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AND NOTIONS,

A subteat recanving a good deal of atten
Hon gust at present i the Ametican press s
* Cheagr statictices and who gses 11, and the
xeverally eaptessed opimon s that 1t 1s not
used by the lady or gentleman to the manner
horn. The staugner's departiment of the dry
goods emporium s never visiteed by the best
people.  Stationety v ane of the articley
that st wall no¢ du o buy at the basgam
counter if one wishes to stand well m gowd
socety. This iy a pont winch the trade
should  note and mention, 1 omay be a
crank on the subjeet, but 1 have alwavs
made a4 e to cnticalls observe the
emelope and paper used by my  corre-
spondents, both business and social, and
I not only  observe, but likewise act up-
L.ookig back
over my decisions which were inluenced by
the statwonens | am saushed that 1 was aght.
Of caurse snobs and shaterns sometimes
e stahonesy that s nght and good, bt
vou will generatly tind an carmark w the
pap -t or the envelope o the fold that tells
the chanacter of the witer. A ree Jady s
st as partialar about her stationery as
about her dothing, and so s the pentleman.
Wit b yours correspondenc e for a hitde winle
and seedf Tam not nght. Then when you
hnd that 1t 18 w0 ~ee that your customers buy
the best

on the mpressions recened.

HOW TO DISPLAY PAPER
HANGINGS.

To make an eTective display of paper
hangings che madern dealer must Possess
some Lt and mygenmty, of not actual artis-
te discernmient. . An exchange tells of the
ol ncthad which has been adopted by
Aive Chicago dealer. He takes o full single
rall of every paperin stock, divides it in two
four vard lengths, and matches and pins
these together, so that the pattern can be seen
avwellasaf o werein ns place on the wall,
Chese samples ate exhubited over brass rods
which cross the toom at even distanses from
sule o side, and on ather 1ods projecting
from the sife wall  Eaerny foot of foor and
wall surface ss given up e then, and the full
length of the 1oom 1+ vidized as far back as
the bntaod 00 the tloor i fromt and bes
neath cach sod v o nentral coloured nug.
I'ins arrangement dinades the woom mto three
tompariments, where papers are hangmg m
vew  Fhe compartments havve thedr comple.
ments of funsture, 1o give acoss look, with
books and boc-a-brac enough to represent a
home instead of a shop.  Na slopmg show
tacks are wsed, for with them the full ghtter
o the material employed on the paper s
refiected mie the face of those wha wish to
wdge of 4 pattern or colour effeat, and
papets so viened bung disappantment ater
they ate m plece Paper should be shown
hamaing stagght dowa, as it wilt appear on
the wall. . This novel plan of exdubiting wall
papets will be intecesting to dealers, and s

not without its ments. 1t does awav with
the unsyehtly mcks and their expose of the
cads of the rolls.  In fact, the stock can be
stored in an apartment where space is less
valuable, while it makes the hest possible use
of the salesroom.

A POPULAR FALLACY.

It is sometimes  asked  why, when two
brands of the same class of goods are selling
fram the same counter, one marked double
the price of the other, the more expeasive
grade finds areadier sale. Why doesn’t every-
baody buy the cheaper grade ?  The natural
answer to this s that the costlier is worth
Just so much more than its cheaper rival,
Better materials or ingredients are used in
tts manufacture.  People huy it because it
will last just so much longer, or because it
will render so much better service while it
does Jast. This, then, is the theory, Beeause
1t costs more itas the better article,

But 1s this conclusion true ?

Nat by any means.  Cost is not the only
entenon to go by in judging of quahties, It
15 only fiur to admit that the great magority
of cheap articles are inferior to those selling
at a gher price, but 1t is not always so. The
manufacturers o many  lines are simart
enough to know that the public is not a good
Judge of quality.  “They argue that by tacking
an a fancy price to their goods they will
capture the better class of tmde, and if their
sales ave somewhat smaller than they would
otherwise be, the increased margin of profit
more than equalizes matters,  The trade have
suceceded in educating the public up to the
wdea that buying an iferior grade of goods,
stmply because it s cheap, is false cconomy,
and so, when the public rushes to the opposite
extreme, the manufacturersare shrewdenough
to take advantage of the tendency.

In conversation with a professional tea
taster connected with a large tea importing
house, he gave some inside facts which go to
Mustrate the saving that there are tnicks in
all trades. 1t ds the custom with many
grocers, e sawd, to obtain from the same box
the different ?- grades of teit which are sold
atvarying prices under various names, s
an old theornn with P°IL Barnum that the
public likes to be deceived, and the manu-
facturer or the retailer not unfrequently
succeeds in warning this faculty to practical
account,

To be a pudge of quality in lines varying
~o widely in nature as those comprised
within the stationery and fancy goods trades
reyuires a more extensive experience and
mumate knowledge of manufacturing  pro-
cesses than it is given to the average layman
to acquire.  And in the counse of events it
may transpire that the stationer who thinks
he knows it all s not nearly so well posted
as he imagmes himself to be.  The writer
has heard a prominent manufacturer boast of
the fact that very few of his customers were

capable of jdging of those tine points which
constitute quality and regulate the price of
an article. —Stationer,

PARASITES OF THE BOOK
TRADE.

Since we published, some weeks ago, the
expose of Mr. J. L. Thurston's generous and
yeneral ofter, ata salary of $125 per month,
“or more,” of a “General Manager posi-
tion” in “a publishing company of which
Mr. Appleton is president,” we have accu-
mulated a number of similar circulars and
proposals in written, type-written or printed
letters which show a singular likeness to each
other.  One of these is * The Buyers Union,”
with which Mr. E. T. Loomis was connected,
and which has received much gratuitous ad-
vertising in the daily press since Mr. Loomis'
incarceration in the Tombs,  Its circulm
wis very ingeniously concocted, and was
adorned with the claborate illustrations of
the composing room, press room, bindery,
cte., intended to impress the distant observer
with the enormous business it was doing or
proposing to do.  Another circular proceeds
from the * Consolidated buyers' Jobbing
Co.," which is possibly Mr. J. L. Thurston’s
organzation, since the name of Mr. Nathan
Appleton, * President of Boston Board of
Trade and Commissioner of Panama Canal
Co.," is given as president.  This name will
be recognized as that of R gentleman con.
nected with the well-known Boston family of
that naiie, a brother of Mr. Thas. G. Apple-
ton, who has an unfortunate habit of lending
an honoured name freely to various schemes
not always of the highest credit.  He is not
one of the Appletons of the publishing house.
Another affair of a similar character is the
¢ Century Book and Paper Co.,” of Chicago.
which also has made generous offers of the
*local business management” of its affairs
to any number of gentlemen in various cities,
who were expected to return a deposit for the
privilege of representing the company at a
large salary.  The officers of this company,
Frank L. Loomis, Howard (. Loomis and
Edwin 8. Jewell, hitve been indicted by the
Chicago Grand Jury for conspiracy to de-
fraud.  How many more concerns of this
kind there may be through the country, or
whether these all are really various noms de
guerre of the same sharpers, it is difficult to
say. Curiously, several of them have hap-
pencd on the same list of names to whom to
send their similar offers, and so have opencd
the cyes of a good many would-be-victims,

All these concerns, it will be noted, purpont
to be connected with the book trade, which
seems to be a particularly desirable field for
this sort of quackery and fraud. --{ Publishers’
Weckly.

J. Theo. Robinson’s new books are, “A
Modern Mcphistopheles,” by Louisa M. Alc e,
and “Mr. and Mrs. Morton,” by the author
of ** Silken Threads.”




