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CH'ARACTER OE“‘CH.’\RLEMACNE..
S [;:Fr::::’tl'tj;nm.]

OF -his moral-virtues, chaftity is notthe .
thoft confpicucus : but the. public ha;pi.
nefs could not be matcrially injured by his -
nine wives or concubines, the various in-
dulgence of meance or morce tranficnt a-
mours, the multitude of his baftaids whom

“he bettowed on. the.church, and the long
celibacy and licertious manners of his
daughters, whom the tather was .;’u{pcﬁcd
of loving with téo-fond a paffien. 1 fhall
be fearcely permitted to accufe the ambi-
tiin of a conquercr; butin a day of cqual
retribution, the fons of his'biother Ca lo-
man, the Merovingian princes of Aquitain,
and the four thonfand tve hundred ~axons
swho were beheaded on the fame fpot,
would have have fom=thing to ailcdge a-
gaintt the justice and humanity of Charle-
magne.  His treatment of the vanquithed
-Saxons was an abufec of the right of con.
‘quett; his laws were not . jefs. faoguinary
than hisarms; and in the ¢ifcullion of his

- 'motives, ‘whatever is fubftiradted from bi.
goiry muft be imputed to temper.. The
fedentary reader 33 -amazed by his incef-
.ot adtivity of mind and body; and hig

- fubjells and.enemics were net lefi aflo-
~@ifh:d at his fudden prefence, at the.mo.
ment when they belicved him at the meoit
diftant exeremity of the empire; neither
peace nor war, nor fummer nor winter
werz a fesfon of repofe ; and our fancy
cannot eafily reconcile the anpals of has

‘reign with the geography of his expedi.
tiors. But thisactivity was a nationalra-
ther than a perfonal virtue; the vagrant
life of a Frank was fpent in the chace, in
pilgrimazge, in military adventurces; and
the jouraies of Charlemagne were diftin. -

" guithed only by a more numeious train
and 2 more important purpofe.  His mi-
litary revown muft be tried by he férutiny

- of his troo, <, hisenémics, and his a&jons,
Alexander conquered with the arms Phi-
lip, -but the rwe heroes who preceded

- Churlsmagne, bequeathed him their name,
th-ir txamplés, and. the companions of

'thiéir viones. Atthebead of his veieran,
andfuperior armies, he opprefled the favage
or degenerate nations, who weere incapablc

- of confederating for their common fafery 1

- mor did he ever, cncounter an.cqualanta
gonift in numbers, in difcipline, of in.

. arms.  The fcience of war has been loft

._and revived 'with the arts of peace; but.
"fhns?cumpalgns are not illuftrated’ by any
A ‘ﬁeé_c or batile, of ﬁngular,-,didicuhy and
~fuccels 5 and he might behcld, withenvy,
- the Saracen’trophies of his grandfather, 1 -
- touch with feverence the faws of Charle.’
- - amagne, (o highly applauded by a refpeda.
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- ble judge, Tley compole nct a (yfiem, -
but a ferics, of vecationad wnd minue c.;é;%l
didls, ter the eonrcllion of abufes, therg. 5
formation «f munncis, the aconomy, of

< his farms] the care of his potity, and e, |

_vegy the fale-of” his egps. le wifhed tq,

- impruve the laws and the chazaler o1 tny
Franke ; and his attemy ts, however feelje ¢
and impctfe @, ate defoining of prafer thg
Anvetirate evibiot the tines were fufpend.
cd er mollified by his goscrement’y butjn. &
hiv inftituti ns § can feldony ditcover the, =«
generad views cand the imnoi i tpint of
3 leguflator, who furvives himfll sor the
bepefit of poflerity ‘L he union xnd flabi. 7
biy of his unpire deprnded on the sife of
a fingic man : he inatated the dangegous
pradlice of dividing hi. Kingdoms .ming:
his fons; and, att r s ruemcrous dicys,
the whele conflitution was L1t to Audiu.
ate botween the difordars o1 anatchy and

. defpotifm. His cfivem for the picry and
knuwledge of the Jlerpy tonpted him to
enteuft that afpiting owder with tempora] ™
dominien and civil jur.fdi@iun. "ihe K.

T terary merits-of Clailemagne are attefied
by the tounda-ion ¢ f fchools, th inucdues * %
tien of-ar, the werky which wire pub, ©
Lilied in his name, and hiv familiar con. ..
ncflion with the fub)e@s and irangus
whom he invited (o Lis couit to cducate,

. both the prince and the pcople.  Ilizgwn -
fludies werg tardy, laboriovs, and imper.

- fedr; if he fpoke Latin, 3nd undoificed
Greek, hoderised the fudiments ot bricwe. -
ledge frem converfation, sather Uan irom -
books; and, intis maturc age, the «m. *
peror firove te acquire the pradliceoi wai- -
ting, which cvery prafant now learns in .

S ibanfancy. Cihe grammar anddogic, the ™
mufic and aftr nomy, of the t Moy, werp:

_enly cultivated a» handmads o1 tup niti.
tion ; but the curctity o! the buman mynd .
mufl vitimatcly tend o sty imprévement,
and the cocoutagen.cnt of learning reficéds .
‘the purcft and moft pl-afi- g lufire on thg
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ON THE LEARNING OF THE ARA-
: BUANS. RN
{Er_cr.:{d}rf.u‘z}.J ‘ o

UNDER the reign of the-Ommiades, the-
fludits of e Moflems were cenfined to -
the 'nterpretation f the Koran, 3ud the

“cloquenceand poctry of their native tongue, .
A propld continually cxpoftd to thic dan--
.gers ot the fiéld,. muft efteem the healing
powers of medicine’ or rather of Targery's
but -the. flarving phyficians of '*Arabia*j‘;
murmurcd a complaint, that exercife and”
temperance deprived them 'of the greatelt -




