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Pharmacy in England.

The Pretlimnary Exnnination Altered- Death of
Mr. A. H. Mason.-Colored Podophîyltlit- Cet-loiditn-A New Asoîtle Syringe-Buitteritlk
Soap- .British-imade Catneras.

(Ily Our Ow0c.e1à de.

h lias leen] alithoritatively annitountced
that the council of the lharmaceutical
Society have at length decided to alter
the requireietls of tlh- prelimintary or
first exaiiînation. For over twentv vears,
in spite of the progress of gencral eduîca.
lion and the ilcrease of subjects in the
qualifying examinaion, the prelinilary
lias icimained tinaltered. Il is true that
in contscqteiice of the representatons of
the coincil the College of Preceptors,
wvhto conduct the examintion. have raised
the imiuniber of imarks reqired for a pass,
but the subjects have stilh renained Ithe
sime iii spite of repeated remonstrantes
on the part of those wh1o believe tait
protgress in pharmtsacy is syioniymttotus wvith
iicreased education. It is idle to attempt
to defend thte policy of nasterly intactivity
ttat at last appears about to lie altcred.
)uring these vears the mledical, legal,

and veteriiary professions have vastly in-
creaseil lie scope and stringency of their
prelhiiniiary exammations, whticlh in most
cases approximlîate closely to the matricu.
lation of the London Umîîversitv. Nothing
lias been dlefiiteihl settled regardiig thie
iew parmaeutical prehnuniary, but i
have excellent reasonts for stating that the
cotincil favor the schtemse of abolition of
hie examttioalnîut per sc, and accepilg the
certificates of such bodies as the Oxford
and Caimbridge local examsiations, etc.,
provided hiat Lain, malthematics, antd
one imodern foreigni languag are in-
cluiei amongst the subljects for whîicl
the certificate lias beien graited in addi-
tion to the ordinîary school suibjects.

The sulddeni deaith of .\ r. .1. \LMasmn,

wiose naite was famtihuar to pharmacists
in Eiglansd, Canada, and the United
St3tes. came as a shock to hi.- mayi
friends. Aitlthoigh not a plarmstacist, Mr.

%ason was closely ideitificd witli umtîtier.
ons pharmiact-tiiical mstittiont, aind ls
.ýemiial nature ei<. at d hn ti .aillwh
met Iims. To a qiet mutannîter hie added
a large aimouit of enerzgy and business
acutmîen, but it is doltîful if lie was really
'îsuong enioughi for the lighipressulre wvork
required ins New ork. He w.ts a ncon-
san visitor, wiens i Eigland, to lite
mtecting% of tIe ritisi P5harmiiaueii.ical
Coinfereice, anîd vas a imteimulber of the
Ilharmacy Club, and ou his leavintg for
New Vork, oily two years ago, lie received
a very eiltusiastiî ovailoi from his
friends.

I.atcly pocdoplylnli lias occurred ont
lte market of a yellowisi-greeni color, in-
stead (if the yellowishî-brownî article :o
which we wee accustomued. As its
brighter appearaice w'as ratlier more a-.
tractive tlitle atteition wsas bestowed upon
it, especiallv siice ite statientt lias been
circtulated tiiat i was due to precipitating
lte resin in the presenîce of hims, and

tat il was just as pure, . Blut E. Merck
lias recenîtly sent a circular round to the
wholesale tiade warning then against the
greenisI-yellow podophyllin, anîd plainly
statinig that the color is obtainled either
by foreigl substances, or naim the resin
being obtainied from other ihi.ome3 than
)odIoIlIlin pelat .hlatti. Thu ller ex-
planation is, 1 believe, in muost cases the
true ont, and the root that lias been uised
is probably the Indiaii podophyllin
enodi. On the auithority of Professor
Dunlstan, the resin obtainîed fron this
root does not differ fron that obtained
fron, the Amnerican drug, whilst the yield
is larger. It is quite possible, therefore,
that li the new 1.P. titis source of podo,
phyllin will be recogni7zed, and indeed il
is nlot actually forbidden now, as wien)
pîroperly pre)ailed i answers the B.P.
tests. Care should be taken, lowever, to
examnel higllly.colored samples of podo-
phyllin, as Merck siggests, to ensure that
tIey are perfectly soluble, i ii go 0
alcoliol and about i in ioo of aminonia.

Celloidin is the namue given to Schering's
'aient Pvroxvlhnî that as sercral advanta.

ges over ordinary py'roxvlin, especially
for plihotograiphy. Il occurs as a horny
substance, niot unîlike gelatine in appear-
anice, and dissolves in a mixture of abso.
lute alcolhol and etiher, always prescntinîg
a uiformîî, clear. nettral collodiont, tait
imay be iodr/ed witiout change of < olr,
or witlouit filtermsig. It is not explosive
or dangerous. aid burnq, whîen ignited,
only like paper. 'l'le solution of a
streigth about onie or tiwo per cent. is
chiefliy sed in pliotography, but iniicrosco.
pists employ an eigit ier ceit. solution
for coating speCImens thai are afterwards
to be ct on a freezin, gnicrotome. It
may lbe of interest to record here tiat
picrate of ammomu is flot lialf so cx-
plosive as it is generally assumed. Quite
recently, to test the matter, I have rgnîed
it, boiled it, aid ground it in a iortiar
without the shgh.,1test sign of explosion.
It burns isîth a briglit, smoky flane, inot
uiilike picric acil, is imucl more solub>le
in liot Water tha, Cold : indecd. it is im-

ossilhie to make a solution inI the cold
str 1ner than • r two> p r e *nt

('hemists wlto are asked about asepItil
svinsges. in "e days of scrumi injee-
t;onîs. should ben in miiid the advantages
of i.uers paltiiu aseptic syrmge. It is
imlade ertirely .f crystal, both vimder
and piston îod,.md tliere aie io packings
of piston to Io foui. Sterlhzatonî is
easily effccted. either hy rinmalg witlh
absolute alcohl. or by dry lcat up to
1:;0 C. Thie yrinîges are supplhed by
Messrs. J. Gray & Soi. of the Trtss
Woî ks, Sietitl, England, and vary il
,ie.C fromis Onle , ubic ceiiuniietre up to
seven c es. in CapaCity, eaci syringe ble-
inig supphed w%ith itwo steel needies in a
velvet-liied leathter casc, or mnetal aseptic
case, froi $3 to $S, accordiig to size-
plaîtinum needlies that are icecommunenided
by soie mliedical miei, as they can% easily
be quickly sterilized by passing iliem
ilthougli the flamne of a spirit lam1îp.

Iluttermilk soap is the latest craze in
toilet soap, and is being boomed for ail
it is worth. It prohably holds its fasiionî
able position to the tale tihat M\rs. Lang.
try, or some other beautiful womsan, ai.
tributes lier fair complexion to the virtues
of a imii!k hatil. Most people would find
this rather an Cxjsexesive luxury, so the
soap.boiler steps in and practically says,
why spend moicy on mîîilk for the com-
plexion wlen a cake of buttermilk soap
will do as well? Siice the introduction
of Viiolia soap there lias been a steadily
increasintg demand for superfaited soaps.
and chemists whio have good connections
have fouid it profitable Io ilitroduce thteir
own brand. Nearly aIl the principal soap-
nakers have one or more varieties of
superfatted and milled soaps, and, ai-
thtough these arc not clieap, tliey are far
superior ti the ordmnary products of the
dry goods stores. Duriig the wvinter
tuontls many celieiists in London push
the sale ofa Cold.crcamîî soap> as specially

suitable for the period of chaps and chil-
bhIins. One word beUfIoe disissing titis
subject : Do not spare aiy trouble or
reasonsable expeuise in obtaining good
labels and pretty boxes. 'lle sale is
iaif effected if the genîeral get-up is satis-
factory, and sowadays tlie public is very
exaclting on thtis score. The purest soap
on earth would îlot sui lialf so well as
plamn curd soap, if it were wrapped in
plain paper in) a comtson box. One of
the neatest boxes tiha I havec seen, and

yet prescntitng a thoroughly good appear-
ance, is covered with very dark grecs
glazed paper, witi a narrow gold edge,
aind the naie of the soapi and cheiîîst
stamped on the lid in fancy block type.
The effect is alnost thtat of a leather box,
whilst a pleasing contrast is to have the
box lised a delicate salint pink color.
Violet pow.der looks well in a similar
colored box, oily the edge aid letterjit
should be alumiiiumiiiii.

Tle leduction in tariff is casing sote
of our mianuîfacturers to turn thteir atten-
tion agaii to Canada, particilarly as there
is somise prospect of the United States
raising theirs again. The plhotographic
lbmiî hIas lieen followed by the cycle
booui, aid now thIe mîlotor car is havimig
its turn ; still the amateur photograplier
is well worth looking after, and Brutish-
made camseras and accessories stanid
deservedly lili il the estimation of aIl
devotees to the fascinatinîg art.

London, Nov. 27, 1896.

Recent Patents.

Amlîongst the patents recenîtly granîted
to Caiadian inveuitors, the following are
of intierest to our readers :

V. N. I'eay, imîprovemnîîtts in lquid
disiifecisig distributors ; A. K. Lydia,
composition for iemtoving failse mîemt-
brane in dipltheria aind croup; A. Pine,
yellow olnîintem 1). B. March, apparatus
for examiniig the lcart and lungs, ctc.


