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ter. . The government agent says that they pray
daily, conduct themselves with- the greatest pro-
ricty, and refrain from all labor on the Sabbath.
Twelve months ago they had never heard of God ;
now W have been boplised, and many more are
earnestly desiring to embrace the Gospel.

Mar YoHANNAH, the venerable Nestorian Bi-
Shop, atténded recently at the First Presbyterian
Church in this city, which though a very large
capacious building, was not sufficient to accom-
modate the many hundreds of our citizens who
were anxious to be present. Mr. Perkins, a mis-
sionary to Persia, and among the Nestorians ,With
whom the Bishop visited this country, and who
is now in company with him, gave a very inte-
resting account of the Nestorian Chrislians, and
his missionary labois in that countiy.

Mar Yohannah then arose and made a fow re-
marks in the language of his people, which were
translated by Mr. Perking, and were in substance,
that he was much surprised " to see, away in the
west here, s0 many leagucs from his oriental
home, a country so populous, so wealthy, and
hossessing such civil and religious advantages.

¢ said that in Nestoria they thought they were
highly favored if each church could have a copy
of the ‘Scriptures, which, as they knew not print-
ing, were in manuseript, and thosc so rare as to
be very valuable—while in this country cepies
of the holy word were so plenty tbat every fa-
mily and every child even could possess the in-
estimable work. He exhibited an ancient cop{
of the Testament in Persian manuscript, whic
_was looked upon with a good deal of curiosity,
as an interesting relic of Eastern antiquity.—
Buffalo Com. Adv.

RecantaTioN.—A Liverpool Raper (the Mail,)
received by the last steamer, states that Dr. Gra-
ham, a-respectable surgeon at Birkenhead, pub-
licly read his recantation of the errors of Roman-
ism, in Trinity church, in that place, on the first
Sabbath in July. The Mail states that the Re-
cantation prodnced a deep effect on the minds of
many of the Roman Catholics who were present.
At the conclusion of the servica, four other Ro-
mnanists expressed their anxious wish to do like-
wise.
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, SEPT. 8, 1842.

1y a rising colony like Canads, it is of the
utmost importance, that free and equal reli-
gious rights should be secured to every class
of Her Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects;
indeed, it will readily be admitted, that any
attempt at an infringement of those rights
would in all probability lead to the most la-
mentable results, and tend to destroy that
peace and confidence which are so essential to
our proaf)erity as a colony:

A memorial was lately presented to His
Ex¢ellency Sir Charles Bapot, signed by &
number of Protestant ministers of the city of
Montreal,—praying for an equal participation,
with-the members of the Church of England,
in the advantages to be derived from < the
Universities and Colleges in British . North
America, established by Royal Charter, and
supported by public funds.” The reply of
His Excellency being of rather an evasive
oharacter, the Rev. Gentlemen already alluded
to, have drawn up 4 manly andforcible ¢ap-
-peal” to the pedple of Canada, on the impor-
ant subject, which has been extensively pub-~
lished.” We regret that our limits prevent us
from copying more than the followingextract;
which, however, will suffice to explain the ob-

N I
Asihe demand is perfectly reasonable, we:
. ,. N [ .
caunot conceive in what manner s6 common
an act of justice can be denied.

¢ We cannot allow ourselves to believe that the en-
lightencd and liberal portion of our brethern who ad-
bere to thé Church of Englind will approve of such
partal proceedings, because we cannot imagine them
30 blind and miscalculuting, as to decem that the tem-
porury possession of such exclusive power and influ-
ence, would not be bought at far too dear a price by
setting them in a hostile attitude to the great body of
their Protestunt brethren in this Colony.

% 13 there not causc then foralarm? Is there not
good ground for this appeal T When we look around
the various Colonies of British North America, what
is the actual state of our Protestant Colleges? In
what hands is their government vested ? Arve they
fitted 10 inspire equal confidence in ull classes and de-
nominations of Her Majesty’s loyal sulfjécts T 1Is
there no respect of persons or of creeds {—Do they
fulfil their ends in the most ample measurc? Or,
whal is the cause that they arc shorn of their power,
Justre and influence, and the public deprived of the
equal and full pacticipation of their benchits 1 Is it
to be tolerated at this day, and in this part of the
British dominions, that these noble institutions should
be cast in farty or scctarian mould, that they should
be trammeled, dwarfed, draincd of their vital power
and spirit, paralyscd in their free and generous action,
by a preposterous and antiquated .illiberality ? In
fact, until these institutions throughout North Ame-
rica shall have been effectually emancipated from the
preponderant ascendancy of one sect or party, thrown
open to the public, and their government made at

tain the shadow of a hope that they will fulfil their ¢cnd
a'Id 2 ] 'N T Cflnr ).

a period when we had greater cause to distrust a par-
ty who it scems ‘¢ have learned nothing and forgot
nothing,’”” amidst the many Jessons aud warnings
which the recent troubles of this Colony have impar-
ted, to all who are capable of profiting by expericnce,
and so long as they continue o manilest a determin-
ation to muintain an undue infl in the i
of our most important institutions, we must fecl it
our imperative duty to watch them closcly and to
guard the most sacred and precious rights of a free
people ; nor so long as thetr influcnca is allowed to
predominatc, is it possible for us to indulge the plea-
sing confidence that we may sit down sccure dgainst
any infringcthent of interests, which it would be un-
pardonuble in us te leave in jeopardy. .

¢ We cannot but regard, therefore, the present. as
another great crisis which has arisen in the history of
this Colony, in which we are called once mcre o
unite and co-operate, in order to cnforce the practical
and impartiul carrying out, in the frame work and ed-
ministration of all our public Insiitutions, of thosc
principles of equol rights and liberality, and of that
virtual responsibility to public opinion, which are the
only sure guarantee of our fulure peace, freedom, and
prosperity.

¢ Under this persuasion, we conclude by recom-
mending that the publie, by every constitutional means,
should now protest against, and thereby counteract,
the pernicions influence of this party and scetarian
spirit, which, ifit be not now sternly and vigorously
opposed, will not stop in its carcer, until it shall have
perverted into merely party and scctarian schools,
our Universities and Colleges, which if not immedi-
ately and cffectively put down, will revive unhappy
dissentions from which we have just encrged, and ob-
scure the fair prospeets that arc now opening to our
country .

< fa'it too much to hope, that those who are now so
blindly and precipitately urging this matter,may be in~
duced by this Appeal to pause in a career in which we
are persuaded their ultimatce defcat is ivevitable ? Nay
more, we will venture to forcwarn them, that should
they actually succeed. victory will prove to them more
injurious than defedt ; for we are persuaded, that if)
these institutions are established upon a parrow baais,
and governed in the spirit ofa scct or party, they will
forfeit the confidence and support of the great body of
the people, will dwindle into mere private and party
establishments ; new institutions, founded upon better
principles, and standing upon a broader basis, will
speedily riso up to suoersede, in all probability te
overshudow end eclipse them 3 compelling them ei-
ther to accommedate themselves to' the wants and
Wishes of the country, or dooming them to languish
and wither away, the just objects of general contempt
and reprobation. ] )

¢ Representing, as we do, so many Christian eom-
munities, it is searecly neceesary distinetly to disclaim
any hostile spirit towards the ‘Church of Enland a»
such, and to avow our willingncss, in all rcspects, to
¢oncede Lo the members of that community those equal
rights to which, in common with outsclves; they are
entitled. : .
¢ We refoice in the fact that that Church includes
many towards whom we cherish inost sincere frater-
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Ject-of this important document.

nal love, and with whom we shall gladly. co»operate

least virtually responsible, it is not possible to enter- | P

¢ In fine, we are persuaded that there never was],

in all that pertains to the «lorv uf our common Lord,
and the best interests of our fcllow-men.”

WE‘!SLBYAN MISSIONARY ANNIVERSARY,
FOR THE CANADA EASTERN DISTRICT.

THE following interesting account of the pro-
ceedings of the district meeting, recently leld
in Odell Town, from the pen of the Chairman,
the Rev. W. M. Harvard, we have copied
from the Wesleyun. For eeveral important
reasons, it will well repay a perusal. The in-
telligence, respectability, zcal,and piety ofthe
Wesleyan Methodist Church, have secured to
that body the respect and admiration of the
great and good of every denomination of Pru-
testants. The eminent success which hasevery
where attended the lahours of Wesleyan Min=
jsters, is the very best proof we can have, not
only that they are divinely called 1o the im-
portant work of the miuistry, but that their
unwearied zeal is acceptable to the Great Head
of the Church,

OpELL Town, LA CoLLE, July 7, 1842,

Rev. and dear Sir,—During our recent District

Mceting, most of the Missionaries were culled upon to
reach either in the Odell Town Chapel or the adjoin-
ing setilements ; and the recollection of their useful
labours is very gratefully cherished by us.
‘The Missionary Mecting for the Distriet was held on
Tuesday Evcning, May 24th, the Rev. RosErT )..
LusHER in the Chair.  Aninteresting Annual Repert
cf our Missions, preparcd by the Rev. R. Coonky,
was read, and Jirceled to be privicd for cireulation in
the District. .

On the Wednesday Fuening the Preachers partook
of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper together,
and were joincd in the sacrcd service by a considera—
ble number of the members of our Sceiety, tcgether
with several pious people of other Churches, aud some
from the ncighbouring Republic, who T do not daubt
were ‘fstrengthened and refreshcd” by the favourable
opportuity of christian communion in that Divine or=
dinance. . .

On Monday the 234, inr the evening, 3 valued young
Brother, Revi MarcoLmM McDoNaLp, was regular-
ly ordained to the oflice ¢f the Christian Miniatry, ae-
cording to our truly apostolical order, ‘¢ by the laying
on of the hands of the presbytery.”

The eandidate had previously cxercised as a proba-
tioner for nearly five years, and hed passed through
his :preparutory studics, togethcr with the prescribed
theological examinations, to the satisfactivn of the
District Meeting.

As usual on such an occasion, he was desired to
give an account, belore the congregaticn, of his con-
version and present christian expericnce, together with
the circumstances of his cali to the Ministry : with
which he complicd in a marncr and spirit most clear,
scrriptual and affecting.  One pleasing feature f his
case was, that he had been ““born of the Spirit” in
the same consecrated edificein which we were assem-
bled to ¢ ordain® him Lo the cacred office. He (it
himselfhappy that, 2t his ordination, he was able to
point the listening auditory to the precisc spot on which
as a mourning penitent, he was firstcnabled to beliere
in Christ and {0 “ Jov 1IN Gop.”” Thiscircumsiance
was well rememwbercd by many pious and intelligent
persons who were present with us, ard to whem the
nataral allusion could not fail to be touching in a high
degree 3 knowing as they well did, that, by the grace
of God, his subscquent conduct had been such as o
confirm the profession of conversion with which he hud
originally commerced his christian career.

It was gratilying also to know that ““ THte Hory
Gnost,” by whom he had been ““inwardly moved?’
to take upon him ¢ this clficc and ministry,” hud
made him instrumental in the conversion ¢f cthers, to
whom he could appeal agrecably to apostelical usage
as  ““ the scals of his ministry in the Lord.’’ This
is a point on which the Weslcyan Budy have from the
Yeginning always required the most satisfuctory evi-
denee relative to all candidatcs for the ministry among
them.

The conversion of sinners to God was the primary
objcct of the institilion of the Chrisiian Ministry 3
and the aceomplishment of that object the primary an&
p imitive prool of a Divinc commission o preach the
Gospel. Such plishinents d trated a Di-
vine accompaniment. To this he following Serip-
tures bear {he strongest testimony :—Acts xxvi. 16,
17, 18 ;—2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20 ;—2 Cor. vi. 1; 1
Co-. iv. 14, 15 3—1 Cor. ix. 1, 2 ;—Mark xvi. 20.

The Wesleyans DEPRECATE 8 ministry to which
t1 e Holy Ghost affords no confirming ¢ seals,® in'the

cenrersion of sinners to Ged ! and T trust they will



