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Toronto in particular, or about Divinity School in
general, What does this Hibernian mean ?
EXQUIRER.
Duanham, P. Que., Oct. 2, 1882.

EASTERN CUSIOMS AND BIBLE TEXTS3

—n

By Rev. Ricumonp SHREVE, MLA.

No. IL—(Continued.)

On the morning of the wedding day, the servant
who had alreudy been sent with the messages. came
again, informing each one who had been invited,
that all things were now ready, and they were being
awaited (3t. Luke xiv., 16, 17).

A remembrance of this fact will help us to un
derstand what wouald otherwise appear like great
harshness, in asking people to an entertainment
and giving them no option, but even punishing
them for their refusal. But, in reality. all had
already been invifed, and at this first invitation,
had the choice in their own hands, and becauso of
their acceptance preparations had boen made (St
Matt. xx., 43, 1t was for this reason that any pal-
try ‘‘excuses,” or “making light” of the invitation
naturally aroused the wrath of the entertainer.

The young people who were to be married on
this oc:asien scarcely knew each other, for, as is
and was customary, the miomentous “question” had
not beon asked by the young man, his heart mean-
while lluttering betweon hope and fear, but as a
business sort of operation, this matter had been
arranged for the young couple by their parents,
(Gen. xxiv., 4)° In some cases, the husband that is
to be, may have expressed his feclings to his parents
betorehand, (Judges xiv., 2), but not to the bride.
When the matter was arranged satisfactorily to the
parents, the espousal or engagement took place,
which was carricd on with considerable solemnity,
o part of the ceremony being to place 2 crown upon
the head, as is mentioned in Spng iii., 11. At this
time also presents were made to the young woman,
Gen. xxiv, 53. Fronm the iime of this betrothal,
or engngement, until after the end of the first year
of married life, the young man was, in olden days,
exempt from war-service, (Deut. xx. 7 and xxiv. 5.)

Justas we arrived at the court-yard gatowuy of
our.host’s house—it was ulready growing towards
evoning—we met & procession of young men and
women, mostly mounted, though some were on
{oot, coming ont to go to the bride’s house, distant
nearly two miles, to fetch the bride. Neither our
host, hostess, ner the bridegroom were with them,
for the marriage eeremony takes place at his father's
house, and he awaits the hride there. We, of
course, wishing to see all, went with them. Ar-
rived at her bouse we found her ready, and in a
few moments, accompanied by the young lady, now
leading the procession, and her relatives supporting
her, some on cach sirle, we began the roturn marel.
Haviug secured the )ride the whole company be-
came cheerful—at least there was a great change in
their spirits in this respect ; and those who were
afoot, especially one young fellow, clad in pink -.!
blue, would now and then danee in front of the
procession, beating at the same time a sorl of tam-
Lourine. We had not yet seen a little figure seated
upon the foremost horse, and entirely concealed in
a white cotlton mantle, with a handkerchief of red
gauze thrown over her head. The formation or
plan of the house has already been described, so
that we will be understood when we say that on
our return we were led at once to the second floor,
where there was hunded to each guest, male and
female, a garment, simply crnamented, but differ-
ing in this respect according to the rank of the one
to whom it was offered. To have refused to put
this on would have heen to hava jusulted our host,
and wo can again by this fact—that a garment was
offered to every one—understand why a man who,
in that instance, had been brought in from the
street should have been cast out from the pleasure
of the feast b-rause he insolently refused to wear
it.  (St. Mait. xxiv. 11, &) Where the bride
had meanwhile disappeared to, 1 kuow net, but
when thus clad we were ushered into the larse
upper room ; there she was standing, with the
bridegroom by ler side, under a silk canopy at the
west end of the room. As we entered it was half

amusing and half painful to notice how the careless,
joyful faces of tho guests changed their oxpression
to one of eager carncsiness as they cach one passed
forward to obtain the positions nearest the bridal
party-as being the posts of homor. At this moment
our host, an elderly man, with long, flowing beard,
entered the room, and saluted the guests v ‘owing
to them, -passing the whole length of iic room,
evidently observing their positivns as he did so.
When little more than half way up he put out his
h.und, and took by the sleeve a comparatively young
man and led him along courteously, but authorita-
tively, nearly to the west end of the room. How
fully before our very eyes were echoed in action
our Saviour's words in St. Luke xx. 10, and their
truth was sufficiently attested by the looks that
were hastily bestowed upon the honoured guest by
the others. The bridegroom was very young (that
is, to our ideas); he was not more than sixteen ;
but this is a usual age in the Fast for a young man
to be married. He looked very mervous, as was
nasural.  And the bride? Well, sha was very smgll
in figure, but we had not scen her face, and one
our company anxiously remarked that under these
circumstances a man could never feel certain that
he was being warried to the right woman. He
was by no means reassured when we reminded him
that on onw occasion, at least, ((ren. xxix, 18,19, 25)
and perhaps on many nore, tleception was actually
practised in this way.

(To be Continued.)
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DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Hanrax.—The day set apart by the Chureh of
England Sunday School Institute of London for a
special commemoration of its wurk and for speeial
prayers in its behalf’ was observed in this ¢ity hy an
carly celebration at the Cathedral at 7.30 o'clock,
and by a very large and enthnsiastic meeting of the
Clergy and Sunday School Teachers in the evening.
The Chairat the mecting was filled by Rev, T
Partridge, Chajrman of the Synod Committee on
Sunday Schools, who explained its objects and
invited discussion.  After several resolutions sym-
pathizing with the work of the Institute had leen
adopted, a2 motion that an Association be formed
in Halifax, was carried unanimously, aud the
officers immediately eleeted as follows :—Patron,
His Lordship the Bishop; Prosident, Rev. F.
Partridge ; Secrvetary, Rev. I. R, Murray ; Trea-
surer, Mr. J. G. Smith; Ixecutiva Committee,
the Clergy and 8. S. Superintendents of the eity.
The following Constitution was adopted —

CoxsTITUTION OF S. 8. Assoctartiox,

I. Nave—The name of the Associntion shall
be “The Chureh of England 8. 8. Teacher’s Asso-
ciation for the City of Ialifax.”

I1. Onsrcrs,—The ohjeets of the Asspeintion
shall be —

1. The advencemuent of the interests of Sunday
Schools.

2. The promotion of Christian fellowship among
Teachers.

5. Mwual improvement, espeeially with reoard
ic .. S. Teaching.

4. The holding of United Services for . Lers
aml children, and devotionmal and other mectings
for Teachers.

III. MEegTIiNGs.—1. Itegular meetings shall be
held bi-monthly, one of which on the third
Monday in Oectober shall be the annual meeting,

3. At the annual meeting the Superlntendents
shall De requested to render Reports and Statistics
of the Schools for the preceding year,

3. The regular mectings shall bo for the devo-
tional study of Holy Seripture, reamding of pap-
crs, and discussion of all matters relating to Sun-
day Schools.

4. All meetings shall be opened with Hymn
and Prayer, and the reading of Holy Seriplure,
and closed with Hymn and Prayer.

IV, Orricens.—The Ofticers shall be a Presi-
dent, Secrctary, and Treasurer, wiio shall he elected
at the annual meeting by a majority of votes; and
all the clergy of the city, if members of the Asso-
ciation, shall be Vice-Presidents.

V. MempersHir.—All  Ofticers, Clergy, and
Teachers in the city may become members by sign-
ing the Constitution.

V1. The Officers of the Associntion and Super-
intondents of Sunday Schools shall form an Juxc-
cutive Committee, which shall have power to eall
and arrange for special meelings, temporarily fill
vacancies, and prepare the programuue for all
meetings. The Sceretary of the Association to be
Seeretary of the Executive Comnmittee.

VII. Meetings shall be held at such places as
the Ixecutive Committee may appoint.

VIII. In the absence of the President, ihe
Chairman shall be Rector of the Parish in which
the meeting is held ; or any other Vice-President
whom he, or in his absence, the meeting may
appoint.

IX. Visitors may attend the meetings if intro-
duced by a member.

X. No alteration or addition to this Constitution
shall he made, except at the annual meeling, or at
a special meeting to be called for that purpose by
the Ixecutive CCommittee, and then only by a voto
of two-thirds of the members present, notice of
alteration having been given at some preceding
meefing,

————— e e

Tur cditor of the Guarpiax acknowledges &5
from J. G, B, and 825 {from T. A. BPrown, Esy.,
for Bishop of Algoma's Stemn Yacht Fund.

BOOK NOTICES, &c.

TiHe CHILDREN'S SivIour—Instrunctions to Children on the
Tife of Cur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. By
Eowaip Osporske (of the Saciety of St. John Evangel-
ist), Assistant Minister of the Church of the Advent,
Boston, Mass. New York: Ji. & J. B. Young & Co,,
Cooper Union, Fourth Avenue.

This little work has very muceh {o recommend it.
It is written with great reverence and great simpli-
city, containing in a course of brief instruciions,
for the Sundays from the TFirst in Advent to the
First after the Asceusion, a conscentive story of our
Lord’s life. Tty well ealenlated to awaken the
reverence and aronse the interest of children in its
holy theme, and wo should like to be able to ex-
press our unqualified approval of it. DBt to state
among the solemn facts of our most holy religion
things for which there is no positive authority,
things which can be only regarded as pious opin-
iong, or, at the most, traditions, and to state them
with the same air of authority as the great truths
of Christianity cannot be wise or well, and must
result in some instances in loosening the hold
upon those truths whieh are of vital importance.
To state for instanee in relating the history of the
Blessed Virgin, that her espousal to Joseph meant
simply that “she might have a protector,” beeause
“it would not have been right for a young girl to
live and grow up alone;” “She was nevor married
to him,” and similar statements cerlainly not to he
found in Holy Writ, must take from the dignity
of the Sacred History, and would tend, when the
¢hild’s mind awakened to the fact of their un-
certainty, to instil distrust in the absolute truth of
the rest.  There is so much that is excellent in the
work, that we regrot to have to enter our protest
against what we consider this weakness. “The
Children’s Saviour” is well and elearly jinted and
i »xcellently illnstiied with pictures of the various
saints snd of our Lond Himself in the different
periods of His life.

HusnoLoT LiBrary, No. 37, contains six lectures
ou Light by Prof. John Tindall. These lectures
were delivered in several places in the United
States when the Professor visited this country a
few years ago, and are truly medels of beaunty.
both in diction and in their treatment of the sub-
ject. The experiments are extremely clear and
intelligible, and if not heyond ecriticism, as some
have rocently maintained, scem to the ordinary
reader to be so.  This Library issues in Monthly
parts at 81.50 a year, the very best thought of the
age upon the engrossing subjects of science and
letters such as Canon Rawlinson's <“I'he Origin of
Natigns,” Dr. Wilson's “Facts and  Fietions of
Zoology,” Archhishop Trench’s “Study of Wards,”
R, A. Proctor’s “Heredutary Focts and  other
Essays,” Prof. Caird’s “Oriental Religions,” Prof.
Huxley's “Lectures on IJvolution,” and others.
MeGregor & Knight, Halifax, will supply the
numbers at 18 cents each, a price which brings
t them within reach ef all,




