THE GOOD NEWS,

-

Bible truth. Awnd as you pray for the
growth of heart-piety, le'g no indulgel
lust, no pet sin, barbored in secret places,
prove your utterad prayer to be an abom-
Iation in the sight of the all-searching
God. “If T regard iniquity in my heart”
(that is, if I cling to it and cherish it)
“God will not hear me)” Nor will the
Lord of holiness answer with a Yea what
we are practically answering with a Nay,

IL. Let us illuatrate and apply tiis prin-
ciple, in the next placa, to parents who are
praying for the conversion of Lheir children, |
?No petition is more fitting than this; none
could be more acceptable to God, But
what hope have yon, my friend, for the
renewal of your chitdren’s hearls, if yon
pras inone direction with the li,e, and
quite in the opposite direction with the
hfa. We see constantir the two antagon-
istic types of pareutal influence, Both |
are nominally Christian: only  one is
veally such.  The one man pleads at the
altar for the sanetification of his house-
hold—that hie sons may  bacome sans of
@od, and his daughters may be as polish-
od stones in the temple of Christ, Tle
makes religion prominent in his fimile: :
it is visille, legible, and above hoard. The
books that are brought home for the
childran to read, the newspapers that are
taken, the amus meuts that are clioaen, the
society that is soughi, the aims in I-fo that
are sot Lefore those childven, all bear in
one direction and in the right direction,
God is not asked by that father to convert
his offspring to godliness while he is doiner
his best to pervert them to sin and workd[i.
ness. Nor is God implored to convert |
them while the parent uses no agencios to
affect the Jonged for vesult, No more than
the Lord would be asked to restare (he
sick boy from & typhus fever, and vet no
physician is called in and no medicing ad-
niinistered.  How much worse if (he
father, having praved that his child be
restored, shovld fall to giving (he poor boy
strychnine or prussic acid in large doses,

Yel professed Christians do this very
thing often in morals and religion, They
pray for their children's recoverv to holi-
ness, and then poison them. T hey pray
for a son's purity, and then flash the wine-

smonthy nor lot thy

cup belore his eyes, They pray for a
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daughter’s conversion, with & theatre-
ticket in their pockete—‘a family ticket”
for the whole household. They go to
chureh, Jook devout, and then come home
to trifle, to gussip—to entertain Sunday
visitors at a sumptuous feast, o talk politics,
to do anything, in short, but follow up the
teachings of God’s minister with affaction-
ate,- faithful Thome inatruetions. The
practical effect of their whale conduet and
couveraation, hath on the Lord’s day aed
all the days of the weok, is fo undo wha'-
ever gond mav have leon dona by the
earnest Ixbors of the pulnit,  What nust
such children think of thaee fluent pravers
thai they hear everv night at the famic
atar? What of the consistency of thoce
pirents who utter sueh solomu meekeries?
Oh! iy is better never to prav aball for the
convemion of vonr offpring then to eek
God, in sclemn tones, to sure themn while
vou are using vour whols influener  to
harden and destrov them,  “Out of thine
ovwn mouth will T judge thae, thon un-
faithfi! seryant,”

Tuerernity it will Dea territle 1hing for
ANy 4 man to wmeet his own
Their very Inncuage will emudomn him;
for he knaw his duty bt he did it rot
Those fervent pravers, which the gonl i
labored to make efineinnl, will he
ones” in white raiment to conduet th-ir
anthor into the bhinaaetinrhiose of the
Grear TOne, Dut the ful Loods nttorel
at the throne of ~inea will live agnin as
tormenting  seorpions in the dav of the
Tiord’a arpearing,  “Bo nat mely with ihy
Forri Tio hea'y fonttor
anvthing bofore (void,” J8 an injrracti
that forbide mare than irreveronce i praver,
It forlids ua, by impheation, 10 ask for
that  which we do nat sineerelv desire,
Alave all, it forbids the asking from God
those Dessings wlich we are hindering by
our neplect, or thwarting by eur rolfisl-
ness and unbelief.

pravers,

CIRRIN

The Persions heing invaded by the Tarks
burnt up all that might be of vse to sustain
man or beast; that those who counld not be
overcome by force might be awakened by fu-
mine. Not to make provision for the flesh is
g;’e;\t fgsistance towards abating fe streugth
of lust, i



