SRR

S

2

THE CHRISTIAN.

May, 1891.

for our rule; the Holy Spirit for our teacher and ‘I
guido to lead us iuto atl truth; and Christ alune, as
oxhibited in the Word, fur our salvation; that !y |
so doing we may bo at peace among ourselvos, |
follow peaco with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord,"

The union movemnent inaugarated by Stone and
others was, during this period, gaining friends and
adherenis overy day. ‘Their proposition was to
tako the Biblo as containing a faithful record of
God’s ravelation tomen with o childlike faith,
and, studying it with prayer, belicve its doctrine,
obey its commands, rest in and enjoy its promises,
and so become and be disciples of Christ—Chris-
tiaus,

Little by little immersion, as tho originul and
divinely authorized baptism became the general,
though not thoe exclusive, practice of these organ-
ized Christian cougrogations until, as to the ad-
ministration of this ordinanco, they were in
practical harmony with the teaching and usage of
the Baptist churches. The custom of the Baptists
in those days and in that part of the country of
requiring subscriptions to a humaniy constructed
statoment of doctrinal belief in order to church
and associational fellowship prevonted a full
identification with this excellent poople. ‘IT'he
creed question was the chief point of difference.

The Campbells and their independent unjun
ovangelical ohurch becamo members of a Baptist
Association, for Thomas and Alexander Campbell
and their frionds, without correspondenco or
acquaintanco with Stoneand his adhereuts, had
on the subject of baptism movedin the samo
direction and for the samo or similar reasuns,
‘Their union with the Red Stone Association of
Baptiats was but temporary, From its member-
ship they voluntarily withdrew. The cieed ques.
tion waa a cause of continual irritation,

Raving becomo acquainted with the union move-
ment in Kentucky, after much correcpondence,
principally with Mr. Stone, the Campbells found
that his and their purposes, fundamental principles
and methods were substantially the same, A formal
unjon was in due time covsummated. In 1827
"the movement, which hitherto had been more or

“less tontative and chaotic, assumed a distinct form,
sinco when the growth in numbers has been some-
thing quite remarkable. There are now more than
six thousand congregations, known only as charches
of Christ, embracing at the loweat estimate 800,000
communicants, ministered to in holy things by
probably 5,000 pastors and evangelists.

+ Thusoriginated, and this in a very general way
is the aim and method of the peoplo known gen-
erally in current specch aud literature as Disciples,
Disciples of Christ, and in maoy parts of the West
and South as simply Christinns. This account of
the genesis and general character of the Christian
people with whom I am especially identified seems
to me.to be necessary before telling the readers of
The Press why 1 am a Disciple.

I choose, then, to be especially identified with
the Disciples in church fellowship and ministerial
work becauss of their position on the subject of
Chriatian union,

I say especially identified, for 1 fesl quito at
kome with almost any company of evangelical
believers. But so iwportant is it that there
should bo & most intimate spiritual unity and
yisible union among Christians that I prefer to
have particular fellowship with & people who in
teaching and in conduct, who by word and deed,
givo emphaesis to this thought,

It would be difficult by any possible collocation
of words to exaggerate the importance, alike to
the Church and the world, of sucha unity and
union of believers aa that for which Jesus prayed
and ad cxiated in the early yoars of His Church,
lee Master prayed that all who wonld believe on

- Him through the words of Ris apostles might be

the world might beliove that the Father had sent

Him. As important, thereforo, as it is that the

world shall bo turned to God, so important is it
that the disciples of Christ shall bo united, fortke
two aro related as cause and effect.  Without unity
and union among those who believe in Jesus the
world will not recoive Him as a messenger from
God. This is the teaching of the Son of Man in
his prayer of iniercession written in the seven-
teonth chaptor of John’s testimony to the Ohrist.
Such a union as is here contemplated existed in
the beginning. We read in Acts of Apostles that
*‘the multitude of them that beliosed’ in Jorusalom,
the birthplaco of the Church of Christ, ‘‘were of
oue heart and soul;” and it was during this period
that daily additions wero made to the new born
Church, and that ¢‘a great company of priests were
obedient to the faith."” When discord began
to disturb the Church of God in the city of Corinth
its human founder besonght the ‘*‘brethren,
through the name of our Lord Jesus Chrst,” to
“all speuk the same thing,” */that there be no
divisions” among them, and that they be ‘‘perfected
togother in the same mind and in the same
judgment.” fe ussures them that their tendency
to divieion was an evidence, no! of spirituality, but
of carnality,. The sam¢ man had euch s
horror of divisicns amang the Lord’s children that
in his epistle ‘‘toall that are in Rume, beloved of
God, called 10 be eaints,” he wrote: ““[ beseech you,
brethren, mark them whichare causing the divisions

he continues, ““they that are auch serve not our

essay on Christaian union. It is called
Epistle of Paul the Apostle to ‘tho Ephesians.”
In it he exhorts ** the saints which are at Ephesus
and the faithful in Christ Jesus ™ ** to walk

with ull lowlinesz and meekness, with long suffes-

to keep the unity of the spirit inthe bonds of
peace.” When he was a prisoner in Rome Paul
wrote ‘* to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are
at Phillppi, with the Bislops and deacons,” to
**stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for
the faith of the Gorpel.” The Holy Spirit, in the
Now Testament, condemns diversions smong
Ohristian believers as exceedingly sinful,  Sects aro
catalogued in the Epistle to the Galatians, with the
works of the flesh. Schisma are placed by theside
of idolatry, witcheraft, murder, drunkenness and
adultery. The man of God closed his terrible
enumeration of the works of the fleah, of which
division is oLe, with the statement that they which
do such things shall not iuherit the kingdom of
God. Schism in tho Church of Christ is then a
dampable sin, Divisions among the disciples of
Jesus ought to be repsuted of and turned from as
any, &8 every, other sin ought to be repented of and
abandoned. An intense obhorronco of strife
discord, divisions, among the professed disciples of
the Groat Teacher, with an unquenchable desire
for such a nnity and union as would lead the world
to faith in Him as the Son of God, on the part of
a fow devout men in the Presbyterian Church in
the United States, in the first yoars of the present
century resulted, as has been above set forth, in
the large and rapidly iucreasing community of
redoemed men and Christian congregations known
as Disciples of Christ or Christians. Their orgac-
ized congregations are usually known in legal
documents and in letters of dismissal, introduction
snd commandation s3 Churches of Christ, without
prefix or afix. The proposition of the Disciples
from tho flirst, but never more honestly and
earnestly raade than in this year of grace 1891, is
to restoro the lost unity of believers, and so of the
Church of Christ, by a return in dootrine,

one, as He and His Father are one, and this that

ordinauce and life, to the roligin of the Man of

and occosions of stumbling, contrary to the deetrine:
which ye learned, and turn away from them, for,"

Lord Christ, but their own belly.” Paul wrote sn’
“The

worthily of the calling wherewith yeo were called

ing, forbearing une another inlove; giving diligence’

Nazare th as Ho gave it to tho world in person
and by His inapired apratlos, and aa it is dofinitely
outlined on the pages of the New Testament.
The Church of Christ at tho first was a visible
unit; it ought to bo & vimble unit now. The
original and only divivoly authorized platform of
unity is found in the teaching of Jesusand those
whom he called, quahfiied for their work, and sont
to the nations with the command to preach Hia
gospel to tho whole creation, Tho creed of the
people composing the Christain communities named
and desoribed in the Nouw Testament, commnnities,
composed of menand woen in the way of salvation;
and under the direct pastoral supervision of idpired
meon, was a simplo bulief in the heart that Josus.of
Nazareth is the Christ the Son of the living God.
On this fundamental truth of the Christian religions
our Lord said that Ho would build His Churah,
and tho gates of Hades would not prevail against'it.
When noread in tho carliest authentic history of
the Chwich of Christ that ‘‘the multitudeof them
that hulieved wereof one hoart and soul,”their
creed, their beliof, was this briof, siraplo, but far
reachiug and transcendently sublime proposition.
In ourattempts to solve the problem of Christian
union to-day there is no necessity to formulate a
creed. This has been done for the ages by Him
who is the Head of the Body—the Church., This
creed i8 personal; not doctrinal. *‘I know Him
whom 1 huve belioved"—not what I havo believed—
is & declaration of the chiefest apostle of the Christ.
On this, the original Apostles’ fireed, Christians
can unite; they never will, they nover can bocome
one, as the Father and Sun are one, on ady other
oreed busis. But this conteation is, so fat'ad T
know, peculier tu the Disciplos.
(To be continuied.)

HBews of the Chneches,

ST, JOBN,

Bro. Copp and family left April 20th for Spring-
field, Dlo., by way of Buston and New Yourk, A
large number of the brethren and sisters were at
the atcamer to wish them good-bye.

Last Lord’s day (April 19) one united with ‘ihe
church and was given the right hand of fellowship
by Bre, Capp.

Lord's day (May 3td) Bro. Henry W. Stowirt, of
Butler, Ky., is expectéed to preach for us. Ho is
en-route to his home on P, E. Island,

The brethren weroe greatly satisfied with the work
of Bro. H. Muiray who was with us during Bré,
Capp's absouce, Bro. M. did agrand work for us
at our quarterly.

Bro. Cooke is still lat.oriny at Vatceboro. We
have not heard any particulars of his work, but we
learn the people are intereated and much good will
result from his Jabors.

MILTON.

Bro. Murray reports two cunfessions.
brothien are holding a serics of meetings.

The

LUBEC, ME.

Bro, Minnick writes: * That the work in tie
Lubeo churches is in a very prosperous conditiun,
seventy-four have been added since his roturn from
Vitgnia.” A new church building is also talked
of, and no doudt will be built in the near future,
These ge.od brethren and sisters have made: great
sacrifices for the cause, and God is now’ blessis
their efforts, '

WESTPORT,

On the evening of the 16.h of Marct: our houso
wus taken in charge by a number of the brethven
and sistors for the purpose of carrying into- effest
their own desires, We did not say a~word L .butiet

them mannge the business. An enjoyable time



