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ADDRESS ON MIDWIFERY.

: By E. H. TRENHOLME, M.D,,

veofesor of Midwifery, Um\u«uy of Buhop's College;
fyysian the Women's Hospital, Monteal ; Autndlug
Physician to Montreal Dispensary, cte.

sad 507 dagusty 187.4, bofore the Canada Medical 1sso-

dation, }

The subject of the Uterine Decadua that I have
.aptwred to bring before you on the present occa-
Jom, s one that has vccupied but little attention
atil within the last two or three years.

1feel some confidence and pleasure in this under-
oking, insmuch as I had the honor of giving to
4 ' ~ion the first paper upon the uterine de-
due._.egard to some of the phenomena met
dthat the bedside of the lying-in-woman. How-
«eT, it i5 not upon the plea of novelty that Iask
aur fivorable consideration, but rather trust to
sureyour approval by presenting sound theories,
2d established facts, that will tend towards greater
“¢ces in the practice of midwifery.

The external envelope of the foetus, the only one
.ipplied by the mother, is the altered mucous mem-
. nneof the uterine cavity, This membrane is

= Zandular ; but without entering upon the details of
’; physiological anatomy, it is found to contain,
“ording to the late researches of Dr. G. Leopold,
aichsupply of lymphatic glands.

¥ ywell to bear in mind that the decidua is
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.24 of the mucous membrane of the cavity of
- utaus alone, and that at labor it is cast off, be-
"g:.e\ered from the mucous membrane of the neck
“ichemains in sit,  Asto the change occurring

wvions todetachment, at menstruationandduring
: #tatim, Kundrat and Englemann have stated
* 4t “f we examine the process of menstruation,
7l find that the cellular elements surrounding

the tubular glands undegorapd proliferation, es-
pecially those layers which are nearest to the cavity
of the uterus, while the glands thems=lves partici-
patein this activity, becoming thereby hrger, wd
thrown into wavy folds,in orcler to accommodate
themselves to this incrasedlength,  Ifthere isno
necessity for turther dwclopmcnt a proceess of
rm) degeneration comaleries i the most super-
’hcml layer, wvhere the growth was most rapid, in-
"ruding the interglandulir tasue, the epuheium of
I'the glands and the blood veseh—uvhich muy pos-
i Hsibly be cawed by the fict that this extreme activ-
ity of growth may have cut off, by the comypression
of the bloodvessils, the source of nuertion.  The
walls of the capillaries nowripture, and the men-
strual hemorhage is esublistaed, while the super-
ficial layer of the mucws membrme i guduwlly
cast off with the discharge.

But if fecundation has occurred, this retrograde
process does not take place but, on the contrary,
excited by the stimulus of the groving o vuns, the
inner two-rhirds of the mucous mernbrane now par-
ueipate in the process, marnyof the cellsin the inter-
glandular substance become lager, and send out
prolongations, while their nudei undergo repeated
division.

The orifices oftheglands are separtedfrom cach
other, while their calibre is naroved by the advanc-
| ing growth. Themucousmemnbrae gradually Loses
its peculiarities of stuuctwre, and finaly appeats a
transparent homogenecousmembraneat terrm. The
ovularand uterinedecdduacoalesce afier the fifteenth
week. Atbirthithasbeenobserved that the uterine
decidua hangs in shreds wpon the ovalar decidua,
Virchow notes a case wherethe mxembran es after
bitth “ were foundto contain not only hypertrophid
decidual elements,bu talsomuscularfi brecells ; and he
further remarks, the ase, in thisrespect, remains
unique” I have no fault to find with Virchow'
facts asto the actual presence of ruscular fibrecells
attached to the decidua, imasmuchas I have time
and agin recognized the same condition under the
microscope, and if that illustiouspathologist had
deigned to read the paper, (I have already men-
tioned,) presented to the Obstetical Sociely of
London, in July, 1872 hewoud have fonnd that
the case related by him is bynomeans 2 unique
one. Thesame author wouldhave found that the
character of labor thatoceurred intlaecase he re-
cords is precisely the samewsacase noted by my
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