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Pharmacy in England.

The Preliminary Examination Altered- -Death of

r. A. H. Muson--Colored Podophyllin- Gel-

loldin—A New Asgptlc Syringe--Buttermilk
Soap--British-made Camoras,

(By Our Own Cortespondent.)

1t has been authotitatively announced
that the council of the Pharmaceutical
Society have at length decided to alter
the requirements of the preliminary or
first exanination.  For over twenty years,
in spite of the progress of general educa-
tion and the increase of subjects in the
qualifying examination, the preliminary
has 1emained unaltered. It is true that
in consequence of the representations of
the counal the College of Preceptors,
who conduct the examination, have raised
the number of marks required for a pass,
but the subjects have still remained the
same in spite of repeated remonstranies
on the part of those who believe that
progress in pharmacy is synunymous with
increased education. 1t is idic to attempt
to defend the policy of nasterly inactivity
that at last appears about to be altered.
During these vears the medical, legal,
and veterinary professions have vastly in-
creased] the scope and stringency of their
prelmminary exanunations, which in most
cases approximate closely to the matricu-
Jation of the London University. Nothing
has been defimtelv settled regarding the
new pharmaceutical prehminary, but 1
have excellent reasons for stating that the
council favor the scheme of abolition of
the examination per se, and accepting the
certificates of such bodies as the Oxtord
and Cambridge local examinations, cte.,
provided that Laun, mathematics, and
one madern foreign  language are  in-
cluded amongst the subjects for which
the certificate has been granted in addi-
tion to the ordinary school subjects,

‘T'he sudden death of Mr. Al H. Mason,
whose name was familiar to pharmacists
in LEnglwd, Canada, and the United
States, came as a shock to his many
friends.  Although not a pharmacist, Mr.
Mason was closely identified with numer-
ous pharmacentical mstitutions, and his
senal nawtere endeared b te all whe
met him, To a quet manner he added
a large amount of energy and busmess
acumen, but it is doubtful if he was 1eally
suong enough for the high-pressure work
required in New York, He was a con-
stant visitor, when i England, to the
meetings of the Braish Phanuacentical
Conference, and was a member of the
Iharmacy Club, and on his leaving for
New York, only two years ago, hereceived
a very enthusiastic ovation from  his
friends.

Lately poedophyliin has occurred on
the market of a yellowish.green color, in.
stead of the yclowish-brown arlicle o
which we were accustomed.  As it
brighter appearance was rather more at-
tractive little attention was hestowed upon
it, especially since the statement has been
circulated that it was due to preapitating
the resin in the presence of alum, and

that 1t was just as pure. . But B. Merck
has recently sent a circular round to the
wholesale tiade warning them against the
greenish-yellow podophylling and plainly
stating that the color is obtained cither
by foreign substances, or ttem the resin
being obtained from other thizomes than
podophyllin pellatum.  The latter ex-
planation is, 1 believe, in most cases the
true ong, and the root that has heen used
is probably the Indian  podophyllin
emodi.  On the authority of Professor
Dunstan, the resin obtained from this
root does not differ from that obtained
fron: the American drug, whilst the yield
1s larger. 1t is quite possible, therefore,
that in the new B.P. this source of podo-
phyilin will be recognized, and indeed it
1s not actually forbrdden now, as when
preperly prepated it answers the B,
tests.  Care should be aken, however, to
examine highly-colored samples of podo-
phyllin, as Merek suggests, to ensure that
they are perfecily soluble, 1 in 10 of
alcohol and about 1 in 100 of ammonia.
Celloidin is the name given to Schering’s
Patent P'vroxyhin that has several advanta.
ges over ordinary  pyroxvlin, especially
for photography. 1t occurs as a homy
substance, not unlike gelatine in appear-
ance, and dissolves in a mixture of abso.
Tute alcohol and ether, always presenting
a uniform, clear, neutral collodion, that
may be wdized without change of colur,
or without filtering. It s not explosive
or dangerous, and burns, when ignited,
only like paper.  The solution of a
strength about one or 1wo per cent. s
chiefly used in photography, but microsco.
pists employ an cight per cent. solution
for coating speeimens thar are afterwards
10 be cut on a freezing microtome. It
may be of interest to record here that
picrate of ammonium is not half so ex-
plosive as it is geonerally assumed.  Quite
recently, to test the matter, 1 bave igmited
it, boiled it, and ground it in a monar
without the shghtest sign of explosion,
1t hurns with a brighy, smoky flame, not
unlike picric actd, is much more soluble
in hot water than cold ; indeed. it is im-
possibie to make 2 solution in the cold
stronger than + - or two g cent
Chennsts whe are asked about aseptac
syringes, in those days of serum injec-
tions. should bear in mind the advantages
of Luer’s patent aseptic synnge. 1t is
made entirely  of crystal, both eyimder
and piston 10d, and there are no packings
of piston to wt foul.  Stenhzaton is
casily effected, cither by rinsing with
absolute alcohol. or by dry heat up to
123 (¢, The <yringes are supphied by
Messrs, Jo Gray & Son, of the Truss
Works, Shettichl, England, and vary in
size from one rubic centnuetie up to
seven ¢ ¢s, in capacity, cach syringe be-
ing supplied with 1wo steel needles in a
velvetdined leather case, or metal aseptic
case, from §$3 1o $8, accordny to size~—
platinum needics, that are wecommended
by some medical men, as they can easily
he quickly sterilized by passing them
through the flame of a spirit lamp,

Buttermilk soap is the latest craze in
toifet soap, and is being boomed for all
it is worth. It probably holds its fashion
able position to the tale that Mrs. Lang.
try, or some other beautiful woman, at-
tnbutes her fair complexion to the virtues
of a mitk bath.  Most people would find
this rather an expensive luxury, so the
soap-boiler steps in and practically says,
why spend money on milk for the com-
plexion when a cake of buttermitk soap
will do as well? Since the introduction
of Vinolia soap there has been a steadily
increasing demand for superfalted soaps.
and chemists who have good connections
havefound it profitable to introduce their
own brand. Nearly all the principal soap-
makers have one or more varieties of
superfatted  and milled  soaps, and, al-
though these are not cheap, they are far
superior to the ordmary products of the
dry goods stores.  During  the winter
months many chemists in London push
the sale ofa cold-cream soap as specially
suitable for the period of chaps and chil-
bliins.  One word betore dismissing this
subject : Do not sparc any trouble or
reasonable expense in obwaining  good
tabels and  pretty boaes.  The sale is
half effected if the general get-up is satis-
factory, and nowadays the public is very
exacting on this score.  ‘'he purest soap
on carth would not scll half so well as
plam curd soap, if it were wrapped in
plun paper in a common box. One of
he neatest boxes that 1 have seen, and
yet presenting a thoroughly good appear-
ance, is covered with very dark green
glazed paper, with a narrow gold edge,
and the name of the soap and chenust
stamped on the Jid in fancy block type.
The effect is alimost that of a leather box,
whilst a pleasing comrast is 1o have the
box lined 2 delicate salmon pink color.
Violet powder looks well in a similar
colored box, only the edge and lattering
should be aluminium,

The reduction in tarifl is causing some
of our manufacturers to turn their atten-
tion again to Canada, particularly as there
is some prospect of the United States
raising theirs again.  The photographic
buom has been followed by the cycle
boom, and now the moter caris having
its turn; still the amateur photographer
is well worth looking after, and Bratish-
made cameras and  accessories  stand
deservedly high o the estimation of all
devotees to the fascinating art.

London, Nov. 27, 1896,

Recent Patents.

Amongst the patenmts recently granted
to Canadian inventars, the following are
of hiterest to our readers :

W. N. Peay, improvements in hquid
disinfecung distributors ; A. K. Lydia,
composition for icmoving false  mem-
brane in diphtheria and croup; A. Pine,
yellow ointment : D. B, March, apparatus
for examining the heart and lungs, ctc,



