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NORTHWEST OBBERVATIONS.

OPINIONS OF AN ONTARIO MILLER.

A MONTH ago when we hinted that the crops in
Manitoba and its neighl Dakota and Minne-
sota, were undoubtedly short, muny pointed to the
immense deliveries which we are free to confess seemed
like a refutation of the statements made. But sub-
sequent events have more than proved the truth of our
diagnosis and there is now no doubt but there will be
quite a lot of “hustling” to get wheat during the early
months of the incoming year. ‘The reports of one of our
most prominent banks, which does business throughout
Manitoba, go to show that instead of being below we
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courage to expressth Ily on this q

it is next to impossible this season to get anything like
a pure sample of any variety of wheat in all Manitoba,
if we except White Fyfe; and much that is sold as Red
Fyfe has only enough of that valuable class in it to show
that at some time more or less remote a little had got
mixed into the seed sown. The writer was shown
a sample of as nearly prize Red-fern usthe grower could
produce representing in the neighborhood of 10,000
bushels which he marketed last year, and the skilled (2)
buyer and the more skilful inspector both declared it to
be No. t hard,  Now it might be said the writer and not
the inspector was wrony if we had not the grower and
his seed behind us, but in this case there was not the
tightest doubt as the writer himself visited the farmand

were rather above the mark, and its ger decl
the wheat crop will not average twelve bushels to the
acre. This is indeed a tremendous descent fiom the
marvellous predictions of certain gentlemen who rarely
see a field of wheat, although we are bound to admit
that they know one when they see it. 1t would be quite
interesting to know if the *“recouping” policy of thesc
wentlemen had anything to do with their reports.
X X X X

Some one wants to know: “Will a small mill pay in
Manitoba?”  Well, they should pay, but they do not,
and it was not until after a good deal of patient enquiry
and putting of things together that your correspondent
was enabled to get at the reason. The wills are well
paid for gristing, for they charge fifteen cents per bushel
for grinding, and I am told give from thirty-four to
thirty-five pounds of flour, but the trouble is that there
is not enough of it to do, as 300 burrels per day will
supply every soul in Manitoba and the Northwest Ter-
ritories with flour and leaves a little surplus for export;
and there are very few places where the population is so
dense that they would keep a twenty-five barrel mill
going for a considerable portion of the year if limited to
the local trade.  The attempts at exporting flour by the
small mills have, as a rule, proved utter failures, as they
have not hitherto ded in peting against the
large one with anything like success. Flour is very
high in price to the consumer for the same or an inferior
article which is sold in the outlying towns of Manitoba
for $6 per barrel, is sold in Toronto—92c. freight—at $4
wholesale.

X X X %

Not by any means the least interesting thing to be
seen in Manitoba this season were the large areas of
White Fyfe wheat. It was not without considerable
doubt as to the result that a determination was aimed at
to watch the One peculiarity of this wheat
seems to beits derful faculty for keeping itself pure,
and of all the samples examined, and they were not few,
there was very much less of admixture than in any other
variety. The milling results, as near as we could get
them, were still more favorably disappointing for we
have indeed been surprised at the glutinous qualities
which good milling has revealed in this wheat. This is

th iderabl fession for one prejudiced in

¥ v ac ¢

favor of Red Fyfe to make and while we would not for
a minute say anything that would look like going back
an our opinions common honesty impels us to say what
we find on this subject. In very bold contrast to the
comparative success of this almost new variety (in
Manitoba) is the utter failure, both in yield and milling
qualities, of the Ladoga wheat. At many of the points
visited the f; hesitatingly p d this var-
iety a failure and many said things so unkind about
those who introduced it that this journal would not like
to publish them. Another variety has recently been
introduced by some prising genius. Itis a hybrid,
and is so named, but as near as we could guess was a
cross between the Ontario grown Colorado and Ladoga.
At any rate it scemed to have inherited all the had
qualities of both.

X X X X

There is no one thing which bids {air to be more dis-
astrous to the future of the grain trade in Manitoba than
the practice of mixiny the seed, whether by design orby
carelessness.  That this evil has grownto such an extent
as to merit outspoken treatment at the hands of those
interested in that country is, or ought to be, conceded by
all, and it ix to the everlasting credit of the farmer mem-
bers of the Board of Standard fixers that they had the

saw the grain on the field. The main cause of the
trouble is that as a rule the farmers do not know, or do
not care to find out, whether theirseed is pure or not, and
in some cases they deliver for Fyfe wheat what they
know to be a mixture of all kinds, The local buyers as
a rule are as ignorant and as careless on this point as
they can be, and the grain goes to the eastern or Euro-
pean markets and then comes a row. ‘The buyers on
the world’s market do not care where the grain comes
from so that it is of a certain quality, but they know
their business and know it thoroughly, and moreover
there is no means of forcing them to buy inferior grades
at all, much less compelling them to pay the highest
price for a vety moderate product.  This beiny the case
it is not to be wondered at that the good name which
Manitoba forinerly had has gradually sunk until, thanks
1o the efforts of an i d few who d totrade
on the old representation and the contributory neglig-
ence of the farmers it has now little or no reputation to
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BY THE WAY,

~'l"0 pay for an article or service only to discover, at the
time agreed, that “the goods,” to use a store phiase,
“can not be delivered,” is one of the disappointments of
life that few persons take kindly to.  This is about the
way, however, with marine insurance, as millers and
grain men have, not unfrequently, discovered to their
sorrow and loss, A cargo of flour or wheat is loaded for
export, and that no unnecessary risks may be taken, the
shipmient is insured, the premium paid, the policy
received and fyled away, Ve miller sleeps casy though
his argosies are abroad,  An accident oceurs, as acdi-
dents will occur with those who go down indeep waters,
and the goods msured e lost or seriously damaged.
A fresh experience is then obtained, for it is learned that
the insurance policy and the bill of lading have been so
framed that the exceptions in these documents have
become the rule and the loop holes are so many that it
is a strange thing if the vessel owner experiences any
difficulty in crawling out into dry land, leaving the poor
victim, who holds the paid-for-policy, which was to pro-
tect his shipment from loss, down in the depths of a
very unpleasant experience.
o o*

For years business men on both sudes of the Atlantic
have been fighting this injustice, and the matter came
up for discussion at the sessions of the Congress of the
Chamber of Commerce, at London, Eng.. in June last,
1t now begins to look, as a result of these years of agit-
ation, as though some success would be achicved, A
new bill of lading has been adopted by British mer-
chants which in a large measure protects the shipper
against the abuses of the old bill of lading, which has

lose. Itisp not known g tly that the fc

buyers will not now acceptasa g | rule the gradi

been so d d, as every fresh eaperience had been
brained by vessel owners, so s to leave practically no

of Manitoba wheat and that the larger deal:rs there
must have “Fyfe samples” That the farmers of Mani-
toba and the Northwest Territories cannot grow Red
Fyfe is false, as has been proven by the past, and it will
be-a great misfortune if the opinion of alot of “afternoon
farmers” shall prevail. OUSERVER.

HANDLING GRAIN.
THE following letter has been received by the Mont-
real Corn Exchange from Mr. George Olds, traffic
manager of the C.P.R,, concerning the handling of
grain for export:

“The question of grading Canadian grin intended for ex-
portation via New Vork and Hoston having appacently been
satisfactorily settled at the meeting held in New York, and the
practical closing of navigztion being ncar at hand, it scems ne-
cessaty for us 10 announce to the trade what arrangements it is
proposed to make for the forwarding and handling of grain.
As you are aware, three grades of Manitoba wheat has been
agreed upon as the number of grades which the New Yotk ter.
minal lines will take care of, and Boston no doubt will take
care of a like number of grades of this grain.  So far as Man-
itoha wheat is concerned, for the present all that which may be
intended for export via New Vork will pass from our line via
Prescott, Ont.  That for export via Roston will necessarily pass
in the vicinity of Montecal, but as the inspection of Manitol

protection to the shipper.  Vessel owneis, it is true, are
refusing to accept the new hill of lading, or when doing
so, they exact a higher rate of freight, But this is
difficulty that is regulated to some eatent by the law of
supply and demand, and if esporters take a firm stand
in the matter the time will come when they will receive
a share of justice.
. * %

Redress need not be sought alone in the new bill of
lading. A new mariae insurance policy has been pre-
pared by the well-known English Lloyd's which largely
of itself, and especially when taken in conjunction with
the new bill of lading, very fully covers the omissions of
the usual marine insurance pohiey.  \We give here some
of the main clauses of Lloyd's policy and if readers will
carcfully compire it with marine policies in their pos-
session they will readily appreciate its strong points: —

“This policy to pay alllaime whatweser arising fran all canses if amounts
Wt 10 $78(y L18) on each decdaration.  bne fudin 1 s whaisoever
from time of feaving mills in the interiyr of Nuenca perany comeyatice
by land or by water, until <afuly delivered ut warel of the tonuznees,

Including all risks from warehouses or nimfuctors mlad and wlale
waiting shipment on docks amd warchousz and on iy o

Including all rick of eraft to atid from e vessel or vessels, Interest in

each craft of lighter to be deemed a scputate inwr,

wheat is 10 be made at Winnipeg, and as inspectors’ certificates
are 10 accompany cach consignment, it will not be necussary for
the inspection of grain at the frontier to interfere in any way
with this grain.  With dto grain from points in Ontario,
that which may leave out line at Prescott for New York can be
jnspected at Vrescott, where an inspector should be located.
That for export via Hoston will be accumulated into train loads
at our Outremont yards here, and that is the place where the
inspector would be located. Armangements will no doult be
made for the y co dation of the insp at Out.
remont yard. The question which sccms to femain now for
your jon is the appoil a comy insy to
take care of the interests of the grain shippers. We shall ne-
cessatily have to tefuse to forward grain to the romm{ New
Yotk or Hoston until it has been i d, and i i

the 1 and co n bill of Tada

Clause, and all cther tisks until delivered to the v

Tue luding all risk< of trandipment from any of 1!
destination to the finad tanding p and, a1

R of godown,
mxlgch:ndiw i(l inl’e‘!}dc«’l' tohe l\t-m-.l or d'v.-!i“lru\. AU} )
policy to attach while the goodeare on the whard previotis ta their Being

ipped to their fina) landing place ! e

e of onthe whale. o evont of
At premsinm to b hereafior

Arran

Juis hmb% agreed that the aswred Gatl not be pecjudiced by the ansers
tion in the Wil of Iading of the following clatses: Tie wtof Cond, purds of
the sea, fire, batratry of the master and crew , oiven: piratecand thieves,
arrcets and redrainte of princes, rulers and peap! Tha ns, wirw ding
and other accidents of navigation eveepred, esen dotied by negr
Tigence, default or crror in judgment of thie pnlot, e s ot wther
servants of the shiprwnere,

Ship not answerable for losces through explowen, burtns of fenlers,
hreak of <hafts, or any latent defect 1 machinery or liall not rewtting

will be given to our several 1 freight agents to prohibit
the forkarling of gin o oo o Sew York imernted for
export unless it is conﬁfmd to the care of some one at either
of those ports who will have the authority, if necessary, to
order the disposal of the grain in case terminal line agents
should from any cause be unable to bulk any particular consign.
ment. 1 think this precaution is nccessary, and as much in the
interests of the owner of the grain as of the railway companics.
1 wish g::d call particular attention to the danget of shippers of

in i ments of grain simply to the order of some
8‘.‘.«1;.“ Imdn‘ mivmuﬂ h'a::‘x!‘ngno v ness location at the
posts of export, _ This feature cavsed great confusion last year,

and largely resulted in all the loss and detention to our cars
which occurred.”

Owing 10 the new regulations brought in force by the United States
trunk eailway lines, all grain for cxport must be inpected cither at point of
ahipment or at the frontier.  Any xeain that fails 1o grade No. 7 or hetter
will be sopped and sent hack to the nearest Canadian puint, wheze it will
e wtored for account of the owner.

from want of due diligence by the owner<of the \hip, e any of than, or by
the ship's husland or manager.
“ e e 0
The question may be asked: Do not business men
know the conditions of a policy before they agree to
place insurance under it?  \Well, know many do not.
‘They are insuring for protection, or insurance would be
no use, and they take it for granted that an insurance
policy is an insurance policy.  Only when a loss occurs
do they learn its true meaning. “T'wo or three tases of
the kind tiave come under our notice during the present
year where well-known 13 of the D Mitl.
ers’ Association were the losers.  \We will, likely, in a
future number of the MILLER, give some particulars of
these and will be glad t0 hear from others who hase hid
their experience of marinc insurance.




