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NORTMWEST OB8ERVfTIONS.

otINiNs O AN 0 nTAatot Msita.Et.

A MONTII ago when we hinted that the crops in
Manitoba and its neighbors, Dakota and Minne.

sota, were indoubtedly short, many pointed ta the
immense deliveries which we are free ta confess seemed
like a refutation of the statements made. But sub.
sequent events liave more than proved the truth of our
diagnosis and there is now no doubt but there will be
quite a lot of "hustling" ta gel wheat during the early
tmonths of the incoming year. The reports of one of our
mîost prominent banks, which does business throughout
Manitoba, go ta show that instead of being below we
were rather above the mark, and ils manager declares
the wheat crop will not average twelve bushels ta the
acre. Tliis is indeed a tremendous descent fion the
mnarvellous predictions of certain gentlemten alîo rarely
see a field of wheat, although we are boundi ta admit
that they know one when they see it. lt ouild be quite
interesting ta knnw if the "recouping" policy of these
gentlemen hadt anything ta do with their reports.

X X X X
Sosie one wants ta know: "Will a small mili pay in

Manitoba?" Weil, they should pay, but they do not,
and it was nus until after a good deal of patient enquiry
and putting of things together that your correspondent
was enabled ta gel at the reason. The mills are well

paid for gristing, for they charge fifteen cents per bushel
for grinding, and I amî tolai give froin thirty.four to
thirty.five pounds of flour, but the trouble is that there
is not enough of it ta do, as oo barrels per day will

supply every soul in Manitoba and the Northwest Ter.
ritories with flour and leaves a little surplus for export
and there are very few places where the population is so
dense tbat they would keep a twenty-five barret mill
going for a considerable portion of the year it limitead ta
the local traie. The attempts at exporting flour by the
siali mills have, as a rule, provei utter failures, as they
hase not hitherto succeeded in competmug against the
large one with anything like success. Flour is very
high in price ta the consumer for the same or an infetior
article which is sold in the outlying towns of Manitoba
for $6 per barrel, is sold in Tononto-92c. freight-at $4
whilesale. X X X X

Not by any means the least interesting thing ta be
seen in 'Manitoba this season were the large areas of
White Fyfe aiheat. Il was not without considerable
doubt as ta the result that a determination s'as aimed at
to watch the outcone. One peculiarity of this wheat
seems ta bc its wonderfuil faculty for keeping itseIf pure,
and of all the samples examined, and they were not few,
there was very much less of admixture than in any other
variety. The milling results, as near as we could get
themu, were still more favorably disappointing for we
have indeed beeta surprised at the glutinous qualities
which good milling bas revealed in this wheat. This is
perhaps a considerable confession for one prejudiced in
favor of Red Fyfe ta make and while we would not for
a minute say anything that would look like going back
on our opinions common honesty impels us to say what
we aind on tiis subject. In very bold contrast ta the
comparative success of this almost new variety (in
Manitoba) is the utter failure, both in yield and milling
qualities, of the Ladoga wheat. At many ai the points
visited the (armers unhesitatingly pronounced this var-
iety a failure and many said things sa unkind about
those wo introduced il that this journal would not like
ta publish them. Another variety has recently been
introduced by sane enterprising genius. I is a hybrid ,
and is so named, but as near as we could guess was a
cross between the Ontario grown Colorado and Ladoga.
At any rate it sa.med to have inherited all the had
qualities of both.

X X X X
There is n one thing which bids f(ir ta be more dis-

astrous ta the future of the grain trade in Manitoba than
the practice of mixing the sced, whether by design or by
carelessness. That this esvil has grown to such an extent
as t menrit outspoken treatment at the Sands of thoise
interested in that country is, or ought to be, conceded by
al, and it is to the everlasting credit of the fanmer mem.
bers of the Board of Standard fixers that they had the

courage to express themnselves miîanifully on this question.
It is next to impossible this season to get anything like
a pure sample of any variety of wheat in ail Manitoba,
if we except White Fyfe; and much that is sold as Red
Fyfe bas only enouigh of that vaitable class in it ta show
that at some time more or less remote a little bad got
nixed into the seed sown. The writer was shown
a sample of as nearly prize Red.fern as the grower coulk
produce representing in the neighborhood of toooo
bushels which lie marketed last year, and the skilled (?)
buyer and the more skilful inspector both declared il ta
be No. t hard. Now it might be said the writer and not
the inspector was wrong if we had not tise grower and
his seed behind os, but in this case there was not the
slightest doubt as the writer bimaself visiteci the farm and
saw tise grain on the field. The main cause of the
trouble is that as a rule the farmers do niot know, or do
not care to find out, whether their seed is pure or not, and
in soie cases they deliver for Fyfe wheat what they
know to be a mixture of ail kinds. The local buyers as
a rule are as ignorant and as careless on this point as
they can be, and the grain goes to the eastern or Euro.
pean markets and then cornes a row. The buyers on
the world's market do not care where the grain cones
from so that it is of a certain quality, but they know
their business and know it thoroughly, and moreover
there is no means of forcing them ta buy inferior grades
at ail, much less compelling them to pay the highest
price for a vety moderate product. This being the case
it is not to be wondered at that the good naine which
Manitoba fonnerly bad bas gradually sunk until, thanks
to the effetits of an interested few who attempted totrade
on the aid representation and the contributory neglig-
ence of the farmers it bas now little or no reputation ta
lose. It is perhaps not known generally that the foreign
buyers will not now accept as a general rule the grading
of Manitoba wheat and that the larger deal'rs there
must have "Fyfe sampIes." That the farmers of Mani-
toba and the Northwest Territories cannot grow Red
Fyfe is false, as bas been proven by the past, and it will
bea great misfortune if theopinion ofa lot of "afternoon
faners" shall prevail. OnislRVa.

IIANDLING GRAIN.

T HE following letter bas been received by the Mont-
real Corn Exchange from Mr. George Olds, traffic

manager of the C.P.R., concerning the handling of
grain for export:

"The question of grading Canadian grain intendet for ex.
portation via New York and loston havins apparently beet
satisfactorily settlei at tii: meeting held in New Vork, andl the
practical closing of navig.tion being near at hand, it seems ne.
cessary for us to announce to the traie *hat arrançements il as
proposed to stake for the forwarding and handtang of grain.
As you are awarc, threce grattes of M'anitola wheat has been
agreed upon as the number of grades which the New Vork ter.
umnat lines wili talke care of, and Boston no doubt wili take
care af a lik: number of grades of this grain. So far as Man.
itoia wheat ils concerned. for the pressent ail that whici maay lie
intended for export via New York stil pass (rom our line via
l'rescott, Ont. That for export via Iloston wili necesarily pass
in the vicinity of Iontreal, tat as the inspection of ?sanitola
wheat is ta lie made at Winnipeg, and as inspectais'certificates
are to accompany each consignment, it will not be ncessary for
the insiection of grain at the frontier to interfere in any way

sith this grain. With regard ta grain froi ltints in Ontario,
that which may leave our lise at irescet for New York can be
inspected at l'rescott, wher an inspector shiud be located.
That for export via Itoston will be accumulated into train loatis
at our Outremont yards here, snd that is the lace where the
inspector would le located. Arrangements will no douht be
made for the necesary accommiodatian of the inspector at Out'
remont yard. The question which seets ta reniain noiw (or
your attention is the appointment of a comipetent inspector to
tala: care of the interests of the grain siippers. We shal ne.
cessarily have to refuse to forassard grain ta the ports of New
York or loston until it has liren inspeced, and instructions
wiii be given to our several geferat frest agents to prohbit
the forwarding of grain to Boston orNework intended for
export unless at is con' *ned to the care of sose one at cither
of tisose ports who wili have the authority, if necessary, to
order the disposai of the grain in case terminal line agents
shoukd fromt any cause lie unable to bulk any particular contgu,
ment. i think this precaution is necessary, and as much in the
interesits of the owner of the grain as of the railway comspasies.
I wish to cali particular attention ta the danger of shippers of

a sending consignments o grain sissy ta tise orde af sosme
anadian boa or ludividua ving no siness location at the

ports of eport. This feature caused great confusion last year,
and largely resultel in all the loss ad detention ta Our cars
which occurred.'

Owing Io the new regulationsi br.igbs in force by it sunitel States
tstn railwaytinesat geain for upor asusaube ipected either as point of
shipsmet er at tis. fronier. Any grain tbat faituto grade No. s or lbetter
Wlt be stopped and sent iack I tihe nuet Canadian plint, werse il will
be ond for accnt of the owner.

BY TME Wf\Y.

o pay for an article or service only ta isem er, at the
time agreed, that "the gooIs," lt se a sttle tiuase,

"can not be delivered," is one of the disappitnt s of
life that few persuns take kindly ta. This i% about tie
way, however, wviti marine insirance, as timiller. and
grain men have, tnt unfrequently, discovered ta their
sorrow and loss. A cargo of ilour or n% lieat is loaded for
expot, and that no unIne:cessary risks. taa.y be taken, tIhe
shiptiient is insured, the premiiiim paid, tie policy
received and fyled away. Ye miller sleeps c.a.y though
his argosies are a1broad. Ait accident t wcurs, as. at a-
lents will 'occur wvith those who go donui in deelp n.tiei,

and the goods insired aie lost or seriouisly daiagel.
A fresh experience is then obtained, for it iN letarned tuat
the iisirance policy and thie bill of lading lia e been so
framed that the cxealtiiis in thesae documents have
becoimle the ruile and the loop hnies are o iany that il
is a strange thing if ite vessel owier exieiences any
difficulty in crawling oul into dry land, le.ving the poor
vietil, Who holds tIhe paid.for.policy, swhich mas to pro.
tect his shipmnent froma loss, downl in the deptlhs of a
very unpleasant experience.

** 44**

For ycars business mten on both aides of the Atlantic
have been figiting this injustice, and t: iatter came
up for discussion at the sessions of the Congress of the
Chamber of Commerce, ai Londn, Eig.. in ju(Ine laist.
Ih now begins ta look, as a result ot tliee yea.-'ars af agit-
ation, as though somte siccess would b achieved. A
new bil of lading lias been adoptied y liaitish imer-
chants which in a large mteasire proterts the shipper
against tue abuses of it: old bill of lading, wîtli lias
been so loctored, as every fresht eIîerieice haid been

obtained by vessel owners, st as to lea e p oractically nt
protection ta the shipper. 'essel owneis, it is true, are
refusing ta accept the new bill of lading, or wlien doing
an, they exact a ligier rate of freigit. But thiis is a
difficulty that is regulated to soime extent by the law of
supply and demand, and if erters taike a tiri stand
in the iatter the time will comae when they will reccive
a share of justice. *

Redress nîeed not be sotsi alone in the neav bill of
lading. A new marine insirance poli<y las been pre.
pared by the well.known Etnglisi loyd's whici largcly
of itself, and especially wlici taken in conjiîn tion awiti
aite new bill of lading, very fully covers the oiissions of
the usual marine insurance poly. We give liere stome
of the main clauses of l.ltyd's a policy ail if retaders wili
carefully compare it with marine policies ini their pos.
session tley will readily appreciate its strong points: -

'Tila poittaiayO~ alitams whatso.esariing firm.,i.,aneifamounaat.
sig to, sy (a 40 on, each dlraion.lludmit> Jll ns hanen.
fmrm time of ear si; iiills ini thle a meri,)r -,f.\ nape x on ne
b'y lani or tby water, tti sat y diare it wI tae , f tam es
inclubding_ all ris.ký from warehouw or mim9 f.sor% .1 mi d an-1liste

waiingipi.ttsetat on dotickan arc.hliaut ain onqut, .
lnclud al.%l risk of eraft toandl from ee t r -- e ait re.t in%

acahi craft or lightter tu be Iteemed a ýcIurate insur.n, c: als- n4, a, pier
the exceptionsi and co it.iona îat bil of Lad ,: lt. m .iit.bg N Vgme
Clnasand ait etherc riskre ,îttîi de.ilitte to. tah. gnt hidin al riae of tr iieanitfromiany of aileqay or w harstiat

poir ofdetint.ion to the fit taniniag plae, atnd. -lr. .dt their ni umil

merchantdie tat intetnde to tir atre or Iliirel. \Il . a i - Inail e
pi.tklto attacht while th oodbaare i thlle atrf prusaa.i to heir iiog

To payaverage n eaich ieraite psn ka. r on the w hale. tn aa at ,(
,ieviationi or chatig ofr oaeield e.civr atp.t ri umiii .i t , h , ftr
accragit.

tion in i i a f t he floing claus,:' i.e i. t "f', .,t. pe r f
the sa, tire. hartratry of the muater and'crea.eiea , tir'ate'a.,îtiere..
arret* and re1trints ofr primncerlerm an. pep. Aih8 n'. 'Iro m
and her accidetI of naication c'epted. ten iein - hi. a rk-
ligece, default or ecrror in judgmnit of the pat., master, mîanc, r.h

1eruntsno the« ship-ownerl lrhut ..Sipr u atnwerable Cfo to'ae thri exploa'n, btmta "f tlir,.breaaige oaf chaft. ur any liatent dtieec mi ta.... er i mc~.. it .a'aresuttma
froma wanît ofrduae dtilignthe by thn nira of r a mr .I f I t I .or byct
the hish nd or mantager.

The question msay lie asked: >o not Itisitess men
know the conditions of a policy before tyli agree ta
place insurance under it? Weil, kntowv miit>' <lan d oat.
They are insuring for protection, or insurance souti be
no use, and they take it for granited that an insuirance
policy is an insuîrance policy. Olly wien a loss olcctrs
do ti.ey learn its truc mneaning. Two or thre.e cases of
the kindihave coine under our notice during tie present
year where well.known mienibers of the aDominion Nliti.
ers' Association wre mthe losers. We willa, like'ly, in a
future nunber o Ite :I . ë.., give sotamie parti<ilars of
these and wili be glad ts lar from others Whsoa lae hald
their experience of marine insurance.

THEOAAIK1\ MILr.1


