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THE COMPOSER OF « MARTHA.”

It was in 1812, when April showers were near their apothe-
oses in May flowers, that the wife ofa very poor and propor.
tionately proud nobleman of Tenterdorf, in Mecklenburg-
Schwerin, gave birth to an heir destined to a heritage of but
few and sterile patrimonial acres, Frederick Ferdinand
Adolphus were the laboriously international names inflicted
upon this helpless scion of the Von Flotows: and had paternal
pride of blood been allowed to control his future career their
heaviness might have symbolised prophetically the bearer's
lumbering way through the world.

But Frederick the small was inspired at a very early period
of youth to follow his Bohemian ear rather than his patrician
nose, and disdain the aristocrat livelihood of diplomacy, to
which the Baron would have consigned him, for the studio of
the mucic master. It was a literal “ going off on his ear,” then,
when, at the age of about sixteen, he deserted the study of
court intrigue in Germany for the celebrated tutorship of the
composer Reicha in Paris ; there to gain for his irrepressible
musical ingpiratian the technical instruction required for its
artistic expression. Scarcely, however, had his enthusiasm
for melodious numibers settled fairly into its Parisian crucible
and practical solution, when the revolution of 1830 recalled
him to Fatherland ; and it was several years before he again
saw the capital of France and of the world of art.

In tiese years of unwillingly resumed domesticity began the
romance of Frederick von Flotow’s private history. Despair.
ing of his reclamation from musical composition to & profes-
sion befitting his birth, unless he could be bound at home by
other ties thdn those of heritage, his father half influenced,
half coerced the mere boy into a marriage with a high-born
young lady of a neighbouring chateau, who was similarly
urged into the alliance by parental compulsion. 1In truth, the
bride not only loved, but had been secretly affianced el ewhere
and went as a lamb tothe s'aughter. The youthful bridegroom
knew nothing of this, probably, at’ the time; yet even his
ivexperience must have been pyrceptible of somethinz very
statue-like in the rigid girlish figure standing with him at the
aitar. Soou thereafter he awoke to the fact that her heart
was another's, and never could be his ; and almost simul ane-
onsly came the conviction that his own heart was «till in
music—and 'in Paris. N .domestic happiness was possible in
such circumstances. What mad. it more trying, the arental
families on either side utterly refused to recognise or sympa-
thige with the cause of the trouble, save ouly a sister of the
young wife, whose earnest sympathy was given to the husband.
As for the mismated lady, the early lover was her only friend.
What could ensue from this pitiful union but dislikes, distrust,
and misery ?

Reckless of all but his own first love, Flolow defied every
family vanity and conventional restriction by escaping back to
Porisw th the manuscripts of half adogen crude operas in his
trunk ; determined to be tuenceforth a musical g-nius and
nothing else. It was a damger to find that none of the Parisian
managers would have anything to do with the aforesaid prized
compositions of bis desolate hvurs in Mecklenburg ; but by and
by (1838) his amateur fame secured for him the composition of
the score for “ L Naufrage de la Méduse,” the immediate
public success of which gave him access to the stage of the
opera house. The « Forester,” two years later, ani ¢ I’Esclave
de Camoens,” in 1843, were additional French succesges, pav-
ing the way for the splendid Europcan acclamations over his
« Alessandro Stradella,” in 1844 ; ® L’Ame en Peine,’ in 1846,
and the delightful « Martha,” in 1858. 'The latter composition
had 200 consecutive performances atthe Opera Comijue, and
when the now illustrious young maestro carried it to his native
Mecklenburg the people went mud over it,

At the height of his continental fame Fiotow was patroniged
by his ari«tocratic kindred once more, and the Grand Duke of
Mecklenburg appointed him matltre dée chapelle, or director of
the Court Theatre at Schwerin ; even though his social
name was yet under a cloud fromn the divorce by which he had
been sepaiated from his ill-chosen wife. The composer of
«Stradella” and “ Martha ” might be, indeed, at this hour, on
the highest wave of professional celebrity and courtly favour
but for the chronic perversity of his domestic genius.

Some ten years ago he took for his second wife that sister of
the first who was his friend ia the earlier matrimonial desola-
tion, and a final ostracism by court and kindred was the penal-
ty. BSuch an alliance was deemed unpardonable, and its first
fruit was the composers removal from ‘his court-theatre
directorship by the scandalised Grand Duke Frederick Francis.
Since then his opera of «Zilds,” (1866) has s::stained his
earlier reputation ; but his banishment from patrician circles
i irrevocable and keenly felt. -

Two or three weeks since, a correspondent of the Berlin
Tribune, taw him at his present home, or exile, near Linz, in
Austria, where his yet vast income from his ojieras enables him

/tolivein a grand chateau called Prienits, with his wife and
two children. Idolized by thelady, who is & handsome matron
of forty and a brilliant pianist, he might be happy enough in
his old age but for the wropg his egotism feels under the cold-
ness of the great. His new opera of  Haida,” cannot be pro—
duced in Paiis, because he is one of those hated Germans ; nor
in Berlin, because the offended Grand Duke uses his influence
there inimically : nor in Vienna, because Berlin rejects. So,
at least, says the embittered Flotow, who, if he had been more
discreet in past social atfiliations or retained less vanity now,
should be exemplary of well-rewarded genius and philosophi-
cal serenity in the sunset of his days.:

COPYING MEDALS.,

Copies of medals or other similar articles may be readily
made by avery simple piece of apparatus. A 2ast of the
medal is first taken in wax. This is done by moistening the
medal or coin slightly, and then pouting the melted wax over
it. The object of the moistening is to prevent the wax stick-
ing' to the surface of the metal. While the wax is still warm,
a piece of copper wire should be imbedded in it to serve asa
support, aud to connect with the sinc in the deoumposing
cell. After removing the medal from the mould, the sur-
face of the mould is dusted over with fine plumbago until it
appears quite black ; all excess of the carbon is then carefully
removed with a soft brush. If fine iron filings can be had,a
few of them are sifted over the face of the mould, and & solu-
tion of sulphate of copper is poured on it. It is then care-
fully washed ; this serves to give a very thin coating of copper,
and facilitates further operations, but may be omitted if not
pouvenient. Care must be taken, jn putting on the plumbago
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coating, that it comes in contact with the copper wire. A

very convenient way of applying this wire is to bend it into
aring slightly larger than the medal to be copied, lay it on
the table around the medal, and pour the wax over both at the
ssme time. Scraping with a knife exposes it completely.
The mould being prepared, take an ordinary glased earth-
enware basin four or five inches deep, and in it set a small
flower pot, having previously plugged up the hole in the bot-
tom of the pot with a piece of wood, a little wax, or other
suitable material. The flower pot is to be filled with & weak
solution of common galt. The outer basin is then filled with
astrong solution of sulphate of copper, and a little bag hold-
ing crystals of sulphate of copper is hung in it to keep it ss-
turated. Add a few dn:gn of sulphuric acid to both solutions,
place a piece of sinc in the flower pot, and connect it with the
wire of the mould, The mould being now put in the outer so-
lutiod, a coating,of copper soon shows itself. The mould may
be leftin the solutivn two or three days, if a thick coating is
desired.—Boston Journal of Chemistry.

- Literary Fotes,

NEW BOOKS,

Another volume of Harper & Bros.’ excellent edition of
Wilkie Colling’ works® has made its appearance. It contains
¢ The Moounstone,” one of the most fascinating of this
author's novels. Like its predecessors the book is profasely
illusirated and its entire get-up—paper, printing, and bind-
ing—is perfect. )

The Harpers have just issued volumes 407 and 408 of their
celebrated Library of Select- Novels. The fitst of these is
Aunthony Trollope’s Christmas story ¢ Harry Heathoote of
Gangoil,” which first appeared in the pages of the London
Graphic. It is & short, interasting story of life in the Aus-
tralian bush, and is illustrated with two engravings. No. 408
is Miss Braddon’s novel, # Publicans and Sinners’t one of
the best productions of the fertile pen of this popular novel-
writer. It is a tale of absorbing interest, written with great
pow.r and lacking many of the faults which mar some of Miss
Braddon’s books. While it is essentially sensational, it is
nevertheless true to life, the writer having carefally avoided
the impossibilities and improbabilities upon which the ma-
jority of novelists rely for success. . .

Professor Swintou whose ¢ Language Lessons” and ¢ Pro-
gressive English Grammar” have been favourably noticed in
these columns has published the third of his Language Series—
Bchool Composition. | Of the object of these books the
author says: ¢ It is strictly a manual forschool work,and
has been made with special reference to the rationsl remofel-
ing recently accomplished, or now in the way of being ac-
complished, in the Courses of Btudy in our public schools—
& remcdelling in which Language-training for the first time

receives the attention that is its due. In the plan here adopt- -

ed, composition is begun with the very commencement of the
study, and is carried on part passu with the development of
rules and principles. It is & matter of common experience
that children’s power of producing, in an empirical way, is
much in advance of their knowledge of the rationale of writ-
ing : hence, in the present work, pupils are not kept back
from the improving exercise of actual composition until they
have mastered the complicated details of rhetorical theory.
It should be added, however, that the demands made on the
scho ar will not be found beyond his powers. He is provided
with the material to work on, and his attention is limited to
the process of building this material into shape—the author’s
conviction being that training iu the Art of Expression is as
much as can wisely be aimed at in school composition., Pu-
pils must first be taught Aow (o write ut all, before they can be
shown how to write well—a maxim that has never been out of
mind in the making of this book.

‘“ Among our Bailors” ¥ is the title of & capital book just
issued by the Harpers. The writer is Dr. J. Groy Jewell, late
United States Consul at Singapore, who has undertaken on
this side of the Atlantic & work similar to that to which in
England Mr, Plimsoll has so nobly devoted himself, His aim
is to excite a feeling of sympathy for the wrongs received by
the sailors at the hands of avaricious ship-owners, and cruel
ship’s officers.” An appendix ¢~ the work contains extracts
from the United States Statutes bearlng on shipping and sail-
ors.

Mr. John Cameron, editor of the London (Ont.) ddvertiser
has published a neat volume * * containing the letters writ-
ten by, him to his paper during a summer’s tour through
Europe, in which he gives his impressions of the Old World.
The books will doubtless be eagerly read by Canadians.

THE MAGAZINES.

8t. Nicholas for February opens with a charming little poem
by W. C. Bryant, and then, on the very first page, the siories
begin with a well-told tale of the middle ages, ¢« Bianca and
Beppo,” by J. 8. 8tacy, full of the flavour of youthfal chivairy,
aod illustrated by a most exquisite engraving by Miss Scannell.
Among the other short stories, we have ¢« How the Heaveus
Fell,” by Rossiter Johnson, illustrated by H. L. Stephens ; « How
Jamie Had His Own Way,” by Miss Mary N. Presoott; ¢ What
‘8t. Valentine Did for Milly,” by Susan Coolidge: all good and
each oue with a character of it8 own. Besides these, there are
the three serials, “ Fast Friends,” by J.T. Trowbridge, illus-

*The Moonstone. By Wilkie Collins. 12mo. Cloth. Lilustrated, $1.50.

New York : Harper & Brothers. Montreal : Dawson B s,

t Harry Heoathcote of @ ngoil. A tale of Australian Bush Life. By
Anthony Trollope. Small 8vo. Paper, pp. 61. _Illustrated, 25 cents.
New York : Harper & Brothers. Montreal : Dawsoa Bros.

Publicans and Sinners ; or, Li1eius Davoren. A Novel. By Mies
M?E Braddon.n Pnper.r mall sv’o. p&- 190. 75cents. New York:
ros.

Harper & Bros. Montreal : Dawson,

It School Composition : Being Advanced La o Leasons for
e "By Prof. William. Eminton s & Linen, 16mo.
5;:_0. 119, 50 cehts. New York : Harper & Bros Montreal : Dawson

% Amoog Qur Sailors. By J. Grey Jewell, M, D., ‘Late United
3tates Consal, 3ingapore. 120, Cloth. pp. 811, New York : Harper
& Bros. Montreai: Dawson Bros.

** Tmpressions of a Canadiau. Sights and Sensations in Europe.
By Joha Cainery, editor of the Loadoa (Canada)* Daity Advertiser.””
Clzﬂl- Pp. 154, 50 oeats. Loalon : Joha Cawmsron % Qo. v ‘

trated by White; ¢« Nimpo’s Troubles,” by Olive Thorne, with a
drawing by Miss Hallock; and 4« What Might Have Been Ex- .
pected,” by Frank R. Stockton, with an illustration by W, L.
Sheppard, and one by Sol. Eytinge. Among the pictures is &
very curlous and amusing drawing by F. Beard, showing how
litsle boys may change into frogs if they play leap-frog too
much. There are useful articles on the Velocity of Light, Wood-
Carving, and about that curious animal the Manatee. C. 8,
Stephens, who has written so much for Qur Young Folks, de-
scribes a « Moose Hunt in Maine ; ” and there is a short resumé
of Stanley’s recent book f-r boys, bringing in some startling ad-
ventures with wild animals in Africa, with pictures that will
charm the heart of many a youngster. A poem, *“ What's the
Fun?” by Olive A. Wadsworth, illustrate by eight appropriate
cu's, gives, in a lively and rollicking style, an idea of the fun
that can be had in each of the months of the year. There are
also poems by Celia Thaxter, Silas Dinsmore. Mary E. C. Wyeth
~—who oontributes some baby valentine verses ; and » humaurous
ballad by Theophilus Higginbotham, called ¢ Mild Farmer Jones
and the Naughty Boy,” which is 1llustrated by nine very funny,

. Bilhouettes by Hopkins. Two pages for little felks are given

this month ; and there 1s some capital talk from «Jack-in-the-
Pulpit;” a lively pantomimae for parlor acting, by G. B. Bartlett,
well known in that connection to the readers of Our Young
Folks; " and a well-filled Riddle Box. The Frontisplece, by W,
Brooks, entitled. “1In Sister's Care,” is & vigourous, weil-drawn
picture. This nuraber of St Nicholas like the last, while it keeps
its individuality in every particular, shows a deciped disposition
to accept freely every advantage offered by its late absorption of
Our Young Folks. The old readers of the laiter magazine will
recoxnige saveral of their favourite authors In this number of 8t
Nicholas, which, by the way, abounds in illustrations, there .
belug' no less than fifty picturesin it, all of them good, and some
of them remarkably flue., 8¢, Nicholas is certalnly the brightest
and best of shildren’s magazines.

We have aiso received Harper's Magasine, the Galary, the At-
lantic Monthly, Soridbner's Monthly, Old and New, and the Penn
Monthly,on which we reserve our comments until next week.

A new weekly illustrated paper was to have been started in
London this month to be called the Nlustrated World.

It 18 stated that Mr. Darwin is engaged in the preparation of &
revised and extended edition of # The Descent of Man,”

Cornell University has courage as well a8 enterprise, It has
made Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen, the well-known Swedish novel-
ist, Assistant Professor of North European languages.

A sum of fifty pounds is offered for the best essay on the im-
portance of the rest of the seventh day for all, but especially for
those who are employed in laborious occupations. Memolrs are
to be addressed, not later than Beptember 80th, 1874, to the
president of the Swiss SBoclety for the Sanctification of the Sab-
bath, Place de Champel, 497, at Geneva.

Mr, George Darwin, son of the distinguished naturalist, Mr.
Charles Darwin, who was Becond Wrangler at Cambridge a few
years ago, is engaged upon an important work upon marriage.
Hi« researches have been principally in regard to the proportion
of all mariiages that are marriages between first cousiny, and
with a view (o the discovery of the physical and mental resuils
of these marriages.,

The new novel in the Cornht{ll Magasine, * Far From the Mad-
dening Crowd,” which i8 so goud as to have been almost suspected
to have come from the pen of George Eliot, is in reality written
by a Mr. Hardy, aiready the author ef one or two novels, whioh,
bowever, falled 10 make any impression on the novel.reading
public and the critics at large. His new work is attracting muol
attention; its authorship is emgerly canvassed.

As our readers have long long been expecting the series of ar-
ticles on Junius, by the Lord Chief Justice of England, we beg
to inform them that, although the work ha+ beeo tuterrupted by
the Geneva Arbitration and the terrible- Tichborne case, {t hus
not by any means been relinquished. A good deal has already
been written, and the Ohlef Justice has spent many hours, won
from his laborious weeks, at the British Museum in ocollecting
evidence. The services of an eminent expert in hand writing
have also been called into requisition.

A very ourious book s just now In course of publication by
two Freneh firms and Méssrs. Trubner & Co, of London. Itisa
manual of the Chinese mandarin language, complied after Ollen-
dorfl's metbod, The editor is Monrleur Charles Rudy, of Paris,
a member of all the principal Asiatic and linguistic sooletias,
The object of this pubilcation is to teach Chinese English., The
pronunciation has been one of Lhe points most carefuily noted,
several small reading books of tales and fables accompanying
the series, which both in idea and execution 1 certainly original.

The Counter Poison is the title of an almanas which is exten-
sively oircuiated under the sgis of the Government thronghout
the kingdom, for it is unlawful to speak of the Repubiic even by
inf The ¢ poi ” i{s the Republic, Liberal ideas, &c.
The ¢ counter poison ” is the reign of the clergy, the restoration
of Henri Cinq. The Governmentis not to blame ror its tolerance
of these nonsensical niatseries, but it is to be blamead for author.
ising the circulation of these openly seditious publications, when
it stamps its veto on any almanacs which are {llustrated with
Republican devices.

Paris brought out thirty-six n@w journals and periadieals dur-

. ing the past year; many of these have had only the life of the

roses—the space of a morning—or evening. The Gallant Mer-
owry, destined (o reform the frivolities of society, died on reach-
ivg ite fifth number. Folly was top powerful. Amdng those
which also su-cambed to the diseases of infancy were The Friend
o Religion, Universal Sulfrage, Mme. Angot, Actuality, &e.
Among those holding on are the Soleil newspaper, the property
of the Duc d’Aumale, and “claiming only to pay its way; * the
Aventr Mutrimondul, speclally dedicated 10 old bachelors and
flinty-hearted maids; the Gastronomigue Gasette explains itself
—is as great a necessity 10 the diner-out as a box of Cockle's or
any other body’s pills; the Broocanteur i devoted to the rag-
ploking and marine store interest; it devotes a column, how.
ever, to art and curiosities.

Mr. Henry Glassford Bell, who was sheriff of Lanarkshi
died on Wednesday last. Recent!y he hud had bis right hn
amputated, with the view to the removal of a cancer. Unwell,
of cour=e, after the operation, it was hoped he would soon, how-
ever, be able to resume his Judicial duties; but last Saturday he
took & slight ohil', sud on the Tuesday following his filness be-
came alarming, and he died on the next day. He was born in
1805, and was the friend and frequent compar.ion of Protes:or
Wtison, and Wilsoh speaks of him with respect and aff:ction in
-the « Nootes,” where he appears under the name of * Tallboys,”
In 1882 Mr. Bell was admitted a member of the Facu ty of Ad-
vocate , in 1839 he was appointed one of the Sheriff’s Substi-
tute of Glasgow, and In 1867 he was raised to the office of Sher-
iff Principal, on the death of 8ir Archibald Alison. Some iime
agoa v lume of his 0ocasional productions was published by
Macmillan, under the title of « Romances aud. Ballade.” His
literary fame will rest, however, on his weil-known poem,
“ Mary Queen of 800t8,” written in his early yoars,



