T e - ——

- ARar:

s —mayByon S

Py
el

e o e TTTTIERGE

TRUTH.

oy Lotka’ Fepwtnmens,

AR ADVERTURE IN CENTRAL ABIA.

BY DAYID KER.

—pr——

50 mare g 2od dreary than, $h3 grent
DONOC MOXe an s grea
waste of ‘““Kara Koum” (Black 8and),
whick stretchos acreas the -‘whole northwest
of Contrel Asla, Day after dsy you go
woaxily on over the ondless level, with your
head aohln;i:nd your akin and {overfsh,
seaing nothing but the bun aky sbove
and tho burning sand below, whero the only
thing to ahow that you have not wandered
from tho right track is a stray mound of
oarth here and there, out of which pzor the
whitened benes of horses and camels, and
somotimes even of men, who have died hers
before you,

Butif you do happen to moeet a. man, you
must bo on yonr
regions the old joko about ““oatching a Ter
tar” often cemes true in grim earnest.
When ones of theao flag-faced, bullet-headed
fellows ocomes trottiog up to yon on his wiry
little horse, Jooking ounning at yoa from
andur the high cap of black shesp-skin that
ia alonohed over h's small, narrotwy, rat liko
'.syeasi you had bettor keep your hand on your
revolver and your eye upon Aim until he has
answered your chailcogo of, ¢ Amaun vst 1’
(18 it poace?) with, ** Ik’ Allsh, xmgun
ust " (pleass God 1t ég peace).

Vhy this pleassnt place shonld be called
¢ Black Sand” it is hard tosay, for both it
and its two gmt brothars, tho ¢ Ak Koum"
(Whito S8and), $o the east, and the ¢ Kiz'l
Koum” (Red émd). to the south, are a'l of
onse color, and that oolor a pala yellow,
But it can look  black” enongh sometimes
Ia another way, as I know to my cost, In
the arleat and loneliest partof it, justas the
wator 1s begluning to run low in yoor skin
Lag, you come upon a deep, winding furrow
in the parched carth, which was a yushing
river ages ago, and yor think of the ¢ool,
clurkmtar tglat tho thizrety sands have
dzunk up, until you yourse! ow thirst{er
lndmomdlmxlthazevei'. & a

Wo wiro just mldway scross the desert,
and the rod sun was sinking over the great
wasto of lifeless sand, when there saddenly
arozo betwoen nsand it what sesmed at first
aight like a olond of writherad leaves, But
b second glance ahowed It ¢o be a hoas of
wide-winged tiving things, moving awift and
unswerving, fn ranked order, ifke an arm
arraved for battle, Bat for thelr amazlng
numbers ane might havo taken thom for an
ordinary flight of grasshoppers; but I bad
soen such & sight ¢00 often not to recognize
the destzoylog march of the locust,

Onward they wens to lay waste the rlch
lands of the sovth, thelr vast shadow Jerk.
ening hall tho sky, and the whir ot thelr
csuntleas wings soonding amid the gheatly
allence like the hissiag and grinding of soms
mighty engine, Althoogh tho od
overy momont, it was fully fftean utes
before the Iast of tho hozt had gone by,

Then my Ta:tar servant pométod his
own, bony band after the shadowy maes,
.ndtom’ solemnly, ¢ Maater we ahall have
a storm

* Why do you think 50 ¥’ aaked I, rome.
what surprised, for the tky was clear and
clondless as ever, Y

s T’l:: ll:xru:&l luggor;; in thelrarmles,
€VZa stich as thoss that the Prophes Afonssa
Bon Amrabm* (Mosez the mpl;? Amyam)
“brotght nmgunnt Egypt ; and whero they
ooms, the blast of tho deser? is nover far be-
bind. },)omnotmn always follows the da-

(2

Tne torrible emphasts of the man’s tono
and mannor ehowod that ho was thoror Sy
in earnest ; and if haspoke truly, tho thought
of ancountering » detert whirlwind in this
perilous spot, where there was snough lonso
sand fo bury a whole symy, was anything
bat ploasant. Bat what oculd wedo? Te
80 back was av dangerons as to go forwasd,
and to standstll was worse than elther ; vo
on I‘?o ‘zent. o

wo hours passod, howover, without an;

slgo of dangor, and X was just begi:;la.v tt{
hopo that the Taztar might have mis.
takon after all, whon the camels, which
wero harnoased threo abrsass to my lght

oovered wagon, suddenly atopped short, and | thron

bogan to snuff the air uneaslly,
mn:a;v a l?ok ':éﬁnnxhﬂty clond the Taxtar’s

200, ing T8 u that cf
owr Klzgh’lz drlm.y who::?:as tary X
hocked noze; ard great black

ard, for in theso wild %

lco}l:odquite tnoarthly in the tfal moen.

light,
g.l‘ho camols anuffad agaln, more qulckly
and reatlomly than bnforeé‘and then crouch.

ed dewn sldo by tlde, wha thelr long nocks
181 fat on the ground,

4 Tebbad 1”  (sand-atorm) ahouted the
Kirghlz, throwing bkimself down behind
ﬁ;en&, and mufliog his head in hissheep-akin
oloak,

Tho words wero bardly spoken, when a
ﬁoy dlmness rushed down tuddenly over
the whols sky, snd my Tartar aad I
had barely tlmo to fling oursclves down
Into bottorn of the wagon, when there came
s rush and » zoar, and all around was ono
whirl of flylog ¢and and oharging storm
which, olcsely as our shawls were palle
over out faces, seemed to duaten, blind, and
strangle us all in one moment,

It soemed many hours to ux (though in
reality It war Ioas than one) while wo Iay
thore, half stifled, but net daring to put
f:orth onr (!i\e:hdn, mh‘:g ptl:r the ho!,vl oi :l!:e
atorm an o ' of the

hirling eand againat the n!tful:)f our rook-
ing wagon, But at last the hideous uproar
died away, and we ventured to peop forth,

A strange elght awaitod uws, Faras the
oyo could reach, tho ameoth rand was bil.
lowod like the wavos of o stormy sea, Our
wagon looked as i{ steoped in lime, and tho
lower balf of i$ was hidden altogether, Ol
tho camelx nothing oould be seen bat thoir
bhumps; and asthe Kirgkis started up,
throwicg off a whirlwind of dust on ave
side, he zoumed to have risen bodily throug

he earth,

qﬂV‘V: ‘;u:l.ldm had fared l!ttle.k!;ﬁer. In
o my wra , MY was ay
gritty as a match Pﬁ:om head to foot,
and the Tartar's sallow visago lookod like a
balf-washed potato, The warm genial alr
had suddenly o obilly aa & giave, for
tho Siberian hurrioans hsd brought with it
oold memories of frozen seas, and leaguesof
tnowy moorland, and half yeen loaborgl
drifting vwrearily through the polar- night;
and iho pals grayish.yellow sand: -of tho
Kara Ri 1m, which by ita very natare can.
not absord heat, s ons of tho ocoldest sur-
facea In the world,

- How we escaped belng buried allve cut-
xight I was at firat quito at a loxs to Ima.
gino, butthelexplanation was simple ocnough,
Mozt fortunately for onrselves, wo had hait.
ed on the brow of & ridge where tho sand
Jay thin and light, and where the sweep of
ths wind was too farfous to let the drifts
gather thickly round us. Had we met the
gtorm in the hollows bolow, we shonld all

Y | have been dead men, and I still count that

night's work one of the narrowest of m
many eacapes from death,” *

SOIENCE NOTES.

Light haired people, it is sald, have about
ono third more Lalr on the hesd, and are

less Uabls to bacsme bald, than thoso with | Ity

dark hatr,

A mine of moroury—oovalsting of tke
:l:!phnmtan(}n chlorlde, wlt!; drops of m%t:l};

maronry, fa s gangne £f quartz—w
appsars to hnve»bagnn?yiﬁk_od In anclent

o8 hasbosn re.dlscovered at 8chupplast.
93, noar Belgrads In Servia,

The oontinual advance in the sclence of
organic chemiatry is marked dy tho suc-
coasful attacks which chomists are making
on alkalold plant principlos, A. Laden.
barg bas tneewledlnfreparlnx ardificlally
a sabatancy sxiracted from popper, known
a2 piperidine.  The artificial snbatance and
the real aro Indistingnichabls, belng chomi-
oally 1dentioal,

M, Pags, in the courso of his oxperi-
ments in photog:aphing the movemonta of
horses, bas been strnck by the observation
that tho foot of tho anlmal, belog half the
time at rost on tho ground, must during
tho other half of tho timo bs in much v:ore
tapld motlon than the animal itsclé. Ho
estimatos thatin the gallop the foot reaches
» velooity of 60 motras or abont 200 feot &
s3oond,

It is gonerally oconceded that Rasds
posssstes more proclous stones than any
othor nation, & mpjority of which wers
procared at the oxpenss of blood, Tho
jowels in tho cathedral at Moscow sre
valued a$ twelvo millions of dollars. Tho

o of iz completsly ocvercd

with plates of gold, and ocontalay filtsen
bundred rublcs and eight thousand tur-
quolses, besides many cthorrare and oost-
whitstosth, { Iy
ollow eyes

 gems, Thethrono uf the Oxar, kuown
23 the dlamozd thione, s traly s marvel,

PERESONAL.

Mr, J. H, Parnell, brothor of the Irish
loadar, has lately plantod 600 acres more in
1 eaches on his Geo farm, making a to-
tal of 1,800 aoros In that fruit.

The Dean of Winchoster isabout to re-
store the marblo vovered uaroop:ntl of
Willlam Rafas to it anolent place bsfore
tho high altat (n the Oathedra.,

Mr, A, Cusson, s wholesale merchant of
Montreal, has oaueod tho arrest of ten yo
mon for forgery in tsaning bogus notos o
invitation to a party at his house, )

Mr. Albart Millsud, a well-known French
journallst and compoasr, 13 soon to become
the huaband of Madame Judio, It Is gen-
orally knbwn tuat Madamo Judlo is a
widow,

M, DeLsusops declarescorfidently that the
Panama Caual will be completed within she
noxt three yoars, Fow persons share his
oonfidence, aithough his words have the
wolght of authorlty.

At s garden whilchis tobo given at
Dablin 1n Ma o Earl and the Countess
of Abordeen the Isdles Invited will appear

In malds’ fanoy dresssz, and tho gentlemen
In Irish tweed sults,

Mrs, Garfield hag offered her Cleveland
houss for rent, and will horeaftor live at
Meator, tho former Garfield homeatoad,
whers some $40,000 baz beou ozpended in
beantifylng tho house and greunds.

The death Is recerded ¢f Captaln James
Maurive Shipton, R, N., who serves undor
Nelton, Dancan, Cornwallls, Napler and
Sydnoy Smith, He recelved the medal for
the taking of Fort Trinite at Martinlque,

There will be an Important sale of ple-
turas at London In June and July. Theso
plotures, numbering more than four hundred
03t of them fiae examples, are now in tho
oollection of the Dake of Marlborvugh,
Tenlora is partioularly conspleuous In this
oolleotion.  Perhaps no alngle canvay init
has greater valaoshan Carlo Dolcl's ¢*Mater
Dolorosny”,

It turns;out that Mr, Edgar Fawoett is
the authot of ¢he anonymous story publish-
od inPillkdelphia some time sgo under the
titls of **The Buantling Ball.” The pob
lishers offered a prizs of $1,000 to anybody
guosaing the author. So many peosle sus-
pected Kawcett, owlog to the ?:;fi atyle,
that the purso has been divided ap and
the guogsers will only realize 12} cents
apidoe:s -°

p!BeIVi’lnokwood, of coures, has takena
hard In the low-nesk disoussion, and ssoks
to oreate additional bustle by adaing the
trained skirt to tho tabooed artioles, She
has written a letter to Miss Cleveland,in
which she declares thas ¢ while tho tralned
skirt iv untidy, axtnvllgmt and in crowd-
od amembiles positively wnlgar, It Is also
undonbtedly in ita origin a badge of servil-
”

With Str Honry Taglor, who died in Eng.
1and March 28, in bls eighty-seventh year,
a ving epitome of the ninsteenth century
bhaz p away. He had ssen the rej
of tho Third and Pourth Gsorges and Wil
iiam 1V,, as well as thewhols of Victoria'a;
also the riso and fall of tho first Napoleon,
his Bourbon sucoezsors, and the Third Em-
iro; Scott, Byron, and Shollsy, Lamb,
lerldge, ond the Lake Posts, together
with Dickons and Thaokeray, Itviog snd
Presoott, wero of his eraj he wasa well.
grown Iad at the time of ouralmost forgotten
war of 1812, and hzd witneissd a completo
rosonstruotion of ths political wap of Eo-

ro
zlo.moat ovory vhitor in Paris who has
ridden out toward the Bols has xeen $he old
man In tho little oarriage drawn by abosp
ttering along 1o the avenuno du Bols de
g‘;ulon 'Isnuo sheop aro two fino fat
South Downs, but the ocoupant is a cripple
named Dr. Do Roroy. He bas bsen by turns
a oldlor, a traveller, & politiclan, a journal-
{2t and s man of lotters, A nephow of the
Abbe Lammenals, ho was fora whilo private
03CT0 of Lamartine, alto an Fitimate
feiend of the Marguls of Harifo~Z, at wheso
Inoo In the Boia no frequr atly met Prinos
spoloon, During the w.rhe voluntesred
%o carry important despatones out of Patls
for tho govarnmant of thr Defenso Natlonalo,
He started aloveIn a Oalloon, which was
caught In & burtloans, carried Into Switzor-
mug, and oamsdown .n ihs midss of the
Moz de Glsoo glacler, wharo his legs ware a0
froat bitten that they had to ba ampalated.
Baxidea his loge, ks loat his fortune by tho
Wal,

MIRTH.
Pompous physican to patient's ife:
¢ Why, did you dolay nndln}; for me until
ho was out of hlsmind 1" [Pife: * Oh doc-

tor, while he was in his right mind he
wouldn't let mo send fer you *

‘“Thero's my hand,” he exclaimod ina
momont of ocoursgoe and oandour, ¢* and my
heart ls In it 1" Bhe glanoced at the eu:slty
palm extanded towards her, and wickedly
;eplrl:.d. ¢ Juat as I supposed—you have ne

oA n

O oius Beokworthy, Sr., (to Mr, Rusker
Dy Vore, art oritlo.) —** Now thad's whasI
calia fins ploture ; shows remarkabla tal.
ont. My daughter palnted that, sir, and I
would not tako $200 for it. Why, the paing
on It cost §150," .

An sgod Christian woman was asked,
¢ Aro you usver troubled by the devil, that
yon aro always so ohearful!” ¢ Oh, ynﬂ
he often comes $o the door, but I never b
him como In, or give him a stool to &it on,”

¢ 04,” exolalmed Miss Dabell, whata
clover man thatMr. Fogg lv, Heis really
quite » phystognomist, I wastelling him
laat ovening that I had becemo q‘nm profi-

clent In g ,.and he sald : * I am sure
of it, madame; your facs shows It."
Choras of famlliare ¢¢ Indoed {”

The ladles were talking about thets old
sitvar and tho newer designs, when Mr,
Oldblossom sald : ¢ X uss nothing upom my
table but hammered wara,” And just then,
83 & oresh of resonnding ohlns oams from
the kitchen, abo aidoed, ¢ And there's the
artist hammorlug some of it."

¢ Ephrum, what makes so many cab talls
grow in dis heah pon’!’ ¢ Wall, dey
grows up from kittens dag people hex drown.
od in do pon’, of course, Yea'’s ko yon
wimmon fatk doan knew noflia ‘bons agrl-
culshah,” :

# Uaole James,” said a Torento youmg
1ady who was spending a few days in the
country, **is that chicken by the gate a
Brahmin? ¢ No,” replied Uancle Jimes,
“ he's a Leghorn.” ¢ Why to bs, sure,”
eald tho young Iady. ¢ How stupid of me!
I oan geo tho horns on higankles.”

* Qentlemen of the jary,” saldan Irlah
lawyor, * it will be for youto ssy whethor
the defendant shall be allowed to coms ‘Inte
court with unblushing fretatepr, with a
conk ot b rlsy In bis mouth, and draw
three bollocks out of my ollent's pocket with
im) unity.” :

A couple of young men went out fishing
the other day, and, on returning, were going
past o farmhosre and felt hungry, ‘They
shonted to she Jarmer’s daughters, ¢ Glrte,
bavo you any battermilk 1" The re ly was
gently wafted back to thelroarr, ¢ Yes,
but wo keop it for our own calves,”

Architect to Mr, de Nowvo Ritch, who ls
coneidering the front elevation of a projoot-
ed remdenca:  If you do not like thoss
towers, Mr. Ritoh, weocan bave them ell.
minated,” Mr, do Nowvo Rltoh : ¢ They're
real han'some as they be ; but, if lUminat.
in' on ‘em would mako ‘em han’somer. let'z
have ‘em ‘llminated.”

A Parisian who had baen dining not wise-
1y bot too well went to a recsptionata
friend s houes. He dlsplayod an oppres-
sivs amount of gslhntrg. ¢ What expres-
sivo oyes ho has !’ eald a lady to tho mis.
tress of tho honse, *¢ Yes,” treplied tho
hostess—** one of them oxpresses $oo much
burgundy and tho othor too much cham.

Taere was quits a xowata reoent most-
ingin a Rlchmond chapsl veatry between
Uscclo Moso and Deacon Gabe Snodgrasm,
¢ You is tho biggest black rasoal in Auetin,”
eaid Daacon 8acdgras, ** You lan hesp
bigger oms,” returned Moso, placing his
hand on the ivory handlo of his umbrolia,
+ Bredderen,” inter I'arson Blodsoos,
¢t yon taiks as i dar was nubody else present
‘osptin’ yorsefs.” :

A populer dancing master in the Iale of
Wight, who had tanght tho young Teany-
tonr, Was ono day cr.gaing to thy nuinland
in tho same steamer with thelr mother,
After alittls talk, during whioch tho profes-
gor of tho *light fantaatlo" roferred In
somewhat dismal tonea to the saconks of her
husband’s poems, this truo artist shook his
head for a spacs, and at last gavo uiternnoe
to his cad thought, ¢ Ab, madam,” ex-
claimed he to the much wondering Mrs,
Tennyxon, *he m&‘bea very fins posy,
tut I grieve to eay that anyone withan eys

that his dsportment was

can sce that shama.
fally neglocted tn bis youth ¥




