
The Canadian Practitioner
and Review.

Vol. XXXII. TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 190'7. No. Il

Original Communications.

LISTERISM-ANTISEPSIS AN» ASEPSIS.*

A .KBWrr. B.A., M.D., ENG.
Professor of Obtetries, Uiiversity of Toronto.

The persoallity aid ie work of Lord Lister are both singn-
arly -unique. 1 lis nobility of character, his remarkable

modesty, ana bis exquisitely charming ianner combine to
make hi-m a very lovable iman. To appreciate to any con-
siderable extent these traits in Lister one must have some
aequaintanee with himu-to appreciate thei fully, we are told.
cne must know hini intimately. Fortunatciy we in Canada
kinow him fa.irly well, aid we certainly love and respect himîî
very highly.

From a professionai as well as a lmmnianitarian standpoint
we have to consider his mîagnificent work in surgery. It is
cuite nnecessary, howe-ver, to go into details. Whiat Lister
las done for surglery wat ie lias done for -humniaity cannot
he properly described in words; but the, whole civilized world
worships himiï as a hero, anid a wonderful epoch-maker.

We shall presuie that Listerism includes the principles and
practice of antiseptic aid aseptie surgery. Several years ago
Sir Frederick Treeves spoke as follows: "Lister created anew
1)0 aicient art of heaing: li ade a reality of the hope which
iad for ali tiie been thie surgeo's endeavor lie removed the

inpenetrable cloud which ·had siood for years between great
principles and suîccessful practice, and lie. rendered possible a
treaniit which hîad hitheirta beeIl but ihie vision of the
dreamer. The nature of bis discovery-like thiat of most

Rad aticcting of Canadian 31edica Asoc'ation, montreal, i7.


