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Slie receiveil soie.vhat cooliy the coigritulations with wilich lier

friends and relations over-whlîelîned he'r ; and whi the folding
'dors of the saloon vere thrownl open, atnd th king gave his hand

ti the Duchess de Moiitiorenci to leald ler into the banqlueiiing-

eooi, where a sumpibtuous entertainient lad been laid out in lon-
.)ttr of the Occasion, sie took the oifered ari of the tain to whoim

,ii had just ailianced herself, with au averted leaud, and a sighi

scaped lier.
.I fear," said lie, in a low voice, Il that you have been compel-

ied'to do violence to your feelings in signing that coiitract."

These were the first words that Conde hai ever addressed to

;lis beautifulfiancee, ani there was a deep and tender mîelody ini

the richt but melancholy toues of his voice, that thrilled to lier

heart not less strangely tihan the penetrating glances of his file dark

eyes lad previously done.

-I shall not hate himîî quite so tiuch as I thought I should,''
wis ber mental response tu this considerate question ; but inîstead

'ot answering the prince with r'eciprocal frankness, shte replied witi

bm ailleur--
I am not accustoiei to do any thing on compulsion, Mon-

s4ieur.,,

it wfas now Conde's turnt te sigli-he did so frot the liotton of

hls heart ; and Charlotte felt angry wvith liriself for the perverse-

ness which hald promiptei lier to repel his first advance towards a

coînidential understaniding.

A ball succeeded the banquet. The prince de Conde did note

dalince, thoug.,reminded that courtly etiquette required thaut lie

shuoiuldi at least tread ofie measure wvith his bride elect ; ani Char-

lotte found a more gallant, if lot a mre suitable partner, in her

admîiring sovereign, w ith whmna she once more dancetd the grace-

fuli paroin, and bouiided, wvith flyiigfeet, througli the liglht courant,'

xeedless of the grave looks of disapprobation wvith wlhicli lier

ix arious eijoy uent of lier fvourite amusement was regarded by

toii tu whonmi lier hand was iow plighied.

An eari day had been fixed by the king for tie nuptials of

llassompierre and Mademoisellie D'Aumale. Charlotte ex-

'uressed a wish that the mîarriage should precede theirs, and, in

the meantime, tloe Prince de Coude availed hiiise!cf the privil-

''e of a betrothei lover, in passiig much of hs timîîe tut the hiotel

dle Mio timorenci ; but when there, his attention appeared more

angrossed by the parents and the youthful brother of his fiancer,
than by herself. la conversation witli themî, the I shy reserved

boy of Conde," as lenri Quartre was accustomed to cal his

stid seousic, coutl be eloquent, graceful, and even wc'ty'.'
dtet of- i3le hiiest order his mind iad ben I

.,,I ,etîyasî.t d and there wals squid seIse, and beautifil
nio7rality in every tluinghIesaid. Charlotte, seated it ler tapestry'
rane, nebeside her mntler, cou1 not help listening, at first witi

girlish curiosity, but, b' d.egrees, vith pirofuniiil attention, l tIte

oibservations w hii lie addiressed to 1i brother on tie course of
hîistory lie was reading ; andii when she saw hvi pal cheeki itnd-
ling with the glow cf s rttuous and lieroic feeling, and hi dark

pieneietratiig c yes beamiling vith inteIlectuil brighîtiess, she blusiet
ait th! thougt tihal t ti-e ey es shlould hvie wiiitssed so mueth
sa'ity and frivolity itrstl.t

SoiîetimIIes ste fet rtltit jl thatît lie irddrcesed so little of lis
ronverstonto hirr ; Ind lien, w lliott reflecting thit' sie hall

il i and repelILl limin mii the first nsn e, %he was piqued ito

<%a hatioy imiation of' his reserve, wlenî alo,(te with him : aml
vhen surrounded by tle gay crowd of lier courtly adimirurs, sie
ndailouîred, hIb te cxercise of coquetr y, to shake his equomi-

mity , anti provolke hiia eitier ito a ni ci!, or ai acknowlecdg-
ment cf love.

She wvas canvinced that he hail cease t, regard lier viti in-
di erernce ; fur site hadl more than once detected his illustrous dark
e e, ,xed pon lier with that iitnitse expression of passiot l
fe img, iwhici cin never lie mIistaken by its objecit ;el he ha i

resoilutely refraiero giving te thtuC feeling cords ; at it
'seeed hardt t the most beautiful girl mi F'rance, that she should
h i ed, uliooed, by him f ail otihers, froti whm t e most

nsuie to hear the imnguage of love,

If I could but once se this youthful stoic at Imy feet, I slou!
î'eel proudier of' that triuimll thanii of all the hIoiage ihici

hias be'cen ffered to mIe thi nigit liv' hilm of the white hune,'

aid hia. gallantt peers, sighed Charlotit toi herse l', as sh' wats
returniag fromth last baitlli i ' -me at vlhicl shie ws to
pear as Madeiselle de M tromneli..

it wa--is rite most brillant sle Lad -ver attended; and tho ughl on
'it ev of lier bridai, Charlotte nured on the hizirdotis expe
rimenIt of exceiig thie jealousy of her betrothed. She succeeded

nly to weil, anid Conde, unabie to couceaîl his e(-motion, quitted
the ryl salon it an carly bour. - Ail the intert that the beauti
fui and adired toiselle de Montismoreti had taklen iii th
py au, dltedt le Pile agitated stripliîg, whomli ever

qmo, preent spceOf beigio the object of hler aversion and
p aiga heaid-achle to excutse hier fr om fulfillHng her enigagemenl

,If diacîg a second tie w ii the kintg, sIe retired alnost immle
luyiI afterwardis.
one ntermin lier own t'partirmentii br attendant presented

li wif1 ï billet. h was fron tie rinrce de onde--the firs
d e r iid r ssed to lie,.

Ci IRLOTTE DE ONTMo RENCI, , . womîan.. Th, gcmplacency with vhich they were, aime
Late as it miay be when you reccive this, I must see received , and my knowledge of the motives which iniduced the

yon before you retire to rest. You w ill find me in tie east king to break your first engagement with Bassompierre were suf-
saloon. iicient to alarin a man of lonour," said Coude with a darkening

IIENiRI DE CONIE." bruw
Not even the common forms, unmeaning though they be "You are talking in enigmas, Ienri de Coude," rejoined Ma-

whieli courtesy requires, observed in this his first, his Wnly comi- demoiselle de Mlontiiorenci.
iumnication te ie !" thouglit Mademoiselle de Moitiorenci as " If you are ignorait of thefact, that lenri of France separated
she cruslhed the paper together in her hand. She took the silver you fron his handsomxe favourite, because he feared that such a
laip fron the toilet, and disinissing lier damisel, repaired to the huþatd wouldi be a formidable rival to iiiiself, no one else i;
appointei trysting place ; then, unclosing the door ith a tremnu- for Bassompierre has made the particulars of his sovereign's coi-
lous band, she stood before Conde iith a cheek so pale, that versation with him on that subject too public for it to remain x
when lie first cauglht a gliipse of ber dimînly shadowed reflection, matter ofdouibt. Yei look incredulous, Charlotte, but you shall
inI the cold glassy surface of the mîirrored rantel, opposite to whiicl hear the very wovrds in wich thie king made Ibis audacius de-
lie was standing, lie absolutely started ; so difèrent did site look claration-'I am, inyseif,' said lie to Bassompierre, ' madly in
froi the sparkling animated beauty vhoiii lie had left, scarcely love with your beautiful MontmeorenIci.' "
an hour ago, leading off the dance with Royalty in the glittering l ia did be, a married mon, dare to make sicil an ac-
salons of the Louvre. knovledgment ?"

" Charlotte de Montioreici," said lie, addressing lier in a low Yes, Charlotte ; and, moreover, impudently added-- If she
deep voice, I bhold ini ny hind the contract of our betrothient. loves vou, I shall detest you. You must give up either ber or me.
Thit contract vas signed by y ou witi evident reluctance, and it Yon will not of course risk the loss cf my favour. I shall marry
will cost you no pain to cancel it." He paused, anid fixed his lier to ml'y cousin Conide.' Yes, Charlotte, the plain ' shy boy cf
dark penctrating eycs on lier fIce as if to demand an answer. Conde,' as lie generally styles rue, vas designed for lie honour

Charlotte tried to speak, but there wias a convulsive rising in ofbeing this husband of convenience ; but had I known bis
cie beîngt this prîusbtînd cficltin l'lieiinc bugaiIko ilier throat tt prevented articulatin. The glitt tcanet guileful project ut the tile, wlien lie required nie to sign thîe con-

that encircled lier fair neck appeared, at tatio uur 1)o oppress tract, not ail the power of France, nor even the influence ofvour
lier with an iisuiferable w eight, and to huve suc*nly tightened charis, should have bribed me to subscribe that paper'"
aliost to suffocation She drew a deep inspiration, and raising It is net no0w irrevocable," said Charlotte, proudly.
ber trembling liindt, essayed to unloose the ciasp, but iii vain. It is if yeu are willing to accetie to the conditions un iwhiieli 1
It seeied te lier that the hysterical emîotion that oppressed lier aim ready to join in its fulfilitient.
was occasioned by the weight of ibis costly ornament, and its rich Namne themrn.'
appendages, and that lier life depenied in lier instant release You llust sec the king no more after our marriage."
froum their pressure ; and after a second îneffectual attenpt te un- " That will be no sacrifice ; and, after your communication, I
clasp the jewelled circlet, slhc actualy turned an imploring glance conlid not look upon hin without indignation. Hlow little did 1
for help uipon the real cause of lier distress-her offended lover. imagine that such baseness could sully the glory of him of whom
Conde's assistiice was promptly accorded ; but, either througl famle has spokeni such briglit things !
tle intricasy of the spring, or lis inexperience in all matters rela- "I Char!otte, it is bis prevailiiig foible. The sin tait vas un-
ting te female decorations. or, it riiglit be, tliat lie was ut that checked ine yolnth, gained strenîgth in middle age, and now
noment not less agitated than his pale tnd trembling lincee, his 1 aiunîiits to niadness. There will be no security for our wedied
atteipts to unclasp the caecanet. were as unsuccessfuil as lier ovii. lappiness if ve reiain iiils dominions ; but can I ask you to
Vhile thus employed, lier silken riigItes were unavoidably Min- forsakîte friends and country for ie ?" said Coude.

gled withi his dark locks ; and more than once his broi came in "Sîall h u1 0 t ail tiese tlings, tnd more aise, in tie bus-
contact wvith lier polished lieek, ndi when, at last, y anu effort baud of [eart ?' reinet Cli irl,.îe, tenderlŽ

cf.miît streiigth, lie suctitu ii 'cursîiig tic fisicning cf "e I Ah, Charlotte ! can you forgive my ungentle doubts ?" sa idjewedetl collar, iih sut u aith a tcanvulsive soi, iito lie arms that Conde, throwig himiself a' lier feet.
were involuntarily exteded to reeive her. For the first timie,
Conde held tl famm of perfect loveliness tu hs bosorm, and, s, r lhey are proofs ofte sincerity cf yoir affection
forgetful of all the steri resolves thait hald, for hie last fewe anI hat yo en been lss jealous of mliy bonour, I should net havos

hours, letermainîed bii to part with lier for ever-foretful of che su wei,,' said sie. Il -roi 11is hour we are as Oune

pride, anger, jea.lesy, and reason itself, lie covered lier an ' w 0 * e happiness of mîy life to resigi myself to your
cold forlieaid with passionaite kisses, and implIred her byV guidaice.''

e cry title of fond etideiriienit, to revive. Those sootliig words "Then, my sveet Charlotte, 1 must, for tlhe sake of the
d ll d..' ...... ,.fîirecîi.. . o'5't- t ' i a t'îiii Oh fa- t'' u iU. -''5fu i >u utt-

c llest. a r c ee ýs, sstnos ma eseztià,ýesreraýe Cr O a ývet jt 1"t:Lili , i vo to your pillowv,
sciouIi'ss ; and w hin sht perceivet oui whose bret slo vas w itholnt fartherparic, retunei Loitde They exchanIged a

supported, a burst of tears rlived hier flal heart, anid site sob- mute caress, anid pirted.
bed wvith Ile velheience of ai -iiil that cannot ceas eta wxeep evei The miarriage was celebrated vitih royal pomp on fite followinug
when the cause of uth distr's; has been remfov ed. day, ai higI noutu it' Itcii chre of Ncre ine. Cuntse-

Speak but oe word,' cried Conde. "l Iave i occisionied ceived his lovely briue from tIhie hand of his royal rival t but I
titis eimotion-these tear " king's exultation in the succss otile dilep laid scheme, by vhich

Charlotte could not spl, buit lier s:enc was ie etu. h e l ai sepairated the object if lhis lawless passion frou lier firct
Nay, bult 1 nust be told, in explit ermthat y love e," eveCr, to unite lier with onue frei w'lhimi lue vainily iumîauitued uie

cried Cond ;" it is a p o int on w h dare not stuie''r myi self to shouId uave little to feir, wa-.s of briuf dutration. 'hlue nuptial
be deceived" Ilfstivities receiv,'d a stIdieut initer uLion on the folowing morn-

" igihIty fit '" sai t fair 'iionrelui, suddly recover- ing, in consequence of the disafppancttiet of both bride and bride-
ing her vivach a smri: i hirough hel' tears, "' and so you havc groomn ; ai tv was stranger stil , it wvas soon discovered tha

ie vality tIo expect that i a t to cr the oider cf' things, and tl'y biI e0loPd together. 'Tlie good people of Paris were thrownt
play Ile wooer to you, for Our miore pert sf1 atisfaetoni, after you mto the imost vivacious amtua zieîent ' atu c vent so entirely vith-
bhis' iformed te fyour oblgint i ntentin of canceling our con- Out paralle, either in history, poetry, or romance, as the first
hct f tr tii iut t. prince Of the blood runniiiing aw.ay tilthl his own wtife ; and their

"Ah, Cairlottee ! if you il id but b.ow h w mtut rIl h lave suf- f astoishumiet iiicrcased, when the cireumnstancs of this lawful
f'red before h could resolve to rcsign the ofcaliing yon abduction transpired, by ihich it 'Ippeared that the Prince de-
mine !" Code, accorupanied by Lis il ustrious bride, quitted thicîr chami-

vell, if ou are reso , I hie ilt more say," rejoined lr ai ur bfore dan, and tIit lie haId actualv carried hter ot,
Charlotte proudly extrictin ig ierscl f froi lis, e'ts. riding behind hlim oni i pillion, diegtised in the grey frieze cloak

Btut I luv e," 'i Coude, talic lier by both lier hîands, and hood of a farmier's wif e.

w' hich lie retained ina sptf toitie or two perverse rttemipts to with- 'h' enututiiaret Ling, tranupoited avlt rtge at ir's uug lecii ut
draw them. "t Fle, tIhis is clhildi>sh petuilance !" Cried lie, press- tcittet by be boy-briegrooîuî, gave ce-ers for am iiîuuiueduat,
ing theu te his lips ; "' but, my sweet Charlotte 'hie ffmo- paruit. 'ie wettici lever, cete, hoxever, beyotu is reich
ment is passed for triding on citluher side. These coquetries ''iy hîi e the Spiiish ficutier before thîcr rouie ici-

might have cost us both oilly toodear. We have caused each trucet, ad Plilip tbo 'l'uti uioctct theit i refuge ui uis do-
tTer tutunc ingiii f'or u sp orteda lwittle hour.' h beinihs.

l, tîem, titi Yeu ie' tel Ilte dth oa I l i' ' whs- ' 'lie fit-ah cf th t oridcro te, give up irse usînieus fugitivei,
'lii Charloutuei prucet Th declaration Sfpvar front Heurt. rlre was, fiet, 5u

"l Bescause 1 dared not resign My heart inio your keepitg ae i bis atteits te cbtiuî possession cflic ebjeri et
fore I was assur-ed that 1 mnight trust you with mnyhnu.

l(Ib îa'eî !Calte îcîuut cypl his leb'cess Ptssion, ihtt il 'tas neot lI lifter his ticath thîIt t'enta
amui, iheavens !" exclaimed Charlotte, becoming very pale ; turet te cet-cru, sih fis luveîy ife, finci the voîîuntarl

" ed ssibI that you could doubt ?tey lt de'ote tesel-es t t refuge frein di-
" C tarlote, I was too vell acquainted with the king's character i lur. 'lie shilitid talents ant noble qîtties cf Ilenni do

to behold the undisguisei manifestations of his passion for iyti> Ceudc have hibuined for Iiîuî stiiiuisîet a pioce iu the nuaS
aflianced bride with indifference. The attentions of a royal lover of bis ceunt-y tbat the title of the Il Great 'onde' woold un-
cerle hlattcriîn , h percetve'. te tie icuit>' cfat i'oîtig andu 1i a dulbte i petained tedma, if the reno aof bis ilruserion i
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