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for Congress. The tendency in Canada is

precisely the svne, anl, sa far as we can

jule, the instances are rare in which

inlividuals vlio have left the Reform

party, owing ta their preference for the

protectire policy tf the Conservatives,
have continued ta support their old

leaders in the Provincial elections. We

aire inclined te think that this is precisely
w'hat miglit be expected as the result of

pîarty orgiani'zationl.
It is now rather more than three years

since a venerable statesman of great ex-

perience, Earl Grey, contributed ta the
Niictecetit Century a paper entitled,
IlHow shall we retain the Colonies ? " The
occasion for writing this paper was the
adoption by Canada of the principle of
protection, and it led ta another contri-
bution from Lord Norton entitled, HIlow
not ta retain the Colonies," in which Lord
Greyis views were combated witih con-
silerable ability. There le muich in the
respective papers that is applicable ta
the questions which force themselves on
our consideration in Canada, and which
may be designatel, Hoiw shall we pre-
serve Confederation ? "l and I Hov not ta
pres-rve Confederation." IL must be
borne in mind t.hat when in public life,
and Secretary of State for the Coloniss,
Lord Grey was not surpassed in liberality
by any statesman of his time. ls views
as ta Inperial control may be gathered
froi a short passage in hils paper:

lIf the Colonies amd lie United Kingdom
are te fori ain Emptire in the truc sense of the
word, tiere nust be somie one paramount
1a11erity invsted %vitli stulicient povier over

"Il1 tle stpai'ate coliiititinities dit forni the
Ettmpire to ensure that on matters i llit concern
liemt ail tley shall not follow' different and
lconflicting lines of conduct, but shall co-

coperate wi'.i each ailer. Every Colony
eniig representat ive institutions inny fairly
claim tle right of taki ng such mierias ure as it
rmay judige ta be best, whenever these aiffect

only its own separate interests, but unless ai
te Colonies et in concert, ani in siborl ina-

''ten Io lie rlii .Ial au thon ly iii c meryllîiîî
"ltai concerns the gencral interest, they canant
be said ta constitite a reai Entîpre.
IL wil le observed that Lord Grey,

while contending that as regards questions
afl'ecting ail parts of the Enpire tiere
ouglt ta be one paramount authority, so
as to secure unity of action, fully admits
that in cases where there are separate
interests the controlling power should
rest with the subordinate authority. As
regards the question of what we nay
tern "Canadian Home Rule" there can:
be no doubt that the principle laid down
by Lord Grey requires non interference
on lite a t of the Dominion Goveriment
with questions with which the Provincial
Legishatures are authorized to deal. in the

States of the American Union instances
are constantly occurring of State Legis-
latures heing in antagonism ta Congress,
but their legislation, sa long as it does
not exceed lteir' constitutional powerl
cannot be interfered with by any authority
emanating from Congress. The power
given to the Governor General ta disallow
the acte of the local Legislature is analo-
gaus ta thab viici the Queen possesses ta
disallow the Acts of the Canadian Parlia-
ment, a pover which, if exercised, even
on such questions as those in which the
whole Empire le interested, would create,
and in our opinion justly create, intense
dissatisfaction throughout the Dominion.
We should fail ta convey a just idea of
Lord Grey's views if we were to omit
noticing the remedy which lie suggested
ta prevent uncalled for interference by
the Imperial Government with local
legislation. He strongly objected to the
project which has been often recommend-
ed of Colonial representation in Parlia.
ment. He pointed out that it would be
a very small proportion of the whole
business af ihe Hnuse of Commons in
which the Colonies would have any inter-
est, and that i3 would be unreasonable
that a Canadian or Australien member
stould have thte riglt to spe'ak and vote
on questions relating ta the imposition
of taxes in Great Britain which .his con-
stituents would not have ta pay. He
likewise held that there would, be an
obvious inconvenience in having Colonial
members sitting in Parliament, as this
wouIld lear ta their being enrolled in the
ranks of one or other of the parliamentary
parties. If, lie sai, they adhered to the
Opposition, it wvouîld, be impossible for
thent to holdi confidential intercourse with
the Governtent, and if they supported
the Ministers of the day, the defeat of the
Administration woull render tieir rela
tions with a new one still more difHeuit.

Iov, then, was the difficulty ta be met?
Aimit ting tiiat almost any plan was liable
ta objections, Lord Grey suggested the
formation of a conimittee of the Privy
Council, ta wIhich IHer Mqjesty muighet
signify ier readiness ta appoint resident
colonial agents, and whirh other members
of the Privy Council in England, including
the Secretary of State, might be specially
instructed ta attend. No colonial acts
should be disallowed vithout having been
first.considered and reported on by this

committee. Lord Grey, being a strong
Free-trader is impressed with the convic-
tion that the colonies cean only be retained
by preventing thei from imposing pro-
tective duties, and the abject of his pro-

posed committee w'as to flind a means ai'
thwarting the views of the Canadian

Parliament. Although ve are unable ta
conlur either in Lord Grey's opinion as ta
the impending danger or as ta the remedy
which he lias suggested, we venture ta
think that the latter is less objectionable
than the exercise of an arbitrary veto.

Lord Norton in his reply deals with the
expediency or practicability of increased.
control, and the probable results of
attempting it. He said.

''There is no dispute as ta the entire control
" which ali such British comunities have over

tmatters of their own internal and local con-
cern. TlîI, Iiit'ial, Ptrliaecit ioulti never
tiink aof intcrfttrc in clsiî'ely colonial
ltgislation, nor cotlhi the Sovereign constitu-
tionally withltold the Royal assent front re-
sponsible Ministers. possessing the confidence

"I o the Parliament piassing, such, measures.
The legislaîtive autthority of Ilte lInperial
Parliament is in theory tanscendant, and ex.
tends over colonies and ail dominions of the

"Sovereign; but in colonies under government
resttsibît It tieir otst t ntrtsetutive legis-

"lattres it is ltraeticelly iteven directly cxertcd
et ail. Ir f iere it wtouit reduce constui-
tional Government, recognized and established
in a colony, ta a ficaion, sham, and delusion

" fraught with miscltief alike to the bastard
"colony and ta the Molither Uountry so degrad-
"ing lierself abroad.1

There is not one word in the foregoing
extract that does not apply ta our Provin.
cial legislation. Ontario enjoys a repre-
sentative assembly, and a responsible
Ministry, and is not in the exceptional
position of the Dominion Parliament as
its legislation cannot affect the people in
other Provinces of the Dominion, who,
nevertheless, througli tie instrumentality
of a Government, responsible ta their
representatives, undertakes ta disallow' the
acte of the Ontario Legislatuî'e, even when
re-affiî'ned after a previous disallowance,
The position of titis question [s well de-
serving of calm consideration. The people
of Ontario Ivill, ere long, be called on ta

pass their verdict, and it is confidently
maintained that it will be in favor Oi the
exercise of tte veto, Should it be Bo it
will perhap remind Sir Join Macdonald
of the time.when Lord Metcalfe succeeded
in gettitg a Parliament elected, apparent-
ly i opposition to Responsible Govern-
ment, as Sir, Francis Head lad likewise
succeeded in <oing same years previously.
Those elections only proved that the
political leaders w'ho were successful were
more popular at the moment than those
whom they defeated. Those leaders
would have been quite ai indignant as
their predecessors had the Governmnent
iefused ta follov their advice, and most
assuredly if Mr. Merediti should succeed
in defeating the present Ontario
Government lie would object as strongly
as Mr, Mowat ta his measures being


