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They conclude, therefore, that the cobra venoom
hernolytie reaction is flot specific for nianic-depressive

psychosis or demnentia praecox, that it ma,,y be obtained
in various physical disorders as w~ell as in the psychoses
neuroses and organic brain diseases, and that in not
more thali fiftv per cent. of cases of inanic-depressive
or dementia praecox is a positive reaction obtained.
Ait,3 in another article, shows that the reaction is iiot
specific for dementia praecox and mianic-depressive in-
sanity, his resuits are baseci on a stLidy of fifty cases.
Zaloziecki4 xvas able to obtain a positive psýycSho-reaction
with various fornis of insanity and also in ordinary
physical disease-s and practically coxistantiy in the liev-
boni. I-le believes that its real diagnostic value is in-
significant and that its presence mighit be explained as
being simiply attendant upon ninscular activity. The
workc of Fraenkel.6 Beyer and W'ittle-betn,6 and R. Krau-,7

and his collaborators, would aiso gc. to show that the
psycho-reaction is indeed of questionable value as a
diagnostic agent. Through the kindness of Dr. Noguchi,
of the Rockefeller Institute, who wvas good enoughi to
supply me with cobra venomn, and the generous co-opera-
tion of the staffs of certain of tlue Massachusetts State
Hospitals, I was able to miake the test in a fair nuniber
of cases, the resuits of whichi are given below in the
formi of a table.

It will be seen at once that while there were certain
evidences pointing to an inhibition of hemolysis at the
end of two hours in the thermostat that after twenty-two
hours more in the ice-box compiete hemnolysis %vas pre-
sent. In no case of mnanic-depressive insanity or demnen-
da praecox xvas a clear-cut, positive reaction obtaied;
on the other hand in two non-insane patients, a positive
rteaction was obtained. If, as in ordinary hemnolysis ex-


