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sole eotnr:ôf att¯occapaifcy of fo~u, heurs a
week»Àùdatlhiwill.be·managed and'brought
aboiït sndlbd-ne' by!:gëntlemen who would oonù:
siderthe same coûrse lntheir priýaté affaire
as a prima facie qualificatioi for the Iuùatic
asyluam.

Ask any member of a vostry which will
baild a: church to cost a quarter of a million,
on a lot that i, worth a hundred thousand
more for occupay mone hundred and four
hours in a year, wbat h. would think of one
who would invest three hundred thousand in a
residence which he proposed te ocoupy nine
days lu the three hundred and sixty-five; awd
.h would tell you:the man muet be a madman
or a fabuloùs millionaire.. And yet this same
vestryman. a meonler of a Church, whiob, as
we have said, is always lu the highway:beg-
ging, which never bas enough, which pleads
and implores for more,-this vestryma, 'we
say, will coolly become one of a half dozen to
do, in Church financiering and investing, just
this amazing performance. Over all the coun-
try the Ohm-ch has enormous and uproductive
investments of this sort,-hundreds of thon-
sanda of dollars locked up in atone and mortar,
to be used four heurs a week, and te be utterly
useleas ail the reet. .-

We are not blaming people for investing
largely in church -building. We have no fault
to find with costly and grand churches. Build-
ings of that sort are always a legitimate method
off investment for Churcli funa.
o What wo want to all attention to, is the

fact that we do not use them. We bauild them
and lock them up. We keep them, as in some
neighborhoods, we. have heard, they used to
keep a Ibeat room "-the largest, airiest, most
attractive, and beat farnshed rotm in the
honso-shut np and clesoly onrtainoed, into
whicb nobody enters, except on occasion of
a wedding or a funeral, or when "the minis-
ter" cornes to tea. Our churches are our beat
rooms. We have no.rooms in our bouses now,
shut up like hermetically-sealed caps, and too
good for ffamily use; 'but we erect costly
churches as "ybet urte" for the comunity,
and let nobody peep in except on state occa-
aions,-and, unfortunately, these state occa-
sions are very rare and far spart.

We ave doue nothing extraerdinary yet in
church. building in America, and it is very evi-
dent, from what we have here discoursed upon,
that we are not likely te do much at present.
There i a self-imposed limit on absurdity, and
that uit is reaohed when people build a
ohur-ch, coating.three hundxed theusand dol-
lars, for use four hours in a week. They really
will not go on and build one costing five hun-
dred thousand for that purpose. We think the
other is the limit that can bie depended on. Of
course, to build one costing a million or two,-
a athodral,-for that exteut off use, la toc
glaring an absurdity for even building com-
mittees, in this great country, to perpetrate in
cool blood.

Matters ar,bad enough as they are, and we
nover hear o f the proposed erection of " an ele-
gant snd costly church " withont a sigh,-so
mucli more capital buried.

For, as we see, we have not learned what to
do with our elogant and costly churches. We
will not h. guilty of so poor a jest as to sup-
pose that any sane man can drean that "an
elogant and costly church i" l really to .stan
like an empty jail, on -the street, ail the year
round, except those-four poor hours on a Sun-
day. A religion that wants a church only four
hours on Sunday, is a very absurd and rock-
lossly extravagant religion, if ut wanta au ee-
gant and coistly ene. That sort cf.îýeligiounoever
built elegant or coatly churches lu the past. It
nover put two stones together in a cathedral.
It is a religion tht built wooden meeting-
houses in America, and "little bethels " of red
brick, for " retracted meetings" and tea-
driul.nge i lu ngllaud. ,Wheu it ýtakes .te buaild-
ing cliprches, unleas at act is a prophecy of
botter thinga to co »e,it ls only diiettatte af-

fectatiox. Perhaps thie 1s.Jinethig othe mrnn earlrind carefuLoonsi4er4e of this
fretoa question sd dflnao uxpbsion btbo powers
beehi & foarful deal of the latter in our attempts ciion sud e eniuforei b th pouer
atChrch i claimed and to beenforced by the General

W6 are every day making religion more and Assembly of the Church.
costly more and more a luxury, and not a ne-
cessity cf life. It will soon b. as fâr away ANoTHER matter referred to by "Churcb-
from ordinary people, for common use, as man" was the name; and he semed sto favor
turtle-soup and ortolans from thoir dinners. a change. This we cannotregard-as desirable,
When it coste religion au inveîttient of fromnur do w. beliovo the natter eue of sufficiont

e to five hundréd thousand dollars éapital to
house itself for two hundrod ad eight boûre importance te occupy. any portion of the time
in a year, it does not need mach skili in figures coming Synod The writer ils not quite accu-
to se. that to provide -it house room-not for rate, we think, in stating the position of the
mine days, but for the whole three hundred and Church in Canada relatively to the. Mother
sixty-'ve-will require an amount of outlay Churh, and a most. unfortunato lu hie tate-
which is entirely hopeles of attainment.-

We need scat cely make the evident sugges- ments as te the Church of Rome being the
tion tbat our elegant and costly churches "established " Churich of the-Province of Que-
might b. used to much botter purpose. It bec. That we deny, and fail to flnd any such
would not hurt them to air them, occasionally, reQogulucu et it in the Cession and te Agre-
où other days than-Sundays, Also te make eno t in o in the ceo the Agree-
the most use of our invested capital, it re- ment following, or in the Acta cf tbe Imperial
quires no wonderful wisdom to discern that Parliament. And such1 statements only serve
there are twelve hours in a day on Sunday, as to strengthen the already too prevn.lent feeling
on ail other days-twelve, and not four-aZd, of aggression on the part of the Roman Catho-
having digested that fact, it might occur to us lic element of the Province of'Quebec.
that a much larger number of people-indeed,
twe or three quit. difforent congregations, en.e IN some dioceses it has become a commonor two free-might occnpy the saine bouse atceoapl h0suens Or riswithout interfering. Morover, a neat huild- practice te employ the studente cf our varioue
ing which will accommodate our Sunday- Theological Colleges in carrying on the work
sohool for two hours a week might, quite as of the Church in vacant or extensive parishes
easily, accommodate our parish school six or missions. This is specially the case during
heurs a day, aud be free, thon, for a night the summer months. Whilat we are not pre-achool besides.

We are doing a good deal in the way of pared to dissent entirely fron the practice, we
those permanent investmenta of the Lord's yet consider it to be one fraught with great
money in atone, or'brick and mortar; but thus danger, and to be adopted only under necessity
far, as we have hinted, we have not doue tnuch and with the strictest precautions 'takon, to
te niako then. investinents yield adequate re- lirait tiie suthority and dofine tho duties 1and
turns. It would neom that the time bas come
to study up this matter a little and diecover position Of these sO employed. We regret to,
what churches are built for, and for what put- say that in many instances complainte havo
pose money is put into their walls and roofs. reached us in regard to the position assumed
lit strikes us, ait times, that somae of our par- sud the style cf teaching givon hy seme'et
ishes, which have become possessed of elegant the y l ng give fo of
and costly churches, are very much in the posi- h fot
tion of the man who drew the elephaut in the though in training for the ministry they rare
lottery. They have one advantage over him, nevertheless but laymen, and are not entitled
however. The parih can close the church to proach and teach and act as those whobave
for the season," and be rid of the elephau t dur- been admittèd to Holy Orders. One tf theing the bot weather.-Frr "Copy," 'y tc latest peculiarities of such toaching th at has'beon

reported to us is that of one snob young theo

EDITORIAL NOTES. loque, who in explaining the Apostles' Creed,
in every alusion to the "Catholic Church,"

AN able letter over the nom de plume of endeavored to impross the people with , be
"Churchman " appeared in the Toronto Globe idea that the " Church of England " alone was
of the 31st July in regard to the coming Pro- meant; and that the word "Catholic" was equi-
vincial Synod, suggesting various matters re- valent to or meant "Romaniet." We have
quiring early considoration by that Assembly. also heard another assuning to baptize whore
Amongst these is that already. referred to by necessity did notexist, and even in the parish'
us in previous numbers of the GuARDiAN, viz., of a resident Priest. We fear, too, that:in
the relative powers of the Provincial Assembly many instances no limitation le placed -tpon
and of the Diocesan Synods. This we rogard them in regard to using the sermons of othér
as the most pressing of ail subjecta, in view of only, and such too as have been I approvedJ'
the cry of "diocesan autonomy " raised when- We would earnestly urge the necessity of
ever any particular local interest is, or is greater caution in the employment of such bn
thought to Le, interf<red with in behalf of the agency, and also that wherever possible not
Church as a whole. If the system of Provin- only the consentof the Incùmbent should bo
cial and Diocesan Synode mean anything, the bad (that is essential), but, aiso that pereenal
former muet possess powers not only greater supervising and direction sbould be provided
than the latter, and of more general character, for. To place a student in sole control of a
but also of control over the severai dioceses parieh or mission is in our judgmcnt a grave
forming this Ecclesiastical Province in so far injury and wrong te the Church, and we» cal
as any local matter or interest affecte the culated te develop thii pernicious tendency
Church at large, And there are many such existing in some parishes to claim the services'
matters; and whenever they have been mooted ofthie or that perticular individual before ordi-
in the Provincial Synod the bugbear of diocesan nation
righte ad diocesan autonomry has immediately
been raised. The interestas of thi dhurcl in People seldouf improve whén th y.have no
this .eclesgiatical Province imperatively de- botter model thah-themselves to Copy.-


