
BENEDIICT: THE TOBERCULOSIS QUESTION. 1

There arc many buildings, such as some sanatoria, hotels, board-
ing houses, etc., wvhich rnight be put iii commission for cases of tuber-
culosis.

Lt a-.miits of no doubt that consumrptives can be located in winter
in mounitainous reg*ons, especiafly patients wvho have been wvcather-hard-
ened by timiely application of liydrotherapcutic treatment. Such patients
can enjoy in winter also, ir. cold regions fresh air, aside of the fact that
tle sleeping a-id dwclling apartments can be kept energeticalfy air-pure.

IX. DU'rv or REPORTING. AGAINST HEREDITY.

Thei increase of physical, intellectual and moral degenerates in mod-

crn times, gave risc to the question of xvhat measures to adopt to prevent
heredity. 'l'le United States have proceeded in this xvith greatest en-

crgy. This need not surprise us. The senile tiend, wvhich characterizes
many European conditions, is wvanting in that virile empire, in wvhich

initiative individuals can prevail rnuch casier. Also the multiplicity of

state legislation carnies wvith it, that original, youthfully vigorcus legis-

lation upon the soul of ripencd science an d advantageous insight could Lx-
carried throughi and applied to actually prevailing conditions. The law

of Mvichigan is most vigorous against the danger of heredity. It enaccs

that ail lunatics, epileptics and criminals coflvi.,tec thrce tinies must be
castratud before leaving the hospitals. Besides this many States forbid

patients afflicted withi infection and Jiseases tl'at are easily transmiitted

to marry, and Indiaima includes in this categ.ory sufferers from tubercul-
osis.

\'Vhat kcind of tuberculous patients would rationally be Loncerned in

such a law? Should it, perhaps, everybody wvho suffers from a thickert-

ing of the apfices, where in the sputa thee~och celis have been found and

wvho bias suffered once from hoemoptysîs? Ail the world agrees that
tuberculosis is frequently curable, aiid every physician knows fathers arnd
mothers wvho at one time wvere seriously threatened with consumption,
and wlho, nevertheless, hiad a healthy progeny. Ail cases of past tuber-

culosis must be, therefore, self-evidently exernpted from every measure
of force or prohibition.

'fhe î,revention of marriage hias only an application in flond con-

sumrption.
The marriage obstacles will have an effect wvith such patients, that

in the lowver Ftratas of society the concubinates wvi1l increase and the

male and fernale gold-fislhes wvili easily circumnvent the law.
For the cohabitation outside of wvedlock thiese laws are of no -.ffect.

Extraordinary conditionis, howvever, wvould grow out of it, if hygienic
purÉiîts wvould succeed, analogous to the Michigan law, to have castra-
tion enforced for tuberculous sufferers. 1'Iith the prevailing mania to-day
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