre
r|'.|~u~d over insilence by the sacred historian, whose only concern
that the matier of the universe is
but was originally created by the

‘with them was barely to state,
cunat eternal and sell eaisient,
‘power of the Alighty. A very interesting treatise on the Con-
sistency of Geology with Sacred Ilistory, hasrecently been pab-
lished at Newhaven by Professor Silliman,  "The author contends
-thot tive period niloded to in the first varse of Genesis, *¢ In the
is nnt necessarily connected with the fiest day, and
that it may Le regarded ns standing by itself, and admitting of any
extension backward in time which the fucts may seem to re-

quire.

iheginning,”?

I huve great satisfuction in finding that the view of this svlject
which Lhave here expressad, and have long entertained, is in per-
fect accordance with the highly valuabls opinion of Br. Chalmers,
recorded in somo passages of his Evidence of the Christian Re-
velution.

a In Warburion's Divine Legation of Moses will be found a vindication
.l the papular view, that the six dnys of creation were siz natural days.
Aud in Faber's Treatise on the Three Disponsations an ingenious reply is
civen to the assumption of Bishop Warburton; and in opposition ta it, the
Rev. @, 8. Fuher contends that they were six periads each of vast though
uulerinin length,  ‘This he ohserves ay be proved by four seversl argu.
ments. 1, By analegy of language;—2, By the nccessity of the Mosaic
narrative ;—3, By the tenor of nncient traldition j—nud 4, By the discove-
i7ies of mudern physivlogists.  Dr. Mason Good in his Book of Nature con-
;teuds for 1hie nncertnin lengih of the first three or four days that marked the
LEreat work of the ereation, * For ull that appears to the contrary,” he says,
* they may have been aslong as the Wernerjan sysiem, and the book of
nature, ntul Tinny ndd the term generations cmploved by Moses himselh
!secms to indicate.” Nar do we see how an individual can (with any de-
!grec of consistency ), believe otherwise, who ossuines that the sux was
not crented until the fourth day.  For with this hypothesis how can he de-
cide that each of the three days was the sume lergth of time which is now
accepied by a sjugle revolution of the globe, when there was no Sun toindi-
eate the division afday awlnight. For our part we are of the opinion,that 1he
six days were aix uatura] duays, alihough we cuinot hut perceive that such g
view is beset with many diffieuitier.  Let any plain reader of the DBible
observe the number of different transactions nssigned to the sixth day,
and we think he will not decido in an nwhoeritstive menoer on the term
dny’ ss being swentyJour hours anly.—Ed. Pearl.
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! It has long been matter of discussion awong learned theelo-
gians, whether the first verso of Genesis should be considered pro-
spectively, as containing a wumumary announcewment of that New
Crc:;\iun, the details of which follow in the record of the operav
nona of the six sucsessive daya ; or ag an absiract statement thay
IhL Beaven und cartyh were wade by God, without limiting ths
pt.rmd when that creative agency was cxerted,  The latter of
these opinions is i perfect lammony witly the discoveries of
Guulogy. ’

The Mosaic narralive commences with adecliration that** Ia
'Ihp beginning God created the heaven and the earth.’’ These
fuw first words of Genests may be fairly appealed to by the geo-
lm-m, as conlaining a briel statement of the creation of the material
1{clcm(.-nls, at a tbne distinetly preceding the operations of the
‘ﬁr\t day @ it is nowhere affirmed that God created the heaven and
e carth in the first day, but in the beginning ; this beginning,
may have been un epoch al an unmensured distance, followed by
periods of undefined duration; durieg which ail the physical
aperativus disclesed by Geology were going ou. ‘

The first verse of Genesis, therefore, seems explicitly to assert.
‘““ the heaven,” inclading the

the creation of the Universo ;
sidereal systema: [The Hebrew plural word, shomaim, Gea. iz
1. trauskited heaven, means etymslogically, the higher regions,.
all that secms above the earth. Professor Pusey] *‘and the
carth,” mare especiully specifying our own planet, us the sub-
sequent scene of the operations of thy six days about to be de--
seribed @ no informatian is given as Lo events which may have:
occurred npon the earth, unconnected with the history of wan,
hetween the creation of its coemponent matter recorded in the
first verse, and the era nt which its hiziory is resumed in the
secontd verse ; nor is any limit fixed to. the time daring which
these intermediate events have been going on @ millions of mil
Jicns of years may have occupied the indefinite interval, between
the beginning in which God created the heaven and the earth,
and the evening or commencement ol tho first day of -the Mosaie
narrative.  [To this part of the chapter is appended an claborate
note by Professor Pusey in which the importunt ginction of He—
brew criticism is given, in support of the mtorprmdnons by which
we may reconcile the apparent difficalties arising from ’ nPoloﬂcxl ‘
phenomena; with the literal “inter pretation of the “irst. chnptc' £
Genesis. "The crilicisin,is to-the following e.‘T"ct—thu:Hebrew
Wword bara, ereated, doe; ‘not’ maml'y ﬂccnaénrzly‘ “‘crenwd nur
nfnof'w“’ although it may in-some cases hear such a7 -

b2 lmport-
The Cnnl*&h word creafc.l duves-not m-vm{'v this nacessnnly, and
hence the addition of the words ¢ out of nothing.” Whether bara,
created, shou'd be puraprased by ¢ created out of nothing,’” or
¢t gave a new and distinet state of existence to a substance al-
ready existing'” inust depend upon the contezi, The word béra
is, however, stronzer than asah, wmade, as bara can onty be used
in reference to God, whereas asah may he applied to mas..
Bure and asah are so constantly iaterchanged in the Mosaio
narrative, that they may be eonsidered synonomous (although the
former is to us the stronger of the two)—and henco it ia probable
bara, creutel, ns being the stronger word, swas selocted w0 de-
seribe the first production of the heaven and the earth. Thar
the two first verses of Genests contiuin an account of an act of
creation, and not merely a smnmary statement of what is rela-
ted in detail in the rest of the ¢hapter, and a sort of intraduction
to it, the [fehrew Professor shows from the following reasons
first, because there is no olher account of the creution of the earth ;
secondly, asthe secoud verse describes the condition of the earth.
when so created, and thus prepares for the account of thé work
of the six days ; Dbut il they speak of any creation, it appears to-
me that this creation ** in the beginning’’ was previoos to the
six days, because the crestion of each day is preceded by the
declaration that God suid, or willed, that such things should be,.
and therefore the very form of the narrative scems to imply thm
the creation of the first day began when thess words are firs
used, that is, with the creation of light iu the third verse. The
time then of the Creation in ver. 1. appears to me not to be defin-:
ed : we aretold only what alone we are concerned with ; that
all things were made by God. Profsssor Pusey also in his note
gives incontrovertible proof that the above is no new opinion. 3
The second verse may describe the condition of the earth on the
evening of this first day ; (for in the Jewish mode of computation
used by Moses, each dny is reckoned fram the beginning of one
evening 10 the beginning of another evening.) This first evening may
be considered as the termination of the indefinite time which follow- ¢
ed the primeval creation announced in the first verse, and as tho-
commencement of the first of the six succeeding days, in which the
earth wae 1o be fitted up, and peopled in a manner fit for the recep-
tion of mankind. We have in this second verse, a distinet meation
of earth and waters, as already existing, and involved in darkness,
their condition also is described as a state of confusion and emp-
tiness, (loku bohu), wards which are usually interpreted by the
rague and indefinite Greek term: * chaos,”’ and which may be
weoluuthllv considered as designating tho wreck and ruins of a
former world. At this intermediate point of time, the preceding
undefined geological perieds had terminated, a new series of eventz
commganced, and tho work of the first orning of this new ersa~




