
THE HARP.

.ether'wiso. But thoy avoided each othier.
When the mother begain te notice this,
it seemed very unaccouitablo-but,
niev'ertiheless, it was true.

The boy w'as hal' sitting, halft leaning
againlst his sister's sot, and just as
JAdy lmsdale onte'd e hid ex-
claimed:

Oh, ar'y, how pretty yon look I
Ir veriy loig <oIlden-lair, free froim

the tirmmels o rt, had bI left to
stray, at its owi sweet wiil, inl natural
waves of silken shoon, ir below herp
waist. She hId caught the burnishedl
Maus in ber left haud, nid thrown it
back with the carolss grace se perfoctly
nural te hir, as she Ialf-rised hor-self
on the sofa te examino some of Freddy's
treasuîres which lie lrd broi'gh t te show
be.: sone shells ho had gatheired the
day befotO eon the beach at Dalkey. Her
hair had falen piartly over bir right
shoulder, :imd partly in rich folds over
lier right 1mr Moir cleai violet oyCs
wore i-aised, in asking a question, to her
brother's face, and he though t for the
moment ho had never son eyes se
beaîutif'uI. The traces of delicacy re-
nied, perhaps always w'ould remain,
in the tr'aispa-nt skin. with just a flusli
ofor. Her' lips, apalt, woro asling
ic question, by their very exprossion,

as nrich ls by the words which came
forth fron thei.

It was no wonder that Freddy haid
exelained: " Oh, Mary, how protty you
lookc !"

Iher is Harry?" iquired Lady
Elmisdal.

I dolnt know mothe'," the boy re-
plicd, still romanuing. whbero h kielt.

I seldom soc hin now," he added witl
semethg as like a sigh as a boy could.
utter,.

Lady Elmisdale clid not press the mat-
ter firther. She could not understiid
H'arry's prosent feelings, but she thouglt
i best to leave hiim te Iiiself'.

She supposed tlhe sihok of lis fathiers
deith liad reacted on) il very senitivo
mitriie 'and that ii time ho would bc her
own bright boy ngai.

Thore vas silence for some noments
Preddy had ceased his Conversation
vhen his mother caine into the room,

MIt from any dislike te coîtinuiig it
when she was preént, but f'omi asense

which lie always felt now, that any
cheerul tailcing was incongruous whei
she was listen)ing.

MarIy Elmosdale w'as ivishirg shio
iight return te school again but sho
Iiiew it as not possible, foir she had
taken final loave of li mistriss and
young companiions beoire Christmas.
She was wondeig w bee bo mither
Wolild takoe hier, and if they should
really leave Elsdale in a few days.

'e(dy weas thinking l w pleased ho
wol bc te go back te college, und
hopg Harry would got aIl 'ight again
whien he wnas with the beys. Lady

nlirosdale ws nusing sadly upoin JEd-
ward's fiiture, and wishirg she had nado
home pleasanter te hun in past titmes-
wishing she liad talken some pains te
iva eim married ; aid thon she thouiglht
oe' El lie McCatithy, and wondered vould
it have been better i' ho had been

Umilowcc te tUke his own way in this
aihuir; but ier natural good scnse con-
vioced her, after a short iet iction, thiat
suc a marriage wold only have in
ceimised the miscries and Complications
o1 tle flimily. Hloweveir good the girl
iight have boon, she could nit have
had tho influence over hiîn that an
edmted lady might have posscssed.

Lady Elmsduis ud camine t the
door at tliis moment, aid broke the
reveries of the thre dreamers.

" A note, my Lady. It's Colonel Ev-
erard's servaint has brought it, and he
waits foi' n ai)sw "

It ms simply a request that if lady
Elinisdalc would be disengaged betwvoen
twelve and oe o'clock she would favor
Colonel Everard with a private inter-
view. He added a r'quest that sho
would not give horself the trouble te
write: lie lad scnt his own seivan t, and
I verbal message would be quite suf-
Slent.g

Lady Elm iIisdale knew tho man. Oh,
yes, lRose," she replied, afteii hastily
tdancinig at the contents of the note.
Tell Thoinas I can sec hais inaster any

lour lie nay find it convenicnt t call.
I shalhl nOtbave the house o-day

The Colonel arrived, with that ilit-
'y.pcision vhich he lovo to'ôratice

and to enforce, at the exact heur vhich
he ad naned. There was precision in
his mannoie. in hiords, in bis vo'y
habiliments suì lthis wàit the


